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President's Report 


HESE WORDS are being written 

scarcely two months after the close 

of the year covered by this report, 
yet so completely have recent events 
changed the picture that the year under 
review seems remote and unreal. Peace, 
to which we all looked forward, came with 
such suddenness as to leave us breathless 
and unready. Release of the atom bomb 
changed overnight the meaning of time and 
space and power. Yes, the war with its 
stresses and strains is over, but now the 
postwar world is here with its problems of 
demobilization, readjustment, and _recon- 
version added to those age-old and never- 
solved human difficulties of living together 
as a nation and in a world where justice, 
liberty, and the freedoms are wanted by all. 

The events of the Association year al- 
ready seem remote, as of another era. 
However, there may be some merit, we 
hope, in setting them down as a part of 
the record. New problems do have their 
origins in the old. Today’s accomplish- 
ments were planned yesterday, and tomor- 
row’s, we hope, have to some extent been 
anticipated and prepared for in the present. 

The report of the Executive Secretary 
and of the various committees, boards, and 
divisions which follow, will present the 
details of the year’s work and will make 
clear that much was done, and done despite 
many handicaps. In my brief statement I 
will touch chiefly on some of the important 
activities and problems of the year or on 
matters with which I, as President, was 
especially concerned. 

The year was one in which meetings 
could not be held. Precedents to guide the 
officers were few. The only “regular” 
meeting was in October when the Council 
and the Executive Board, one or the other, 


were in almost continuous session for four 
days, coping with a mass of accumulated 
business; there had been no meeting of the 
Executive Board in twelve months, none 
of the Council in twenty, and none of the 
Association in twenty-seven. 

As the A.L.A. Constitution was drafted 
on the assumption that there would be fre- 
quent meetings of the Association and its 
legislative and executive governing bodies, 
machinery to conduct necessary Association 
business without meetings had to be ex- 
temporized. Voting by mail was author- 
ized by a mail vote, and the officers met 
and made decisions, subsequently to be 
ratified by mail votes of the Executive 
Board. Much was thus, of necessity, de- 
cided without the benefit of adequate dis- 
cussion and presentation, and, though 
opinion was sought through the pages of 
the 4.L.A. Bulletin and by letter and much 
was received, it was at best only a partial 
substitute. 

Because of this lack of meetings, one 
A.L.A. need was highlighted, namely, the 
necessity of developing closer and better 
relationships with members and member 
groups and for increasing the opportunities 
for expression and exchange of membership 
opinion. 

A Committee on Relations with Local 
Library Groups and on Membership Par- 
ticipation, under Marian C. Manley’s 
chairmanship, made available much helpful 
information which was and will continue 
to be useful for planning in this area. The 
pages of the 4.L.4. Bulletin were used to 
tell members of the work of the A.L.A. 
and to ask them for opinion on specific 
questions. Criticism was sought and met 
with some measure of success. At the time 
of the October meeting the Executive 
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Board met with officers of the various 


divisions to discuss difficulties, programs, : 


and possibilities of more effective and 
understanding cooperation. 

The Association of College and Refer- 
ence Libraries, one of the divisions of the 
A.L.A., has had champions who felt that 
it did not share fairly in the funds and 
attention of the Association and who ex- 
pressed their point of view forcefully and 
with considerable supporting argument. 
Officers of the Association throughout the 
year devoted much time to a study of the 
situation and many letters and _ reports 
passed back and forth. Almost at the 


year’s end the officers of A.L.A. met with 
officers and directors of A.C.R.L. As a 
result, a much better understanding of 
points of view and needs was arrived at. 
All present at the meeting felt hopeful that 
a renewed and concerted attack would 
yield tangible results. 


Representation over the Country 


HE OFFICERS made an effort to attend 
meetings of state library associations and 
other groups. Althea H. Warren, Ralph 
A. Ulveling, and Carl H. Milam ably 
seconded the efforts of your President in 
this respect. On several occasions, because 
of his own inability to attend, he asked 
other members to respond as his personal 
representative. An unusually large num- 
ber of librarians were thus reached directly 
by someone who could speak for the Asso- 
ciation in an official capacity. I wish that 
this could be done more often, as all of us 
felt that visits to Louisiana and Texas, 
the Pacific Northwest, the Dakotas, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania, South Carolina, New 
Jersey, Massachusetts, and Canada—to 
mention only a few—were of great value. 
Committee work also suffered, since 
seldom were meetings possible. This 
brought into sharper relief the need for 
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someone to work with and to help boards 
and committees which, with some excep- 
tions, have thus far had no liaison with the 
Headquarters staff. The further realiza- 
tion that more help should be given to 
individual members and to committees, 
round tables, and divisions, and that a 
closer relationship with state associations 
and local groups should be developed and 
the A.L.A. more frequently represented at 
their meetings, convinced your officers that 
the greatest present staff need is an assistant 
executive secretary to devote himself (or 
herself) to these vitally important phases 
of Association work, on which membership 
strength and membership morale depend so 
largely. 


Finances 


INANCES presented a difficult problem. 

Increasing demands and decreasing pur- 
chasing power of the dollar are familiar 
headaches to all responsible for library 
budgets. The A.L.A. budget is no excep- 
tion. Income was stationary, or nearly so, 
because dues remained unchanged, securities 
became less productive, and for the many 
members who entered the armed forces, the 
payment of dues was suspended. 

On the other hand, costs, especially 
salary costs, increased. Chicago was one 
of the most critical manpower areas, which 
made the maintenance of a clerical staff 
extremely difficult. It seems appropriate 
to take this opportunity to express appre- 
ciation to the Headquarters professional 
staff for carrying on so well the Associa- 
tion’s business, made trebly difficult because 
of wartime restrictions, shortages and 
turnover in help, and the need for training 
and supervising a constantly changing and 
inexperienced personnel. 

The budget for the year was not possible 
of satisfactory solution. Membership criti- 
cism long had pointed out the need for 














a more adequate public relations program, 
for advisory service in the college and 
university library field, more effective place- 
ment work, a statistical service, better rep- 
resentation at Washington, and an adult 
education advisory service—but none of 
these “musts” could be provided from the 
funds available. 

But no defeatist attitude was adopted. 
Much study has been given to the possi- 
bilities of a self-supporting statistical serv- 
ice. What the A.L.A. should do in the 
placement field and how the costs can be 
met for this important but expensive serv- 
ice, engaged the attention of the Executive 
Board and of a special committee. 


Library Development Fund 


the Association has been the develop- 
ment of library service of all kinds and its 
extension to all in need of it. To bring this 
about, it is necessary that people be con- 
vinced that libraries are needed. The 
membership long has been vocal on the need 
for a better public relations program to win 
for libraries general popular support and a 
better understanding on the part of na- 
tional and state officials and legislators. 
Both objectives will, we hope, be promoted 
as a result of the Library Development 
Fund, first steps toward which were taken 
last October and of which the first fruits 
will be enjoyed in October of this year, 
when Paul Howard begins his work in 
Washington as a representative of libraries. 
At this writing more than two-thirds of 
the sought-for sum of $105,000 has been 
received through voluntary subscriptions, 
and many of the states still have their cam- 
paigns before them. 

When, in our own libraries, funds are 
not adequate, we seek to increase income. 
This the A.L.A. also must do. It is mak- 
ing a beginning through the Library De- 


ee SINCE its founding, a basic aim of 
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velopment Fund. It is studying possibili- - 
ties for some financing through service fees. 
Larger dues for institutional members 
seem to me indicated as both necessary and 
just. The present maximum of twenty-five 
dollars seems absurdly small in view of the 
job that A.L.A. is doing and in comparison 
with dues by other local agencies to their 
central headquarters. Many libraries, in- 
cluding my own, should without question 
accept for themselves larger dues, the 
amount having some relation to income. 
It is important that prompt study be given 
to this question. 


Soliciting Funds 


DDITIONAL FUNDS from _ nonlibrary 
A sources are another possibility. Some 
of our advisors felt that undiscovered don- 
ors might be ready to finance general or spe- 
cific needs of the Association. This possibil- 
ity seemed worth thorough exploration, and 
the appointment, as assistant to the A.L.A. 
President, of Andrew B. Lemke, the im- 
mediate past-chairman of the ‘Trustees 
Division, was the result. What results will 
come from having a “financial secretary” 
it is too soon to say, but Mr. Lemke has 
already represented libraries with great 
skill. A by-product of his work, namely, 
a better understanding of library needs 
and possibilities by trustees and by the laity 
with whom he has met, alone has justified 
the costs so far. 

We should also explore the possibilities 
of a closer financial link-up between the 
state and local associations and the A.L.A. 
Cooperative programs, cooperatively fi- 
nanced, might well work out to mutual 
advantage. 

Two new divisions were organized dur- 
ing the year—the Division of Hospital Li- 
braries and the Division of Public 
Libraries. Both should increase the in- 
terest of members serving in these fields 
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and should bring to them the benefits of 
the closer attention to their problems which 
this form of organization makes possible, 
as demonstrated by those established at an 
earlier date. 

The Canadian Library Council enjoyed 
a year of active growth. Sound progress 
would seem to be in the direction of an 
organization which can speak for Canada 
and which can foster the development of 
Canadian libraries, where there are peculiar 
national needs and differences, and which 
yet can add its strength to that of the 
A.L.A. for all matters where common 
action is desirable. President-Elect 
Ulveling met with the Canadian Library 
Council in Ottawa. A joint committee has 
been set up to explore means of cooperation 
and a method of affiliation. We congratu- 
late our neighbors on their excellent 
progress. 


Cultural Cooperation 


.L.A. CONTRIBUTIONS to cultural co- 

operation with other nations have been 
great and varied and were financed almost 
without cost to the membership. We 
should take pride as librarians that we have 
been able, through our Association, to play 
so significant a part in the world scene and 
as an agency for our government and our 
great foundations. The story is told in 
later pages and in fuller detail by those 
who have done this work so well, but your 
President would be remiss did he not refer 
here briefly to what is being done with 
A.L.A. help and under A.L.A. auspices to 
carry American library methods and ideals 
and the results of American scholarship to 
all the world. 

Closely related is the fact that our 
Executive Secretary was enabled to attend 
the San Francisco Conference as a con- 
sultant to represent informal education. 
The appointment came through the Ameri- 
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can Council on Education, which chose him 
as one of its three delegates. 

The Association was called upon during 
the year by the Special Services Division 
of the U. S. Army for advice in planning 
the Army’s program of library service in 
this country and abroad, with especial 
attention to needs “after the cessation of 
hostilities.” Three of your officers, the 
chief of the Library Service Division of the 
U.S. Office of Education, and advisors in 
other fields of recreation met with Briga- 
dier (now Major) General Byron and 
members of his staff for a two-day confer- 
ence in New York in September of last 
year. A continuing advisory council on 
libraries has resulted, with another meeting 
called for September of this year. 

Library planning has continued to be an 
important activity. Firm foundations are 
steadily being laid upon which libraries of 
the future can be built. This also is being 
reported upon in full by the Executive 
Secretary and by the committee chairman, 


Carleton B. Joeckel. 
A.L.A.’s New Home 


VERY ADMINISTRATION has, I presume, 
its unique or at least unusual features, 


and the past year was no exception. In addi- 
tion to being a meetingless one, the year saw 
the acquisition of a new home for the 
A.L.A. when a conveniently located half- 
block with three residences, including the 
Cyrus Hall McCormick home, was pur- 
chased by the Trustees of the A.L.A. En- 


dowment Funds. ‘This fine mansion will 
provide spacious and attractive quarters, as 
all who last June attended the modest in- 
auguration ceremonies in the new home 
will agree. After a period of moving and 
readjustment, reduced costs, together with 
rental income from the adjoining proper- 
ties, should effect a considerable saving. 
A.L.A., more than ever, will enjoy having 
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its latchstring out and hopes its new home 
can become a preferred rendezvous for 
visiting librarians. 

During the year the Librarianship of 
Congress became vacant. Your President 
wrote to President Roosevelt, expressing 
the Association’s interest and its readiness 
to help in any way desired in connection 
with filling this important post. When the 
position had not been filled at the time of 
President Roosevelt’s death, a similar letter 
was sent to President Truman, who ac- 
knowledged the letter and opened the way 
for suggestions. Formal Association action 
was not possible in the brief time available 
and under prevailing travel conditions. 
However, your President sought advice 
from many sources and conferred by letter, 
by phone, and in person in an effort to 
secure a reliable sampling of opinion. A 
list of three librarians, the result of an 
unusual consensus, was sent to President 
Truman, and one of the three, Luther H. 
Evans, was subsequently appointed. 
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This rapid survey must not be brought 
to a close without referring to the fact that 
the year was marked also by the completion 
of twenty-five years of service by our 
Executive Secretary. In behalf of the 
membership, which during this quarter 
century has seen an almost fourfold in- 
crease in membership and an even greater 
growth in the extent, variety, and im- 
portance of activities, I express apprecia- 
tion for vigorous, forward-looking, and 
statesmanlike leadership. And, as the 
most recent of twenty-five A.L.A. Presi- 
dents whose administrations owed so much 
of their success to Mr. Milam’s skilful 
handling of Association business, I am 
pleased to voice our collective thanks. 

I have enjoyed this year with its primacy 
for me in the worries and successes that 
have been ours and bespeak for my successor 
equal support in a year of lessening diffi- 
culty, I hope, and of increasing opportunity. 


Cari Vitz, President 











S WE MOVE into the first year of 
A peace after World War II and 
contemplate the significant changes 
which are already beginning to occur, it is 
appropriate that we of the A.L.A. take 
stock, see how far we have come, and con- 
sider whether we are still making progress 
toward the accepted goals. 

Fully aware that an adequate review 
would take months to write and would fill 
a book, I, nevertheless, in the short time 
available and within the limits of this re- 
port, try to present the most essential facts. 


How Far Have We Come? 


HEN 103 men and women organized 
W rhe A.L.A. in Philadelphia in Octo- 
ber 1876, the modern library movement was 
launched. ‘The imagination, fervor, and 
boldness which characterized the leaders of 
that group for 2 generation have won the 
admiration of a!l librarians and many others. 
Winsor, Poole, Cutter, Crunden, Dewey— 
to name the first five presidents—were ex- 
plorers and pioneers.1_ They were building 
a new educational agency, a new public 
service, a new profession. They had to find 
their own way, make their own tools, find 
or create their own materials. They in- 
cessantly preached and industriously prac- 
ticed the new doctrine that libraries exist to 
make books useful to people. 

The classification, cataloging, and circu- 
lation systems and techniques which they 
devised during the first quarter century 
enabled them, and enable us, to transpose 
a collection of books into an effective 
service agency. 

They tried out and proved a whole host 
of new ideas: 


1In 1876 their ages were, respectively, 45, 55, 39, 
29, and 25. 
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Lending books for home reading 

Open access to library shelves 

Library work for children 

Library extension to outlying sections of cities 
through branches 

Service to rural people through branches and 
traveling libraries 

Central administration of university libraries 

International library cooperation 

Library schools 

Tax support of libraries 

Publication of manuals and book lists for 
librarians 


and many other public and _ professional 
services which are taken for granted today 
and which are the framework within which 
librarians now operate. 

In 1917 library leaders were alert, and, 
as a result, the A.L.A. had the high honor 
of providing library service for the armed 
forces at home and overseas in the First 
World War. Notable results were: 


The excellent hospital library service of the 
U. S. Veterans’ Administration 

Continued professional direction of Navy li- 
brary service during peacetime 

Recognition of the need for governmentally 
operated library systems for the armed 
forces in World War II 

The American Library in Paris 

An enlarged conception of the importance of 
library service 

A great expansion of the A.L.A.’s own pro- 
gram 


The expanded program of the A.L.A. 
since 1920 has included new emphasis on 
such items as: 


Improvement and expansion of the library's 
part in adult education 

State aid to libraries 

Establishment of county and regional li- 
braries to serve the rural population and to 
increase efficiency in operation 

Coordination of library resources in the in- 
terest of research 








Union catalogs of the holdings of several 


libraries 
Interlibrary loans 
Microphotographic reproduction 


Public relations 
Cooperation with other educational and civic 


organizations and agencies 


and, always, on the raising of the standards 
of the library profession, through better 
selection, better professional education, and 
better recognition of the librarian’s job. 

In the period between the wars the Asso- 
ciation’s membership increased 280 per 
cent, its activities even more. 

In recent years the Association has found 
a growing need to act as agent for libraries 
in Washington; to facilitate library par- 
ticipation in programs related to work re- 
lief projects, the war effort, and now the 
peace effort; and to watch legislation and 
government regulations. War information 
centers in libraries, sponsored by A.L.A. 
in cooperation with government agencies, 
were an effective means of diffusing essen- 
tial information of a more substantial kind 
than was easily available otherwise. Co- 
operation in building the peace—with gov- 
ernment agencies urging people to “consult 
your library”—may be even more fruitful. 
Many months of planning have gone into 
preparations for maximum library-informa- 
tion-and-education service for returning 
veterans and for newly dislocated war 
workers, into planning for library use of 
surplus property, for possible public works 
legislation, and for other forms of federal 
assistance in state and local library service. 

Recent years have also brought to the 
A.L.A. new opportunities to use the knowl- 
edge and skill of its members in inter- 
national cultural relations, in cooperation 
with the government and with special 
funds from the government and the great 
educational foundations. It is now super- 
vising the operation of three American li- 
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braries in foreign countries and serving as 
informal adviser in the operation of others. 
It is purchasing American books and 
periodicals for libraries in many foreign 
countries. It assists in arranging for 
American librarians to work and study 
abroad and for foreign librarians to visit, 
study, and work in this country. It main- 
tains an international information and 
advisory service to help both American and 
foreign librarians. 

Although quick to adjust its program to 
the changing national scene, the Associa- 
tion has not veered, I think, from its main 
course. Whether serving as a center of 
information on all library subjects, holding 
conferences, issuing the Booklist and other 
publications, combating the effects of a de- 
pression on libraries, making its contribu- 
tion to war and peace, or planning for the 
future of school, college, and public li- 
braries, it always has the same objective: 
to increase the use and usefulness of books 
through improving and extending library 
service. 


Are We Still Making Progress? 


N ORDER TO avoid the danger of over- 
looking major objectives in the pressure 
of day-to-day obligations and interests, we at 
A.L.A. Headquarters try from time to time 
to take a longer look. In 1944 we took 
such a look and set down seven goals or 
objectives as most deserving of emphasis. 
They are the seven numbered items which 
follow: 

1. Complete library coverage. It is a 
sad commentary on the sixty-nine-year-old 
A.L.A. that nearly 26 per cent of the people 
of the United States still have no local 
public library service and that many thou- 
sands of schools have no libraries. Though 
current statistics are not yet available for 
Canada, library coverage is considerably 
less than in the United States. 
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In the public library field great progress 
has been made, it is true, through good 
state and provincial leadership, through ex- 
pansion of municipal libraries, through 
state and provincial aid in large amounts 
in recent years, and through the continuous 
progressive and stimulating leadership of 
the A.L.A. Library Extension Board and 
other agencies concerned with public li- 
brary extension. 

Likewise in the school field, good 
progress is evident, due to the raising of 
the official standards for school library 
service, good leadership, state aid, and con- 
stant encouragement from A.L.A. and 
other agencies. 

But, as long as millions of children and 
adults are wholly without local public and 
school library service, complete coverage 
must remain a prime objective of the 
A.L.A. This objective underlies much of 
what the A.L.A. does. 

2. Library improvement. This objective 
Every 


applies to all kinds of libraries. 
college has a library, but some of them do 
not meet even the minimum standards of 
the most timorous accrediting agencies. 
Many more are far below actual needs. 
The same may be said for public and school 


libraries. It is regretfully true that there 
are thousands of weak, struggling, inade- 
quate public libraries, and only several 
hundred really good ones; and that there 
are thousands upon thousands of so-called 
school libraries which render practically no 
service to pupils and teachers. It is, 
naturally, a continuing objective of an 
association like the A.L.A. to help the pbor 
ones rise to a higher level. ‘The emphasis 
on high standards and on larger units of 
service is proving effective. 

It is equally important, in my opinion, 
for the Association to assist the best to be- 
come even better; to experiment with new 
types of materials, new services, new ways 
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of reaching unserved groups, and more 
thorough service to present patrons. It is 
a responsibility of those “best” libraries to 
continue to be the examples worthy of 
emulation, to be the scouts and pioneers for 
further progress. 

To library improvement, the Association, 
through publications, staff, committees, 
boards, and divisions, devotes the largest 
portion of its energies. 

3. Education for librarianship. A 
foundation executive said to me recently, 
“We are interested in persons rather than 
in institutions.” This, I take it, was a 
recognition of the fact that it is the li- 
brarian who makes library service what it 
is. No perfection of organization, no re- 
finement of techniques, no expansion of 
income and other tangibles will overcome 
wholly whatever weaknesses exist in our- 
selves. The Association is of necessity, 
therefore, devoting a very considerable part 
of its energies to recruitment and profes- 
sional education. 

4. Improvement of the status of the li- 
brarian. ‘This objective is closely akin to 
Number 3. It has to do with salaries; 
status of the librarian in community or 
faculty; hours and conditions of employ- 
ment; opportunities for advancement, 
professionally, socially, economically; vaca- 
tions, sick leaves, leaves for study, sabbatical 
leaves; pensions; and all other factors 
which have to do with the librarian as a 
professional person in American society. 

If I interpret the situation correctly, the 
members of A.L.A. are proud of the Asso- 
ciation’s unselfish devotion to the public 
good, but they are more than a little tired 
of trying to live on pride and public spirit. 

Much, perhaps most, of what the A.L.A. 
does is intended to improve the quality and 
increase the quantity of library service and 
thus, indirectly, to expand the librarians’ 
opportunity for employment, enhance his 
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status, and increase his salary. But more 
direct methods are obviously needed. 

The work of the Board on Personnel 
Administration and of the Personnel Office 
are directly concerned with these problems. 
The development of classification and pay 
plans, recommendations for personnel ad- 
ministration, are examples of an extensive 
contribution, in spite of limited funds. At 
the moment, the principal officers of the 
Association are (1) making efforts to find 
new funds for these and other essential 
activities and (2) exploring the possibility 
of an extensive study of the librarian in 
America with special emphasis on salaries, 
hopeful that such a study would result in 
findings so overwhelmingly convincing to 
administrators, boards, college and school 
executives, and appropriating bodies as to 
bring about important reforms in present 
personnel conditions. 

5. International 


The 


cooperation. 


A.L.A. was organized as a bi-national asso- 


ciation. It engaged in international activi- 
ties during its earliest years. Such activities 
were greatly expanded between the first 
and second world wars. Hundreds of 
foreign students have visited our libraries 
and studied in our library schools. Hun- 
dreds of our librarians have visited, studied, 
attended library conferences abroad. 
Many library ideas have been exported and 
imported, to the mutual advantage of all 
concerned. 

The inauguration of the Good Neighbor 
Policy by our government came many years 
after the A.L.A. had begun its own friendly 
interchange with Latin American _li- 
brarians. (In this case as in many others, 
the A.L.A.’s advanced position was due, 
not to any planned policy by Association 
executives, but to the persistent enthusiasm 
of a few members who were ahead of the 
Procession.) Because the A.L.A. was for- 
tunately ready, it was given a considerable 
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part to play when the government and the 
whole country became interested in cultural 
relations with Latin America. 

The enlightened self-interest of Ameri- 
can librarians in foreign materials and 
foreign library ideas, as well as their al- 
truistic concern for foreign colleagues, are 
manifest in a large and varied program of 
postwar international activities. Although 
of primary concern to research libraries, 
they affect at least indirectly the work of 
nearly every American library and 
librarian. 

Underlying the Association’s interest in 
international cooperation are a realization 
by librarians of the basic internationalism 
of knowledge and of the materials with 
which they deal and a desire to have their 
profession and their institutions, as well as 
their country and their government, be and 
behave like good neighbors to the rest of 
the world. 

All of the Association’s work in this field 
is, fortunately, financed out of special funds 
from government, foundations, or indi- 
vidual libraries. 

6. Adaptation to current issues. In the 
statement of objectives prepared in 1944, 
this was “Demobilization and _readjust- 
ment,” because that was the big issue at 
that time as it is now. I am restating it in 
more general terms. At one time it was 
the depression; then it was defense; and, 
later, war. Always, I think, it is the duty 
of the A.L.A. to try to sense the major 
current issues which are certain to have an 
impact on library incomes and service and 
to provide the machinery for cooperative, 
defensive, or constructive action by 
librarians. 

7. Active participation by members. 
This is a perennial goal, never adequately 
achieved and certainly never to be for- 
gotten. The Association thrives on ideas, 
and ideas come mostly from members. The 
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best idea may at any time come from the 
least-known member. Moreover, the work 
of the Association should always be in those 
fields in which the support of the member- 
ship can be counted upon. Members must 
participate in large numbers and with 
enthusiasm if the goals are to be reached. 
It is essential, therefore, to the life of the 
Association that the channels be kept open 
between the member and his representatives 
—the officers, staff, boards, and com- 
mittees. 

And that channel must be open for 
traffic both ways. The member has a right 
to know what his representatives are doing, 
and why, and he cannot do his necessary 
part unless he does know. 

A.L.A. officials and staff are very con- 
scious of these rather obvious facts. I ad- 
mit, on their behalf as well as on my own, 
that we have not been too successful in our 


within-the-family public relations. No 


doubt some members will agree, too, that 


it is easier to criticize than to make con- 
structive practical suggestions. 


What Have We Done This Year? 


Library Development Fund. Officers, 
members, and friends have contributed over 
$70,000 toward a goal of $105,000 for a 
four-year program in federal and public 
relations. The specific purposes are (1) 
to maintain a representative of libraries in 
Washington, who will keep the govern- 
ment informed of library needs and inform 
of government activities and 
regulations and (2) to carry on public 
relations activities in support of good li- 
brary service for all citizens, through press, 
radio, and personal contacts, in cooperation 
with state and local library agencies. 

With funds in hand and assurance of 
success, A.L.A. has arranged to begin work 
under the program on October 1. First 
attention of the Washington representative 


librarians 
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will be given to: surplus property, social 
security, book post rates, public works, docu- 
ment distribution, and federal aid to col- 
leges, research, school libraries, and rural 
public libraries. Most of these matters 
received attention of the Federal Relations 
Committee, officers, and staff during the 
past year, with the result that we are in a 
relatively stronger position with respect to 
them than we were a year ago. 

In its Washington relations the A.L.A. 
is making an effort to extend and improve 
the service of all kinds of libraries, to 
improve the status of librarians, to meet 
current issues. In none of the Association’s 
major activities is membership participation 
more important. 

Planning. School Libraries for Today 
and Tomorrow, Functions and Standards 
was published in February, has been well 
received, widely distributed. The brief 
summary is also in great demand, especially 
for school officials. Planning for postwar 
action in the field of public library service 
to children and young people is now under 
way. 

“College and University Libraries and 
Librarianship” has been completed, will be 
published this fall as a book of about 176 
pages. 

Post-War Standards for Public Libraries 
and the popular summary leaflet continue 
in great demand. ‘The second step, report 
of the extent to which public libraries meas- 
ure up to those standards, has been un- 
avoidably delayed. ‘The third step, “A 
Plan for Public Library Development,” is 
in early draft stage, is being revised, and 
may be ready for publication before long. 

Standards have been prepared for prison 
libraries and for hospital libraries, and 
many committees and boards are thinking 
and working toward standards and plans in 
their special fields. 

Nearly all of our objectives, especially 
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complete library coverage, improvement of 
service and personnel, underlie the develop- 
ment of plans and standards. 

Personnel. For obvious reasons the 
Board of Education for Librarianship and 
its secretary at Headquarters have given 
special attention to recruiting. They pro- 
duced a new leaflet, Books and People; 
A Career in Library Service, and dis- 
tributed it free to counselors in high schools 
and colleges, to Army and Navy officers 
serving as counselors in this country and 
overseas, to the Veterans Administration, 
and to many vocational agencies. Many 
library and other agencies have purchased 
quantities for distribution. Special ma- 
terials were prepared for the War Man- 
power Commission. Much has been done 
to stimulate active recruiting by librarians 
and others. An interview given to the 
New York Times by President Ulveling, 
together with an editorial from the Buffalo 
Courier Express, both stressing the need 
for more librarians, has been reprinted and 
widely distributed. Some 1500 copies are 
being distributed to the men and women 
who have had one week’s library training 
in England and France preparatory to 
assuming library responsibilities in small 
military units. 

They have given attention to educational 
programs in public relations, in the han- 
dling of audio-visual materials, and in 
other special fields; to the need for more 
scholarships; to certification; to accredita- 
tion; to the needs of veterans for orienta- 
tion or other special courses; and to the 
need for wide discussion of many problems 
of professional education. 

The Board on Personnel Administration 
and the Personnel Office at Headquarters 
have necessarily given much attention to 
the question of salaries and have done what 
they could to persuade employers to in- 
crease the rates of pay offered—with a good 
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deal of success in many institutions. No 
tenure cases were investigated during the 
year, but the statement of principles was 
completed. Plans: were advanced for a 
book on civil service. A list of professional 
tasks and their descriptions, and a manual 
on how to make a job analysis and how to 
set up a classification and pay plan are in 
preparation. A service rating form is 
being tried out in several libraries. — 

The employment part of the office work 
has been far beyond the capacity of the 
small staff. 

Amy Winslow, after a few days at 
Headquarters, made several recommenda- 
tions to the Executive Board. A new 
assistant was authorized; also a survey, 
which is now being made by Nathan R. 
Levin. 

Cooperative Publishing. In 1944-45 the 
A.L.A. used upwards of eighty tons of 
paper in its publishing programs. ‘Through 
Headquarters it published thirty-four books 
and pamphlets for sale (including reprints 
and new editions), forty-seven issues of 
periodicals, and several miscellaneous items, 
mostly leaflets, for free distribution. 

In general, sale of these publications has 
one of two purposes: (1) to help librarians 
do a better job or (2) to disseminate infor- 
mation about the A.L.A. and its work. 

In the first group were such items as: 
Anniversaries and Holidays; Today’s 
Handbook for Librarians; School Libraries 
for Today and Tomorrow, Functions and 
Standards; a second activity book for 
school libraries; the eleventh Catalogers’ 
and Classifiers’ Yearbook; The National 
Medical Library, Report of a Survey of 
the Army Medical Library; Patrons are 
People; Books Published in the US. 
1939-43; and Buying List of Books for 
Small Libraries. 

Regular periodicals are: 4.L.4. Bulletin, 
College and Research Libraries, Booklist, 
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Subscription Books Bulletin, and the Hos- 
pital Book Guide. Bulletins are also issued 
by A.C.R.L., the Division of Cataloging 
and Classification, the Division of Libraries 
for Children and Young People, and the 
Institution Libraries Committee. Typical 
of those publications issued to further par- 
ticipation in A.L.A. work, are the leaflets 
issued in connection with the Library De- 
velopment Fund or promotion of special and 
regular memberships in A.L.A. 

In a new field are the five Thorne- 
Thomsen records made by R.C.A.-Victor 
for the Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People and sold through the 
A.L.A. Publishing Department. The re- 
cordings perpetuate some enduring chil- 
dren’s stories and serve as models of the 
storyteller’s art. 

This complex enterprise can be legiti- 


mately called “cooperative publishing.” 


Hundreds of people—it could be thousands 
—help to decide what is to be published by 


making known their needs. Hundreds 
participate in writing, revising, and con- 
sidering manuscripts for publication. All 
publications are issued, not for profit, but 
for the adyancement of librarianship and 
the improvement and extension of library 
service. 

International Relations. As indicated in 
previous paragraphs, the International Re- 
lations Board and Office are much involved 
in operations—the purchase and shipment 
of books and periodicals, the administration 
of travel grants, and related matters. They 
and other agencies of the A.L.A. are also 
engaged in exploration, planning, coopera- 
tion with others, public relations, advisory 
service. Problems which received attention 
during the past year include: the part of 
American libraries in building the peace; 
the place of education and cultural rela- 
tions in the San Francisco Charter; li- 
braries and the proposed Educational and 
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Cultural Organization of the United Na- 
tions; disposal of surplus Army books 
abroad; the Book Campaign for Devas- 
tated Libraries; international indexes and 
bibliographies; importation of foreign 
books and periodicals; re-establishment of 
exchange between universities and other 
scholarly organizations; U.S. help in the 
rehabilitation of foreign libraries and li- 
brary schools; interchange of librarians 
with foreign countries; translation of chil- 
dren’s books of many countries for use in 
all countries. 

Information and Advisory Services. It 
is a major function of the staff and also of 
most voluntary groups within the Associa- 
tion to serve as a clearing house for infor- 
mation and opinion. A department at 
Headquarters is devoted to such services, 
with a Public Library Office, a School and 
Children’s Library Office, and a Library. 

During the year the department has 
answered more than the usual number of 
questions about library buildings and li- 
brary quarters in school buildings, state 
aid, state and local planning, Washington 
relations (especially surplus property), 
educational films, demobilization, legisla- 
tion, regional libraries, and the design of 
bookmobiles. 

The Public Library Office has also been 
called upon for such subjects as standards, 
surveys, increasing the tax levy or appro- 
priation, regional branches in large library 
systems, organization of state library agen- 
cies, the job of the library trustee, activities 
of Friends of the Library groups, county 
library establishment, local library estab- 
lishment, and contracts for library service. 

The School and Children’s Library Office 
has been consulted about elementary school 
library establishment, use of children’s 
books in increasing international and inter- 
cultural understanding, information about 
aids for book selection for children and 
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young people, and program help to state 


organizations. 

The Headquarters Library has given in- 
formation on many things, from the organi- 
zation and operation of special libraries of 
different types, to bibliographic or reference 
service on such subjects as sources of li- 
brary equipment and supplies, organization 
of picture and pamphlet files, repair and 
preservation of library materials, micro- 
photography, college library standards, aids 
for cataloging a small library, data about 
specific library science publications. 

Other Headquarters departments and 
offices have also given similar services as 
usual: the Department of Library Educa- 
tion and Personnel on professional edu- 
in-service training, certification, 
recruiting, immigration regulations, civil 
service, classification plans, salaries, vaca- 
tions, overtime pay, holidays, staff as- 
sociations, unions, tenure, and personnel 
administration in general; the Public Rela- 
tions Office on radio programs, films, pub- 
licity, campaign for a bond issue; the 
Membership Department on meetings and 
A.L.A. organizational matters; Publishing 
Department and Booklist on book selection; 
Accounting Office on fire and life insurance 
and annuities. 


cation, 


The voluntary agencies, divisions, sec- 
tions, round tables, boards, and committees, 
on their own account and on referral from 
Headquarters, give information and advice 
in their own fields. The range is as broad 
as library work itself—from adult educa- 
tion to statistics, from archives to film 
forums. The perfection of organization 
for such service is illustrated by the Divi- 
sion of Cataloging and Classification which 
has special committees, among them some 
concerned with the Dewey classification, 
the Cutter classification, state author head- 
ings, mechanical equipment, and relations 
with the Library of Congress, 
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A few of these many voluntary agencies 
may be relatively inactive. Most are so- 
liciting inquiries, answering them carefully 
and fully, and making continuous studies 
to keep the information up to date. Staff 
members serve as secretaries and executive 
assistants to many of these groups. 

Public Relations. Much of what the 
A.L.A. has done this year—and for many 
years—could be identified as public rela- 
tions. Through officers, staff, committees, 
and often through specially appointed rep- 
resentatives, the Association participates in 
the work of many organizations and public 
agencies. 

During the past year we have taken part 
in conferences with groups representing 
labor, business, agriculture, publishing, edu- 
cation at all levels, audio-visual education, 
research, international affairs, housing, 
child welfare, public administration, sur- 
plus property disposal, public works, white- 
collar workers, communications, and lay 
groups interested in all sorts of civic ques- 
tions. Such participation helps to keep li- 
braries in the minds of the leaders of the 
other groups, often leads to specific pro- 
grams of cooperation on the national level, 
and enables our representatives to “alert” 
other opportunities and 
dangers which may soon be confronting 
them in their own communities. 

Publicity, through press, radio, and film, 
is never sufficient in quantity to satisfy the 
wishes of the enthusiastic librarian. It 
could be much more extensive if more time 
and money could be devoted to it. Even 
so, we can point with pride to some of the 
past year’s production in this field. 

Articles on library work, with which the 
A.L.A. has been associated, have been pub- 
lished in several national magazines, in- 
cluding Recreation, Occupations, School 
Executive, the Rotarian, and This Week, 
a widely syndicated weekly newspaper 


librarians to 
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magazine. Accounts of library progress 
have been written and were published in 
seven major American yearbooks, such as 
the Municipal Yearbook, Britannica Book 
of the Year, and the Americana Annual. 
Ten of A.L.A.’s newspaper releases on 
events or developments in the library world 
have each appeared in fifty to a hundred 
newspapers, while others have secured a 
lesser, though satisfactory, coverage. One 
complete issue of the Bulletin Service of 
the National Recreation Association was 
devoted’to library memorials. The A.L.A. 
has been closely connected with the pro- 
duction of two films on library service, one 
soon to be released by the Harmon Founda- 
tion, another for which the scenario is now 
being written by the Commission on Mo- 
tion Pictures of the American Council on 
Education. Series of radio spot announce- 


ments on libraries have been prepared 


monthly and sent free to over two hundred 


libraries which are using them regularly. 

Exploration. In the library world, re- 
search is left largely to the universities, 
experimentation to the individual library 
agencies. However, the boards, com- 
mittees, and other groups within the A.L.A. 
carry on a great many minor investigations, 
develop new plans and programs, suggest 
subjects needing further research, and en- 
courage experimentation. 

Several of these minor studies were ad- 
vanced this year by the Board on Personnel 
Administration as reported above. Hazel 
B. Timmerman, of the Personnel Office, is 
on leave making a study of personnel ad- 
ministration in the T.V.A. A special 
group made a thorough survey of the Army 
Medical Library, and a second group is 
now developing a medical classification 
scheme. The Joint Committee on Film 
Forums rounded out its interesting job and 
reported definitely on the results of the 
experiments carried on under its direction. 
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A Joint Committee on Index.ag and Ab- 
stracting in the Major Fields of Research, 
after considerable study and thought, pre- 
sents in this year’s report a very ambitious 
“plan for a proposed unified indexing and 
abstracting service.” 

Somewhat of a departure was the co- 
operatively financed public opinion poll in 
which residents of seventeen large cities 
were questioned on their views about the 
public library. The poll was aimed to dis- 
cover what people want from public li- 
braries and what they think of the service 
they get. A general report on the survey 
will be published soon by the National 
Opinion Research Center, of Denver, 
which conducted the poll. 

Several projects are always in the works. 
One already mentioned is the study of the 
librarian in America, with special emphasis 
on salaries. Another is a survey of the use 
of records by libraries of all kinds. A 
similar survey of the use of educational 
films is being discussed. Many, unfortu- 
nately, never materialize for lack of funds. 
The possibility of inaugurating experiments 
in specialized service for labor and business 
groups is being explored. 

An inquiry was made this year to dis- 
cover the thoughts and wishes of men and 
women serving with the Army and Navy. 
Letters were sent to some 500 A.L.A. 
members in the armed forces, 605 to civilian 
Army librarians, and 370 to Navy librari- 
ans. The answers indicate that most of 
the librarians wish to return to library 
work, that they expect higher salaries, 
better working conditions, more oppor- 
tunity for creative work and advancement. 
About one-fourth of the camp librarians 
desire to become hospital librarians. Many 
in all of the groups want refresher courses 
before returning to regular jobs; they sug- 
gest correspondence courses, discussion 
groups, visits to libraries, and in-service 














training. A few of the members of the 
armed forces expect to use the G.I. Bill of 
Rights as a means of returning to library 
school. Exchange with librarians in 
foreign countries was favored, at least in 
theory, if arrangements can be made for 
equalization of salaries. They favor in- 
crease of activities in the international field 
but not at the expense of promoting the 
development of American libraries; federal 
aid without federal control; and the ex- 
pansion of use by libraries of audio-visual 
materials. 

It is obvious from these and other letters, 
from personal interviews, and from the 
comments of Army officers, that many of 
these librarians will return more mature, 
more competent in many ways for useful 
work and for leadership, than when they 
left their regular positions. It will mean 
much to the future of the library move- 
ment if we who remained behind are wise 
enough to give them opportunities to make 
full use of their abilities and to continue 
their development. 

“Disposing the Public Mind.” It would 
be unrealistic to speak of the A.L.A. simply 
as an agency for the dissemination of in- 
formation and the discovery of new ideas. 
The A.L.A. Charter itself (Handbook, p. 
H-2) uses the words “for the purpose of 
promoting library interests . . . by dispos- 
ing the public mind to the founding and 
improving of libraries.” The officers and 
staff of the Association recognize their re- 
sponsibility to act in the spirit of this char- 
ter provision. Much of what they have 
done during the past year, as reported else- 
where in this summary under various 
headings, has been done to promote the ac- 
ceptance of standards and principles and 
the achievement of objectives which have 
been established by the Association. 

Our Financial Situation. The Associa- 
tion is administering large funds for special 
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purposes—purposes in line with the 
A.L.A.’s general objectives; funds which 
we have solicited or gladly accepted when 
proffered. 

But such funds are not to be confused 
with the A.L.A.’s income for general pur- 
poses. These come from three main sources: 
(1) membership dues, which amount this 
year (after divisional allotments) to about 
$68,700; (2) endowment funds, which 
are producing around seventy thousand 
dollars annually, not one hundred thousand 
dollars as was expected back in the 1930's; 
and (3) publication sales and subscriptions, 
which show a substantial increase this year. 

Publication income is almost like a special 
fund in that all of it is plowed right back 
into more publications. 

The Library Development Fund, of 
which about twenty thousand dollars will 
be spent in 1945-46, is also, in a sense, a 
special fund as it was solicited and contrib- 
uted for special purposes. 

There remain, then (in round numbers) : 


Membership income $ 68,700 
Endowment income 73,000 
Total $141,700 


Out of these funds we pay the expenses of: 


Several boards and committees 

The Membership Office 

The 4.L.A. Bulletin 

The Public Relations Office 

The Education for Librarianship Office 

The Personnel Office 

The Public Library Office 

The School and Children’s Library Office 

The Headquarters Library 

A large proportion of the administrative, 
accounting, filing, and other general office 
services. 


The most pressing large obligations not 
being met are: 


College library advisory service 
Statistical service 
Adult education service 
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Expansion of the Personnel Office and the 
work of the Board on Personnel Administra- 
tion 

An Associate Executive Secretary. 

To meet these most urgent deficiencies 
would require at least seventy-five thousand 
dollars more per year. Without more 
funds the Executive Board can improve an 
activity or add a new one only at the 
sacrifice of another. 

During the year the A.L.A. has engaged 
Andrew B. Lemke, former chairman of the 
Trustees Division, to explore the possibility, 
with library trustees and others, of finding 


new income. “Ve are hopeful but we have 
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no assurance of success. 


Other possibilities 
mentioned are: (1) a substantial increase 
in dues of institutional members and (2) 


the inauguration of certain services, such 
as statistics, for example, on a self-support- 
ing basis. 

Officers will welcome the opinions of 
members. 

My thanks to all who have made possi- 
ble the work here described ; my thanks and 
my regrets to the many loyal workers whose 
could not be 


services specifically men- 


tioned. 


Cart H. Mian, Executive Secretary 





The Extension of Library Services 


Library Extension Board 


It is twenty years since the Council of the 
A.L.A. took the first action to implement the 
Association’s interest in the spread of public 
library service by setting up a standing Com- 
mittee on Library Extension, soon changed 
to a board. The committee was instructed 
“tq consider what the A.L.A. should do to 
assist in the development of adequate library 
service for people who are now without it.” 

In December 1925 an executive assistant 
to the committee, Julia Wright Merrill, was 
appointed and began a quick pathfinder study 
of the situation with recommendations for a 
program of action. This was published in 
1926 as Library Extension; a Study of Public 
Library Conditions and Needs. “Organized 
effort toward the goal of adequate public 
library service within easy reach of every one 
in the United States and Canada” was then 
approved by the Council in 1926 in accepting 
the report, and a beginning was made possible 
by a small foundation grant. 

It seems a fitting time to note the progress 
made in twenty years, in spite of a major 
depression and a World War, and the distance 
still to go. In reporting progress the board 
pays full tribute to the effective work done 
by state leaders in many states. It believes, 
however, that the A.L.A. builds a foundation 
of informed public opinion, particularly 
through work with national agencies; stimu- 
lates interest among librarians in new move- 
ments (as state planning or state aid for large 
units) ; provides basic materials and informa- 
tion; and gives advisory service. It could 
give much more intensive help through several 
regional field agents, as was demonstrated 
during the five years of such service in one 
area—the South—made possible. by a special 
foundation grant. 

Twenty years ago people without public 
library service constituted 43 per cent of 
the population of the United States. ‘Today 
the percentage is cut to 26 per cent. But the 
increased population from the 1920 to the 
1940 census makes the reduction in actual 
number of people unserved from 45,069,897 
to 34,748,334 seem less encouraging. 


Rural people constituted 93 per cent of the 
population still to be served in 1925, or 
42,152,291, and these unserved people were 
82 per cent of the total rural population. 
Today, omitting Alabama and Texas (whose 
state library agencies could not give separate 
figures for rural and urban _ people), 
28,111,286 rural people are without public 
library service, or 92.7 per cent of the total 
number without service. They constitute 54 
per cent of the rural population of the same 
area. 

Cities over 10,000 without public libraries 
dropped from forty-nine to thirty-one, and the 
largest city without one, from 60,000 to 
39,000 population. The number of counties 
without a single public library within their 
boundaries dropped from 1135 to 587. A 
table showing figures by states is given in an 
appendix on page 429. 

In Canada 61 per cent of the population, 
or 5,399,689, were without public library serv- 
ice in 1925. The Canadian Library Council 
today uses the figures included in the Survey 
of Libraries in Canada, 1936-38 by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics for people 
without service: 

Per Cent 
Of the total population 60 
Of the urban population 8 
Of the population of towns and villages 58 
Of the rural population 95 


Service has spread since this data was com- 
piled, however, and will undoubtedly be more 
rapid with the stimulus of the council. Up- 
to-date statistics are being compiled by the 
council. 

State library extension agencies increased 
from forty-one according to law (but thirty- 
eight in actual operation) to forty-seven, leav- 
ing Arizona to make another effort. There 
is still a great variation among the agencies 
in adequacy of resources and effectiveness of 
leadership. In Canada provincial agencies in- 
creased from six (four of which carried on 
book distribution only) to eight, with New 
Brunswick still lacking. 

State aid was a major factor in the progress 
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of the last decade, yet it was not even in- 
cluded among the original library extension 
recommendations. In 1926 the term “state 
aid” connoted very small grants, usually not 
more than one hundred dollars, to individual 
libraries in the New England and Middle 
Atlantic states and in several provinces. To- 
day it is a lever in establishment of large 
unit libraries in fourteen states and two 
provinces, provides for demonstrations in two 
states, and supports regional branches of the 
state library agency in three New England 
states. Amounts are still very small in most 
instances, the largest figure being $371,625 
in Michigan for the year 1945-46. Many 
states still lack this incentive to local action. 

County and regional libraries increased 
markedly, chiefly in the last decade. In 1925 
223 counties in thirty-one states and 4 in 
Hawaii had county library service. The first 
multi-county library, in California, was es- 
tablished in time to be added in a footnote 
to the 1926 library extension survey. “Today 
722 counties in forty-two states and 4 in 
Hawaii are served by county, multi-county, 
or regional libraries, or by regional branches 
of state library agencies. In Canada there 
are three regional libraries in British Co- 
lumbia, a provincial-regional service in Prince 
Edward Island, and a number of experimental 
county cooperatives. Only one state—Idaho 
—still lacks legal provision for county or re- 
gional library service, as compared with seven- 
teen in 1925. But the total number of 
counties in the United States is 3070, and 
many of the remaining 2348 are poor and 
sparsely populated. The need of a minimum 
income of twenty-five thousand dollars for 
an effective independent library unit was em- 
phasized in the A.L.A. Post-War Standards 
for Public Libraries. Obviously regional or 
multi-county libraries are needed. 

In the Southern states service to Negroes 
is now provided by 121 public library systems. 
Of more than nine million Southern Negroes, 
25.2 per cent have public library facilities, 
according to Libraries, Librarians and the 
Negro, issued by the School of Library Service 
of Atlanta University in 1944. In the board’s 
survey of 1926, fifty-five public library systems 
were providing service for 11 per cent of the 
Negro population. The increase is in urban 
areas. All Southern cities over one hundred 
thousand population provide some form of 
public library service to Negroes. Among 
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seventy-one cities of twenty-five thousand to 
one hundred thousand population, at least 
fifty-two provide such service. The great 
lack is still in the smaller cities and towns and 
in rural areas. 


Progress in 1944-45 


Increasing momentum seems indicated by 
advances in legislation, appropriations, and 
establishment of large-unit libraries in the 
current year. These are summarized briefly 
because of space limitations. 

Two new constitutions include library pro- 
visions. The Missouri constitution places an 
obligation on the state to promote the estab- 
lishment and development of libraries and to 
grant aid to them. It also makes possible 
more adequate local support. The Georgia 
constitution includes authority for counties to 
tax themselves for library purposes. 

Appropriations for state library extension 
agencies were generally increased—in several 
states more than 50 per cent—and a small 
first appropriation was made in Montana. 
No cuts have been reported. Two agencies 
were reorganized—New Jersey from an inde- 
pendent library commission and Maryland 
from a library commission loosely attached to 
the department of education, to divisions of 
the departments of education. The newly 
established department of libraries in Sas- 
katchewan, including the older open shelf 
library, traveling library, and legislative li- 
brary, will emphasize library extension in 
relation to other educational movements. 

State aid appropriations were made in four 
more states—$283,000 for the biennium in 
Washington, $20,000 for the second year of 
the biennium in Maryland, and smaller 
amounts in New Mexico and South Carolina. 
Illinois appropriated three hundred thousand 
dollars for the biennium for a series of dem- 
onstrations of rural library service for large 
areas called districts. State aid was increased 
in a number of states—in the case of Arkan- 
sas, without a dissenting vote. It failed to 
carry in Arizona, West Virginia, and Wis- 
consin. In Connecticut funds for regional 
development were not appropriated but the 
usual grants for small libraries were pro- 
vided. 

A comprehensive survey of state-wide pub- 
lic library service in New York is under way, 
under the auspices of the research division 
of the state department of education and from 
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funds appropriated for research. The initia- 
tive for it came from the state library as- 
sociation. Errett Weir McDiarmid is chief 
consultant, with a full-time assistant and 
several additional consultants. The Ohio legis- 
lature established a library survey commission 
to study current library laws, financing, and 
services, and to make recommendations to the 
next legislature to further library interests. 

County and regional libraries were made 
possible by a North Dakota act; existing 
laws were strengthened by amendments in 
Nevada and North Carolina; a crippling 
amendment was defeated in Indiana; and an 
out-of-date county traveling library law was 
repealed in Wisconsin. A new public library 
act was passed in West Virginia providing for 
establishment and maintenance by municipali- 
ties, counties, and regions, with broad powers 
of contract. The new Maryland library code 
includes not only the organization of the 
state library agency and state aid but also 
provision for county libraries and for contract 
service. Massachusetts authorized contracts 
between any governmental units for any pub- 
lic service. The number of counties with 
county: or regional library service increased 
in twenty-six states, with a total gain of 
seventy-one for the year. 

Acceptance of federal aid was authorized in 
five states—California, Maryland, Montana, 
Rhode Island, and Wisconsin. 


A.L.A. Activities 


The board and its secretary at Head- 
quarters continued to clear information and 
to provide advisory service and materials for 
leaders on the firing line and for the national 
organizations that influence opinion and ac- 


tion. This involved assembling data in ad- 
vance for quick use in answer to emergency 
calls by telegram and special delivery; for 
example, on state aid and on bookmobile con- 
struction and operation. 

A field worker for six months was re- 
quested of the Executive Board, because of 
the many opportunities in this postwar plan- 
ning period, but was not allowed for budge- 
tary reasons. The secretary, however, served 
as chairman of a team of three surveyors 
(including a board member, H. Marjorie 
Beal) making a quick study for the Massa- 
chusetts Division of Libraries (published by 
the division as The Regional Library Experi- 
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ment in Massachusetts in Relation to the 
Library Situation in the State) and as adviser 
by mail and telegram for the State-Wide 
Library Survey Committee of the Maryland 
State Planning Commission, which produced 
the report, The Free Public Library in Mary- 
land. Field trips were made to Buffalo to 
address the Western New York Library 
Association on regional library cooperation; 
to the T.V.A. area for a meeting of state 
library extension workers from seven valley 
states; and to Wisconsin to address a work- 
shop. Margaret Fulmer visited Colorado, 
Wyoming, and Nebraska, speaking at district 
and regional meetings and conferring with 
leaders. Other invitations had to be declined. 
Both the secretary and the public library 
specialist have many responsibilities in fields 
other than library extension. 

Chicago plays host to an increasing number 
of national meetings with limited attendance 
but wide reach. It was, therefore, possible 
to attend meetings of the International City 
Managers’ Association, the American Munici- 
pal Association, the American Country Life 
Association Executive Committee, and the 
Associated Women of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation. Visits were paid to head- 
quarters offices of Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions, 
and National Congress of Parents and Teach- 
ers, and to the Public Administration Clearing 
House. : 

The Council resolution on library exten- 
sion, adopted in October 1944, was distributed 
inside and outside the profession. Legislative 
action was reported in the 4.L.A. Bulletin 
and by circular letters. Articles by the secre- 
tary were printed in various organs, as 


Book of the States 1945-46. 6th ed. Council of 
State Governments. “The State’s Responsi- 
bility for Public Library Development.” 

Journal of the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women, Fall 1944. “A Community 
Intelligence Service.” Reprints distributed by 
A.A.U.W. and A.L.A. 

Kentucky Library Association Bulletin, June 
1945. “Regional Libraries.” 

Library Journal, Feb. 15, 1945. “State Leaders 
Seek Legislation for Complete Public Library 
Service.” 

Municipal Year Book 1945. 
Managers’ Association. 
Developments in 1944.” 


International City 
“Public Libraries; 


Publication by the University of Chicago 
Press of the proceedings of last year’s library 
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extension institute at the Graduate Library 
School under the title Library Extension: 
Problems and Solutions, can well be noted 
in this report, for it was edited by the board 
member, Carleton B. Joeckel, who had or- 
ganized and directed the institute. The vol- 
ume includes a paper on “Michigan’s Postwar 
Plan for Library Extension” by the chairman 
of the board, Mrs. Loleta Dawson Fyan, 
and one on “State Aid to Public Libraries” 
by the secretary to the board. 

The necessary curtailment of conferences 
in wartime and travel difficulties made meet- 
ings of the Library Extension Board impos- 
sible with a membership spread out from 
California to North Carolina. Board mem- 
bers were, however, active in library exten- 
sion in their own states and regions. 

Relations with the Library Extension Di- 
vision were again facilitated by the fact that 
the same person served as chairman of the 
board and president of the division. 

Completion of organization of a Division 
of Public Libraries was of importance in li- 
brary extension, and the secretary of the 
board was elected provisional executive secre- 
tary of the division. . 

Cooperation has been close with the Ca- 
nadian Library Council and its executive 
secretary. Permission was gladly given to 
reproduce many of the graphs and designs 
in The Equal Chance in the corresponding 
pamphlets issued by the council, Rural 
Canada Needs Libraries and Livres pour 
Aujourd’ hui et Demain. 

Relations with the Postwar Planning Com- 
mittee were facilitated by a member of this 
board’s serving as chairman of the committee 
and by the secretary of the board’s serving in 
the same capacity for the committee. State 
planning,. of concern to the board, is dis- 
cussed in the annual report of the committee. 

Margaret Fulmer resigned as public library 
specialist, July 31, after fifteen months of 
fine quality service, and returned to Montana, 
leaving a vacancy at the end of the year. 


Postwar 


The Council meeting of October 1944 was 
a milestone in library planning. On behalf 
of the Postwar Planning Committee, its sub- 
committees, and certain subject groups, the 
chairman led an organized presentation of a 
series of planning reports. Council took 
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Program Ahead 


The Council of the A.L.A. in October 
1944 expressed the belief “that national, state 
and local plans for educational and social 
progress in the postwar period can s+t no 
less a goal than public library service for all 
people of the United States and Canada.” 

If this goal is to be reached in the near 
rather than the far future, intensified effort 
is evidently needed, including: 


1. Bold planning on the part of the board 
itself and of the Council in its policy-making 
capacity 

2. Active moral and financial support on the 
part of the Executive Board of a dynamic li- 
brary extension program and of a staff to carry 
it out 

3. Coordinated effort through a full-time sec- 
retary at Headquarters and several regional 
field agents 

4- More help to state and provincial leaders 
in planning and in legislative and other action, 
through field work and national and regional 
meetings of such leaders 

5. Securing greater understanding and more 
effective work on the part of the many organiza- 
tions concerned with educational and _ social 
progress 

6. Building a firm foundation through experi- 
ments and demonstrations, surveys and research 
studies, and development of adequate publica- 
tions. 


Such a program could bring public library 
service to all the people of the United States 
and Canada within a brief span of years. 


Members of the board: H. Marjorie Beal, 
John Mackenzie Cory (in the armed forces), 
Carleton B. Joeckel, Helen E. Vogleson 
(alternate for Mr. Cory), Hazel B. War- 
ren. 

Mrs. Loteta Dawson FYAN, Chairman 
Juuia Wricut Merritt, Secretary and Chief 
Department of Information and Advisory 
Services 


Planning 


favorable action, approving, in principle, 
standards for public, school, prison, and 
hospital libraries, and received a report of 
progress.on college library planning. The 
committee held a meeting immediately pre- 
ceding Council sessions. 
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In public library planning the Post-War 
Standards for Public Libraries (now formally 
approved by the Council) continued to be 
used as a tool in surveys and in plans for 
state-wide and individual library development. 
Its value to public officials was emphasized 
in an article “Post-War Planning in the Pub- 
lic Library,” written by the chairman at the 
request of the International City Managers’ 
Association for Public Management for De- 
cember 1944 and reprinted in full in the 
British Municipal Journal and Public Works 
Engineer for Mar. 2, 1945. This was one of a 
series of articles on planning in various mu- 
nicipal fields which will be reprinted in 
pamphlet form. The important provisions of 
the standards were summarized for housing 
officials by Charles S. Ascher, of the National 
Housing Agency. For more popular use the 
standards were supplemented by a leaflet, 
Standards and Planning for Public Libraries, 
which made its first appearance at the Council 
meeting. Quantity orders from state library 
agencies and individual libraries, combined 
with distribution by the committee to national 
agencies and others, exhausted the first print- 
ing of five thousand within two months, and 
ten thousand more were printed. A supple- 
mentary statement on standards of support 
for the public library which provides school 
library service, was adopted by the committee 
in December, published in the 4.L.4. Bulletin 
for March 1945 (p. 116), and reprinted from 
Bulletin type. 

In order to give attention to the third step 
in public library planning (preparation of a 
national plan for public library development), 
the second step (an evaluation of the present 
service in the country as a whole) was tem- 
porarily by-passed. Detailed outlines for the 
national plan were worked out at a meeting, 
March 23-24, of the chairman and secretary 
of the committee, its public library members, 
and, as consultants, the President, President- 
Elect, and Executive Secretary of the A.L.A., 
the chairman of the Library Extension Board, 
and Lowell Martin, of the Graduate Library 
School. Writing of the text at A.L.A. Head- 
quarters was then undertaken by Amy Wins- 
low, June 7-July 7, on leave from the 
Cuyahoga County Library, with Fern Long, 
Cleveland Public Library, drafting two chap- 
ters. At the end of July the first draft was 
sent to the committee and consultants for 
criticism. Revision is in the hands of the 
chairman. 
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School Libraries for Today and Tomor- 
row; Functions and Standards was published 
in February 1945 as Number 5 in the series, 
Planning for Libraries, following approval by 
the Council in October. It was prepared by 
a joint subcommittee of this committee and 
of the Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People and its section, the American 
Association of School Librarians, with the 
help of a number of consultants. Mrs. Mary 
Peacock Douglas, who headed the subcommit- 
tee, had been a member of this committee 
from its first appointment. For more popular 
use a leaflet, High Lights from School Li- 
braries for Today and Tomorrow, was pub- 
lished. Both the leaflet and the standards 
were sent to influential educators. They met 
a warm reception from both librarians and 
school authorities. 

In the field of college library planning, Wil- 
liam Hugh Carlson and his Subcommittee on 
Postwar Planning for College and University 
Libraries completed a report on “College and 
University Libraries and Librarianship; an 
Examination of Their Present Status and 
Some Proposals for Their Future Develop- 
ment.” This also represents. cooperative 
effort. Mr. Carlson is a member of this 
committee, and the subcommittee which he 
headed also represents the Association of Col- 
lege and Reference Libraries and its Commit- 
tee on Wartime Activities. Publication in the 
series, Planning for Libraries, has been rec- 
ommended to the Editorial Committee by 
the A.L.A. Committee on Postwar Planning. 

Prison library standards prepared by the 
A.L.A. Institution Libraries Committee and 
the Libraries Committee of the American 
Prison Association under the chairmanship of 
Mildred Louise Methven, had been adopted 
by the latter association in May 1943. After 
approval by the A.L.A. Council in October 
1944, they were issued in planographed form 
by the A.L.A. and have met a real need. 

“Objectives and Standards for Hospital 
Libraries and Librarians,” compiled by a 
committee of the A.L.A. Hospital Libraries 
Round Table, were approved by Council and 
then referred to the newly organized Division 
of Hospital Libraries for further study look- 
ing toward improvement. They are available 
in mimeographed form. 

The need for a planning statement in the 
field of public library service to children and 
young people had been recognized earlier by 
the Division of Libraries for Children and 
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Young People. In April 1945 Elizabeth D. 
Briggs, president-elect of the division for 
1945-46, was added to this committee with 
the specific assignment of outlining the project 
and organizing a subcommittee to carry it 
out. She gave it first attention during the six 
weeks of the summer when she served as act- 
ing school and children’s library specialist at 
A.L.A. Headquarters. 

State planning is of concern to this com- 
mittee, to a committee of the Library Exten- 
sion Division, and to the Library Extension 
Board. The secretary of this committee was 
chairman of a group of three surveyors whose 
report was published as The Regional Library 
Experiment in Massachusetts, in Relation to 
the Library Situation in the State, September 
1944, and served as a consultant to the State- 
Wide Library Survey Committee of the 
Maryland State Planning Commission, whose 
report The Free Public Library in Maryland 
was published in December 1944. Other 
documents of importance issued this year are 
A Program for Regional Library Service in 
Connecticut, Connecticut Public Library 
Committee, 1944; Program for Library De- 
velopment in Washington, prepared by the 
Executive Committee of the Washington Li- 
brary Association, 1944; 4 Report on Library 
Conditions in Alabama, by the Postwar Plan- 
ning Committee of the Alabama Library As- 
sociation, 1945; and Canada Needs Libraries, 
reprinted by the Canadian Library Council 
from the Ontario Library Review, November 
1944, including briefs for the dominion and 
for most of the provinces. It is notable that 
state legislatures have already taken first steps 
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in carrying out recommendations in these re- 
ports. A state-wide public library survey of 
New York State is under way, at the initia- 
tive of the state library association, designed 
to evaluate present library service and plan 
for postwar development. Errett Weir Mc- 
Diarmid is directing the survey under the gen- 
eral supervision of the research division of 
the department of education. The Ohio 
legislature, at the request of the state library 
association and library trustees association, set 
up a library survey commission (composed of 
three members each of the Senate and the 
House and three persons appointed by the 
Governor) to study current library laws, 
financing, and services, and to make recom- 
mendations to the next legislature to further 
library interests. 

Municipal and county library planning, both 
for service and for buildings, is widespread. 
A few libraries have made the results avail- 
able to others; for example, The Post-War 
Program of the Public Library of the District 
of Columbia, 1945; The Library Plan for the 
City of San Jose, California, 1944, part of a 
general city survey; Plans for Post-War De- 
velopment, Wichita City Library, 1944. 

The coming year should bring intensified 
effort in all planning fields, if libraries are to 
be a force in the postwar period. 

Members of the committee: Elizabeth D. 
Briggs, William Hugh Carlson, Mrs. Mary 
Peacock Douglas, Paul Howard, and Amy 
Winslow. 


CaRLETON B. JoEcKEL, Chairman 
Juuia WricHT Merritt, Secretary 


Book Post 


With the book postage rates permanently 
settled by law (we hoped), there seemed so 
little for the committee to do early this year 
that it almost seemed wise to suggest its dis- 
solution. 

In May, however, the committee was 
startled to learn that a bill (H.R. 3235) had 
been introduced on May 16, 1945, providing 
for increased postage rates on books. It was 
a bolt out of the blue, and a hearing on it 
was called by the Committee on the Post 
Offices and Post Roads (House of Represen- 
tatives) for the following day. A near-by 
member of the A.L.A. Federal Relations 


Committee, Joseph C. Shipman of the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, represented 
A.L.A. at that hearing. He was accompanied 
by Ralph M. Dunbar, chief, Library Service 
Division, U.S. Office of Education. The testi- 
mony brought out that a cost-ascertainment 
test made by the Post Office Department dis- 
closed a deficit of $2,588,000 a year from the 
present book rates. H.R. 3235 was drawn 
with the purpose of raising rates to a point 
where it was estimated they would remove the 
deficit but not make a profit. 

Under the present law there is a flat rate 
on books shipped to any part of the United 
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States. Under the law that went into effect 
on July 1, 1942, this was fixed at three cents 
per pound or fraction of a pound. 

An exception was made in this law, how- 
ever, for books mailed by one library to an- 
other, or from a library to readers, or from 
the readers back to the library. This was 
limited to local mailings and to those in the 
first to third zones (three hundred miles 
maximum) or within the state in which 
mailed. This preferential treatment was pro- 
vided by a law passed in 1925 and was allowed 
to stand when the 1942 law was passed. 
This permits a postage rate on such books of 
three cents for the first pound and one cent 
for each additional pound. On library loans, 
then, if a book package is over one pound the 
postage is less (if the package is to go no 
farther than three hundred miles or within 
the state) than it would be for booksellers or 
others to send a similar package that same 
distance. This is because the general rates 
for each pound or fraction of a pound cost 
three cents, whereas for library books it is 
only one cent for each additional pound or 
fraction of a pound over the first, so long as 
the package does not go beyond the third zone. 

These rates were raised slightly by the 
Revenue Act of 1943, which includes a provi- 
sion that postage on fourth-class mail (which 
includes books) shall be increased by 3 per 
cent of existing rates or by one cent, which- 
ever is greater. This latter provision is to 
cease to be effective, according to the law, six 
months after hostilities end. Thus, if no 
other law were passed to the contrary in the 
meantime, the flat rate of three cents per 
pound would prevail again at that time, with 
the special rates noted above for library loans. 

The new bill introduced in May 1945 
(H.R. 3235) would substitute for this flat 
rate, however, a zone basis for book postage 
rates just as for other fourth-class matter. 
The theory of the zone system is that each 
package must bear all of its costs, and that 
means that the farther books must travel 
through the mails the higher the postage rates 
should be. 

As reported out by the House Committee 
on the Post Offices and Post Roads, H.R. 3235 
retains the preferential treatment given to 
interlibrary loans by the 1925 act but expands 
it to cover the entire country on a zone basis. 
It also extends this preferential treatment to 
all books purchased or otherwise sent to li- 


braries (including schools, colleges, organiza- 
tions, or associations not organized for profit, 
and none of whose net income inures to the 
benefit of any private stockholder or indi- 
vidual). Thus the new bill would give these 
special rates on books “when sent to or by li- 
braries . . .” even though coming from a book 
publisher or dealer. 

There would be no increase at all, so far as 
libraries are concerned, unless the books were 
to go farther than 1400 miles (which is the 
limit of the sixth zone from the place where 
the package was mailed). 

In certain instances the new rates would be 
cheaper for libraries than at present, viz., on 
packages weighing five pounds or over and 
sent locally or on packages weighing three or 
more pounds sent to the fourth, fifth, or sixth 
zones (which would be distances of anywhere 
from 300 to 1400 miles from the place where 
the packages were mailed). 

It is only when books going to or from 
libraries are to be sent to the seventh or 
eighth zones (anything over 1400 miles) 
that the proposed rates are increased. 

When the bill was first introduced, then, 
there was no provision that books being sent 
to libraries from publishers or book dealers 
or other sources than library loans would have 
any preferential rate. This meant that the 
proposed increased postage rates would apply 
to such books. This would mean an increased 
charge on library book funds, as a large per- 
centage of libraries receive the books that 
they purchase by mail rather than by express 
or freight and have to pay the postage charges. 

At a hearing of the House Committee on 
the Post Offices and Post Roads in June, 
A.L.A. was represented by Paul Howard, 
chairman of the Federal Relations Committee 
(which committee worked in collaboration 
with the Book Post Committee on this prob- 
lem). Luther H. Evans, Ralph M. Dunbar, 
and others also attended the hearing. 

Prior to this hearing, A.L.A. Headquarters 
had sent a questionnaire to representative 
libraries all over the United States in order 
to gather factual material as to the extent 
such new rates would be likely to cut into 
their book funds. On the basis of this data, 
the case was made for preferential rates on 
books being sent to libraries from publishers, 
dealers, and so on. 

The House Committee on the Post Offices 
and Post Roads then amended the bill to pro- 





346 


vide that such book packages going to libraries 
should have the same rates as those for li- 
brary books circulated by mail. It then re- 
ported favorably on the bill as’ amended, 
though by the narrow margin of ten to nine 
votes. The committee expressed its views in 
House Report No. 870 (79th Congress, Ist 
Session), and included is a section giving the 
minority views of eight members. One of 
these members, Congressman Hartley, intro- 
duced a bill (H.R. 3551) providing that books 
should have the same postage rates as news- 
papers and magazines (second-class mail, one 
and one-half cents a pound or fraction there- 
of). This has been referred to the House 
Committee on the Post Offices and Post 
Roads, but no action has yet. been taken on it. 
Since the majority of the committee expressed 
itself as in favor of the other bill (H.R. 3235), 
it would be surprising if they would act on 
Mr. Hartley’s bill while the other is still 
pending. Congress is in recess at the time of 
writing (in August),.and the next step when 
it meets again will be for the House of Rep- 
resentatives to vote on it. 

After consultation among A.L.A. Head- 
quarters, the Federal Relations Committee, 
and the Book Post Committee, it was decided 
not to take any further action on the bill 
until Congress reconvenes, and then to act 
only if it seems necessary. It is felt that the 
bill (H.R. 3235) seeks to give special con- 
sideration to libraries, not only for the books 
they send out, but also on books they pur- 
chase or otherwise receive, so that library 
book funds will not be drained to any great 
extent. It is only when books are sent more 
than 1400 miles from the library (i.e., beyond 
the sixth zone) that rates will be increased. 
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Thus few libraries will be affected adversely 
for even those that are far from the eastern 
book markets can secure many of their books 
from distributors that are within 1400 miles of 
them. On the other hand, there will be say- 
ings over present rates in some zones. 

The new bill does increase the rates for 
books sent by booksellers and individuals to 
destinations other than the libraries, schools, 
colleges, etc., which are granted the special 
rates. As believers in the diffusion of knowl- 
edge through books, we deplore any increase 
in postage rates that discourages such traffic. 
We can, and have, expressed these sentiments, 
but it is only in the field of libraries that we 
can protest with authority to the Committee 
on the Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Although the zone system of postage rates 
is a nuisance, the changes proposed in H.R. 
3235 are believed to be more likely to be 
beneficial than harmful to the vast majority 
of libraries. At the present time, at least, 
there is probably no need for librarians to take 
action so far as library interests are con- 
cerned. 

The Book Post Committee will continue to 
work in close cooperation with the Federal 
Relations Committee and A.L.A. Headquar- 
ters in watching the bills that have been in- 
troduced and any more that may come. The 
committee is well aware of the many oppor- 
tunities that arise in the legislative process for 
alterations to be made in bills, and for that 
reason it must continue to be alert in watching 
them until final action has been taken or the 
bills have died. 

Members of the committee: Orlando C. 
Davis and John Helenbeck Moriarty. 

Raymonp C. Linpquist, Chairman 


Federal Relations 


The year has brought an opportunity for 
increased usefulness and activity to the Fed- 
eral Relations Committee. The success of 
the Library Development Fund campaign has 
made possible a new era in federal relations. 

Activities of the committee as reported in 
the 4.L.4. Bulletin in November 1944 and 
January, February, March, April, June, and 
July 1945 indicate possible trends in the near 
future. 

The committee has been concerned with the 


following problems: surplus property, includ- 
ing surplus Army camp libraries; federal in- 
terest in educational facilities, especially the 
House Committee on Education’s proposals 
relating to aiding colleges adversely affected 
by the war, and an educational facilities bill 
designed to aid in the building of educational 
plants including libraries; and book post. The 
Federal Relations Committee has not been 
actively engaged on document problems this 
year because of the work of the Joint Com- 
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mittee on Government Publications. 

The chief results of the committee’s work 
have been a growing awareness of the relation 
of libraries to national problems and some 
recognition that libraries can make a contri- 
bution toward the solution of these problems. 
Working with the Book Post Committee, the 
Federal Relations Committee has been able 
to gain concessions on library postage which 
will probably prevent an additional annual 
charge of more than one hundred thousand 
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dollars on library books. Projects in all other 
fields mentioned are pending and some results 
should become apparent in the near future. 

Members of the committee: Charles H. 
Compton, Essae Martha Culver, Mrs. Lucile 
L. Keck, Marguerite Kirk, Raymond C. 
Lindquist, John Russell Mason, Joseph C. 
Shipman, Althea H. Warren, Beverly Wheat- 
croft. 


Paut Howarp, Chairman 


Library Legislation 


PART I. SUMMARY 


During the report year (August 1944 to 
July 1945) the volume of legislation passed 
exceeded that of the last few years. 
Throughout, a progressive tendency is mani- 
fest; yet, the progress achieved in some states 
and Canadian provinces clearly indicates that 
greater aggressiveness in other jurisdictions 
would have produced better results there. 
Much of the progressive legislation passed is 
of a general character and affects librarians 
and libraries only by implication; in some 
jurisdictions, however, librarians who are 
well known for their initiative and awareness 
of responsibility toward the community and 
the library profession and for their experience 
in legislative know-how, have pushed far 
ahead. 

If library legislation fails, it is usually due 
to one of two circumstances. The first reason 
for “dying in committee,” “not passing,” or 
“being vetoed” is inadequate technical prepa- 
ration. Previous legislation on the same sub- 
ject should be checked for possibilities of 
conflict with planned legislation, and in 
drafting bills the legislative style of codes 
and constitutional requirements should be 
complied with minutely. Usually some legis- 
lative or administrative office within the state 
will render technical help of this character; 
if not, the advice of an attorney should be 
sought. 

The second reason for failure of planned 
library legislation is, however, far more 
serious. This reason is inadequate sponsor- 
ship. Unless the members of the legislature 
and the governor are convinced of the use- 
fulness and necessity of proposed legislation, 
the best proposals will fail. Technical 


changes in the law often need only sponsor- 
ship by the administration. But as soon as 
the expenditure of funds is concerned, mem- 
bers of the legislature will want convincing 
proof of the advisability of legislative sugges- 
tions. Librarians frequently limit themselves 
to “swinging” one or two legislators to their 
side. Unless these individual legislators are 
particularly influential members of the legis- 
lature and unless they have an unusual in- 
terest in the development of libraries or the 
library profession, the results of this ap- 
proach of individuals will not, as a rule, be 
satisfactory. 

Again, frequently librarians approach legis- 
lators as individual librarians or as officers 
of professional library organizations which 
have -a small and politically disinterested 
membership. The success of this approach is 
usually less than anticipated, as legislators 
desire to work for the common whole and 
enact bills sponsored by organizations that are 
representative of large parts of the popula- 
tion. Experience confirms the view that 
legislative proposals which are approved and 
sponsored by representative citizens’ groups 
have a considerable chance of success. 

The committee has made a survey of the 
sponsorship of library legislation during the 
report year by representative citizens’ groups 
in twenty-nine states and one Canadian prov- 
ince. Among sponsoring organizations, wom- 
en’s clubs and professional organizations were 
active in six jurisdictions, parent-teacher or- 
ganizations in five, agricultural organizations 
in four, and veterans’ organizations in three; 
state employees’ associations played an im- 
portant part in two, and a trade union council 
in one. Also, the aid of one chamber of 
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commerce was enlisted. Manufacturers’ and 
merchants’ associations were not approached 
for assistance. 

There would seem to be a vast field of 
possibilities which librarians, as yet, have 
merely “tapped.” Organizations that work 
for civic improvement and development of 
resources should be kept well and systemati- 
cally appraised of library development plans 
within the state. And organizations repre- 
senting employee interests should have a clear 
view of salary conditions which should be 
abated. 

Increases in library funds and, particularly, 
improvements of the economic status of li- 
brarians and library employees are of singular 
importance in years of booming economy and 
of general price and salary advances. Un- 
fortunately, the committee was unable to 
gather data on salary increases in some of 
the largest libraries because state library 
agencies (which are the committee’s primary 
source of information) have been unable to 
furnish these data. It may be noted, how- 


ever, that one state library agency has decided 
to collect comparative statistics on salaries 
paid by libraries within their jurisdiction. 


While in many states library salaries are still 
considerably below the general salary level 
and in some states library employees do not 
fully enjoy wartime bonuses and advances 
granted to other public employees, remarkable 
improvements in salaries, retirement allow- 
ances, vacations, and observances of public 
holidays have been achieved in at least one- 
half of the states. 

Of thirty states which submitted informa- 
tion, twenty-eight reported over-all budget 
increases over the previous report year aver- 
aging about 15 per cent, whereas salary 
budgets were increased by approximately 16 
per cent over the previous year. 


PART II. STATE LIBRARY LEGISLATION 


ARCHIVES 
Kansas 


The reproduction of certain state records 
on microfilm and destruction of the original 
records is authorized by Chapter 331; such 
micro-records shall have full evidentiary 


value. 


Rhode Island 


A World War Records Subdivision was set 
up in the state library by executive order. 
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CENSORSHIP 
Massachusetts 


The general court enacted a new censor- 
ship law (Chapter 278) by which the exer- 
cise of censorship is taken away from local 
law enforcement agencies and put into the 
hands of the superior court. 


CERTIFICATION OF LIBRARIANS 
British Columbia 


Regulations concerning certification of |j- 
brarians, based on a 1944 law, were put into 
force on Aug. 15, 1945. 


CODIFICATION OF LIBRARY LAWS 
Georgia 


The chapter entitled “State Librarian” in 
the state’s code of 1933 was rewritten in 1945. 


New York 


Codification of the law relating to court 
libraries was vetoed. 


North Carolina 


Sections 160-65 and 160-77 of the general 
statutes were rewritten for purposes of 
clarification. 


Ohio 
The existing library laws were rewritten 
and recodified. 


W est Virginia 


Article 1 of Chapter 10 of the Code of 
1931 was re-enacted in revised form. 


CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS ON LIBRARIES 
Georgia 


The trend of incorporating provisions on 
libraries in state constitutions was continued. 
In the Constitution of Georgia delegation of 
certain legislative powers concerning libraries 
to counties was authorized. 


COUNTY LIBRARIES 
Arkansas 
County library services were extended by 
Act 168. 


DISTRIBUTION OF STATE DOCUMENTS 


California 
Chapter 1403 of the 1945 statutes provides 
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for distribution of 175 copies of state publi- 
cations to libraries which will be designated 
complete or selective depositories. 


EMPLOYMENT CONDITIONS 


Connecticut 


Connecticut passed numerous acts tending 
to improve the employment status of public 
employees, including librarians. Public Acts 
265, 299, 375, 381, 385, and 416 provide for 
better chances of individual employees to re- 
ceive salary increases and longer vacations and 
to enjoy the mandatory observance of legal 
holidays and rights of appeal in cases of lay- 
off. 


New Hampshire 


By Chapter 201 employees of political sub- 
divisions were enabled to participate in the 
state retirement system. 


Oregon 


Oregon’s legislation includes a state civil 
service act (Chapter 400) and a public em- 
ployees’ retirement act (Chapter 401). 


Texas 


A constitutional amendment to provide for 
a retirement system for state employees will 
be voted upon in 1946. 


EXTENSION SERVICES 

Illinois 

The scope of state-wide services rendered 
by the state library has been greatly increased 
by House Bill 526. 

FEDERAL AID 
(See also War Surplus Property) 

Rhode Island 


By Chapter 1551 the acceptance of federal 
funds and library materials was authorized. 


Tennessee 


A similar act was passed in Tennessee 


(Senate Bill 749, House Bill 625). 
FINES AND POSTAGE REIMBURSEMENT 


Maine 


By administrative rule the state library 
has abolished fines previously charged to li- 
braries and individual borrowers. Similarly 
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reimbursement of postage on loans has been 
done away with. 


LAW LIBRARIES 
California 


Under Chapter 1113 county law libraries 
may dispose of unusable property and may 
receive as gifts building sites for library build- 
ings from state and counties and cities. 


LEGAL PUBLICATIONS 
Connecticut 


By House Bill 577 the state library com- 
mittee appoints the editor of the Connecticut 
Law Journal and Connecticut Supplement, 
in which administrative regulations and de- 
cisions and court reports are published. 


LIBRARY TAXES 
Kentucky 


The constitutionality of Section 173.360 of 
the revised statutes, which refers to the man- 
datory levying of a minimum tax for public 
library purposes in certain classes of cities, 
was upheld by the Kentucky Court of Ap- 
peals in Board of Trustees vs. City of New- 
port, 187 S.W. 2d 806. 


Pennsylvania 

Act §1 clarifies the right of municipalities 
to make direct appropriation for public li- 
brary maintenance. 


MICROFILM 


California and Kansas 

The establishment of microfilm divisions in 
the California State Library and in the State 
Historical Society of Kansas has been author- 
ized by legislative action. 


RURAL LIBRARIES 


North Dakota 


Senate Bill 94 enables residents of rural 
areas to vote for the establishment of public 
library service. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
California 
Chapters 1078, 1165, 1239, 1240 deal with 
financial questions of school libraries. 
STATE LIBRARY AGENCIES 
Montana 
Under House Bill 99 the library commis- 
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sion, created in 1929, became operative on 
July 1, 1945. 


REGIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE 
Connecticut 


Senate Bill 829 which would have author- 
ized the establishment of regional library 
service on a moderate scale died in commit- 
tee. 


TRUST FUNDS FOR LIBRARIES 
Maine 


The bequest of funds for the establishment 
of a public library is construed by the supreme 
judicial court in Manufacturers National 


Bank vs. Woodward, 38 A. 2d 657. 


WAR SURPLUS PROPERTY 
Kansas 
By Chapter 315 a surplus property board 
was created, whose duty it is to assist state 


and local agencies in the acquisition of federal 
war surplus property. 


New York 


Chapter 685 enables the state education 
department to accept federal surplus library 
books or property. 


PART III. STATE LIBRARY AGENCY BUDGETS 
Figures in parentheses refer to the amount 


of the budgets reserved for salaries. 


Arkansas 


1944-45, $15,500 ($7,700); 1945-46 and 
1946-47, $25,720 ($12,220) each. 


California 
1944-45, $191,717 ($144,500); 1945-46, 


$220,424 ($167,870). The salary of the state 
librarian was raised from $5,000 to $7,500. 


Colorado 


1944-45, $7,730 ($4,780); 1945-46 and 
1946-47, $14,604 ($7,804) each. The increase 
is for capital outlay only. 


Connecticut 


State library: 1944-45, $202,794 ($144,294) ; 
1945-46, $223,525 ($144,294); 1946-47, 
$205,975 ($162,010). Public library com- 
mission: 1944-45, $16,060 ($13,590) ; 1945-46, 
$17,450 ($14,375). 
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Delaware 


1944-45, $10,700 
$12,000 ($6,400). 


($5,700) ; 


Florida 


1944-45, $15,675 
$24,520 ($15,000). 


($10,000) ; 


Georgia 


1944, 
($7,663). 


Illinois 


1943-45, $396,830 ($280,620) ; 
$458,082 ($334,272). 


$11,322 ($7,369); 1945, $11,470 


1945-47, 


Kansas 


1945-46, $30,320 ($21,170); 1946-47, 


$29,120 ($21,170). 


Kentucky 


1944-45, $20,000 
$20,000 ($13,555). 


($10,866); 1945-46, 


Louisiana 


1944-45, $150,000 ($77,425); 
$150,000 ($84,000). 


Maine 


1944-45, $42,833 
$56,570 ($25,002). 


($20,284); 1945-46, 


Massachusetts 


1944-45, $36,794 
$39,220 ($26,720). 


($25,094); 1945-46, 
Nevada 


1943-45, $21,900 
$23,380 ($14,880). 


($12,000); 1945-47, 
New Hampshire 

1945, $49,964 ($28,617); 1946, $52,870 
($29,590). 
New Mexico 

1945, $11,600 ($4,700); 1946, $19,700 
($6,565). $5,500 has been appropriated for 
rural aid in 1946. 
New York 


1945-46, $415,140 ($264,140). 
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North Carolina 

1945, $20,338 ($11,878); 1946, $21,719 
($14,594). 

Ohio 

1945, $113,517 ($41,892); 1946, $113,467 
($41,892). 
Oklahoma 

1945, $22,000 ($13,800); 1946, $23,280 
($14,880). 
Oregon 


State library: 1943-45, $139,155 ($99,920) ; 
1945-47, $180,140 ($130,140). 
State archives: 1945-47, $15,000 ($11,300). 


Pennsylvania 
1943-45, $240,000; 1945-47, $196,000. 
Rhode Island 


1944-45, $53,602 
$58,310 ($30,427). 


South Carolina 


1944-45, $15,000 
$20,000 ($6,400). 


South Dakota 


1944-45, $16,429 
$21,440 ($11,640). 


($30,427); 1945-46. 


($5,282); 1945-46, 


($8,799); 1945-46, 


Tennessee 

1944-45, $77,950 ($13,692); 1945-46, 
$98,951 ($14,868). The budget includes large 
amounts for regional library service and state 
aid for school libraries (1944-45, $62,545; 
1945-46, $82,831). 


Texas 


1944, $38,570 ($27,835); 1945, $38,570 
($28,066). 


Library 


Since its last report! the committee has con- 
tinued to watch the literature of public fi- 
mance and taxation as well as librarianship 
in an attempt to discover significant trends 
and important specific facts regarding or af- 
fecting library revenues. 

To cut down on overlapping in committee 


'A.L.A. Bulletin 38:336-37, 403. Oct. 1, 1944. 
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W est Virginia 


1944-45, $10,000 
$16,350 ($7,000). 


British Columbia 


1944-45, $31,890 
$38,990 ($16,740). 


($5,000); 1945-46, 


($12,240); 1945-46, 


PART IV. SUPPLEMENT TO American 
Library Laws 


In an informal exchange of opinion, the 
members of the committee discussed the ad- 
visability of supplementing the second edition 
of the American Library Laws. It was the 
unanimous opinion of the members that the 
committee’s annual report should be con- 
sidered an informal supplement to the 4 meri- 
can Library Laws, that every ten years a new 
edition of the American Library Laws should 
be compiled, and that in in-between years the 
American Library Laws should from time to 
time be supplemented by pamphlet or pocket 
supplements. 


PART V. 


Many of the members of the committee 
have served for more years than they would 
have under peacetime conditions. One of the 
results of long tenure was a gradual but com- 
plete revamping of the work done by the 
committee. As the chairman and most of the 
committee members cannot be reappointed, 
the committee refrains from making specific 
suggestions for the work of the committee in 
postwar years. 

Members of the committee: Francis X. 
Dwyer, James C. Foutts, William A. Gillard, 
Olive C. Lathrop, Alma C. Mitchill, Charles 
Keith Morison. 


WixuraM B. STERN, Chairman 


Revenues 


reporting and for brevity’s sake, comment on 
new state legislation affecting library reve- 
nues, including state aid, is left mainly to the 
Committee on Library Legislation and the 
Library Extension Board. Suffice it here to 
say that legislation and appropriations have 
been distinctly favorable in an encouraging 
number of instances, regarding both the estab- 
lishment of new library programs and the 
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better financing of old.? Special attention 
might be called, however, to Minnesota’s new 
law permitting an increase in tax levies for 
villages and cities of the second, third, and 
fourth class from three to five mills and to 
the Minneapolis charter amendment raising 
from two to three mills the amount of tax 
that may be levied for the Minneapolis Public 
Library. 

The library provisions of the new Mis- 
souri constitution are perhaps even more im- 
portant. Under one provision the state 
assumes responsibility for the establishment, 
development, and support of public libraries; 
another permits tax levies for library purposes 
to be in addition to the maximum limit set 
for other purposes. St. Louis is counting 
heavily on this for a much-needed increase in 
its library appropriations.® 

Increased library appropriations in individ- 
ual cities reflect a growing appreciation of 
what the American public library means to 
its communities. Thirty-one libraries in Con- 
necticut show an increase in public funds 
ranging from $20 to $14,458 in individual 
cases, or a total increase of $50,854. Nine 
show decreases totaling $4332. Public li- 


brary budgets in Georgia increased from local 
sources $64,818 in 1944 over funds voted in 


The first six months of 1945 show a 
State aid has 


1943. 
further increase of $21,950. 
added to this amount. 

In Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Allentown, 
and Lancaster have received increases. 
Thirty townships in Indiana have increased 
their tax rates this year and twenty-two 
towns and eighteen townships have decreased 
their rates. Among Ohio libraries which have 
received increases in 1945 are Cleveland, 
Cuyahoga County, Columbus, Springfield, 
Akron, Wooster, and Newark. In Michigan, 
Lansing is one of the cities receiving a sub- 
stantial increase, and in Kentucky about 95 
per cent of the library reports made available 
to the committee showed budget increases over 
the previous year. A new state law provides 
an increased mandatory minimum. A number 
of Wisconsin, Massachusetts, Nebraska, 
Texas, and West Virginia cities show indi- 
vidual increases; also New Orleans and Buf- 
falo. The full list with details available is 


2The A.L.A. Library Extension Board has mimeo- 
graphed details. 

3A.L.A. Bulletin 39:187-88, 201-04, May and June 
19045; and St. Louis Public Library . . , Annual Re- 
port, 1944-45, DP. 27. 
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too extensive to be published in this report. 

An article in Iilinois Libraries for February 
1945 stated, “Some libraries report receipts 
which are as much as 25 per cent below the 
amount specified in the appropriation ordi- 
nance.” This statement prompted the com- 
mittee to attempt an inquiry as to whether 
this was an unusual or a usual situation. The 
committee’s query,* however, stimulated only 
two replies. One librarian reported that he 
had received less than the amount made 
mandatory by the city charter for twenty 
years but that he did not see that anything 
could be done about it. The Library Reve- 
nues Committee was asked to do nothing 
about it. There had been a decrease of one 
hundred thousand dollars in the income of 
the city and a decrease in the population 
amounting to possibly ten thousand in recent 
years. The other reply received was from a 
library reporting a small increase for two 
new branches. 

No specific study has been attempted by 
the committee into the revenue situation of 
school, college, and university libraries, but 
attention should be called to the discussions 
of library finances and income in two new 
books—namely, Lyle’s The Administration of 
the College Library® and the new Wilson and 
Tauber volume on The University Library® 

In connection with the current bibliography 
appended to the committee’s report,’ as usual, 
attention is called to the following: 

At least four states—Michigan, New York, 
California, and Virginia—are making exten- 
sive studies of municipal revenue problems. 
Carl H. Chatters’ “Planning Municipal Fis- 
cal Policies’”® is a review of current problems 
and trends with suggestions on how cities can 
best prepare now for the postwar period. 
The Municipal Yearbook 1945 discusses 
“New Sources of Municipal Revenue,” p. 
201-05. (See also New York Times, Apr. 28, 
1945, “Cities Raise Taxes or Find New 
Ones.”) 

President Ulveling’s warning regarding pos- 
sible shoals ahead in the stream of income 
from both endowment and public sources and 
his proposal for a “government and tax study 
committee composed of librarians, political 
economists, and students of taxation to study 


4A.L.A, Bulletin gpises-a0, June 1945. 
5 New York City, Wilson, 1944. 

* Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1945. 
TSee p. 424-25, infra, 

8 Public Management 27:36-40, February 1945. 
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the effect on libraries of present tax struc- 
tures, to investigate trends in government, 
and to devise new legislative proposals which 
are sound in principle, adapted to current 
conditions, and cognizant of the importance 
of library service’® merit our thoughtful con- 
sideration and active cooperation. 


94.L.A. Bulletin 39:230, July 1945. 
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Changes in librarians’ salaries are matters 
within the scope of the Board on Personnel 
Administration, not of the Library Revenues 
Committee. 

Members of the committee: Walter T. 
Brahm, Laura B. Briesemeister, B. F. Coen, 
Edward A. Wight, Grinton I. Will. 


JoHN Boynton Katser, Chairman 


A.L.A. International Activities 


Board on International Relations 


The challenge, the opportunity, the respon- 
sibility of the relations with library friends 
in other parts of the world stand out even 
more impressively at the end of the second 
year of the work of this board than at its 
first, difficult as that may seem. 

A bare record of activities follows. It is 
necessary, Of course. It is about as adequate 
and thrilling, however, as a ship’s log is for 
a picture of the human interest of a voyage. 
Maximum and minimum thermometer read- 
ings, changes in barometric readings, set of 
the winds, distance covered—all are essential. 
Single or combined, they furnish but the bare 
skeleton of the story of the cruise. Those 
personal contacts, individual and organiza- 
tional, are quite as important in the record of 
the voyage of the board as in the memory of 
the passengers and crew whether on a man 
o'war, a liner, or a freighter. However, 
skeletons and logs are necessary for animals 
and for voyages, which will explain and ex- 
cuse the following outline sketch. 

The board has held two formal meetings 
during the year; the Committee on Aid to 
Libraries in War Areas, three; the Advisory 
Committee on Books for Latin America, 
three. 

A brief summary of finances follows. In 
this connection one must make it plain that no 
Association funds go to the board, the entire 
support coming from outside sources. Ex- 
penditures amounted to $306,711.91 for the 
calendar year. Receipts for the fiscal year 
were $894,440.79. The balance on hand is 
large on the face of the statement, but it 
will evaporate all too soon. The usual debit 


and credit statement is not possible because 
the appropriations come at different times and 
for differing periods. 

Changes in board and committee personnel 
began with the resignatién of Flora B. Lud- 
ington as chairman on the eve of her depar- 
ture for Bombay to head the first O.W.I. 
outpost library of information in India. She 
was succeeded by Keyes D. Metcalf. On 
Apr. 29, 1944, John Richmond Russell re- 
signed as chairman of the Committee on Aid 
to Libraries in War Areas, Wyllis E. Wright 
taking his place on the 22nd of May following. 
In May 1945 William Warner Bishop was 
named representative emeritus to the Interna- 
tional Federation of Library Associations, 
Mr. Metcalf to serve as the active man. 

In anticipation of calls for librarians for 
service abroad Agnes Camilla Hansen began 
in July 1944 compilation of a list of candi- 
dates, finishing her work in October and 
recording a promising number of possibilities 
if and when the Association is called on for 
action. 

Sixty-four thousand dollars was appropri- 
ated by the State Department for the opera- 
tion of the three libraries in Latin America, 
Mexico, Managua, and Montevideo, during 
1944, and $100,000 was provided by an agree- 
ment under the usual terms for 1945. The 
Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs pro- 
vided $39,497 for the Biblioteca Benjamin 
Franklin for 1943-44, making a total from 
the Department of State and the coordinator 
for the eighteen months’ period of $103,497. 
Seven thousand six hundred ninety-two dol- 
lars from the coordinator was budgeted for 
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Managua for 1944 in addition to the amounts 
above which were appropriated through the 
A.L.A. . 

Close connection has continued with the 
Liaison Committee on International Educa- 
tion. 

On May 12, 1944, Archibald MacLeish, 
Librarian of Congress, called a group of li- 
brarians together to talk about problems he 
saw as a consequence of attendance as a mem- 
ber of the United States delegation to the 
recent conference of Allied Ministers of Edu- 
cation in London. The meeting of minds 
on this occasion led the group to request the 
Librarian of Congress to ask the Department 
of State if it would care to learn whether 
the foreign offices of Great Britain and France 
would favor the calling of an international 
conference to discuss what libraries the world 
over should do to meet the conditions facing 
them in the new world. 

Another phase of the international side of 
the intellectual and cultural life was presented 
at a conference called by the National Re- 
search Council at its office in Washington on 
Dec. 13, 1944. 

At the United Nations Conference in San 
Francisco in April-May Mr. Milam repre- 
sented the library world, serving as one of the 
three American Council on Education con- 
sultants to the U.S. Department of State. 
As a member of the executive committee of 
the Liaison Committee on an International 
Office of Education, he has been active also, 
rejoicing with the rest of us in the news that 
Great Britain will call a United Nations con- 
ference to gather in London in November to 
develop an international organization for edu- 
cation and cultural relations. 

The need of an organized effort to collect 
books in this country for libraries in war 
areas has been close to the hearts of all 
librarians here since the war began. Various 
discussions headed up in a meeting of the 
Council of National Library Associations at 
Philadelphia on June 22, 1944, at which it 
was decided to organize a joint committee 
to sponsor and conduct this campaign for 
books. 

On the 11th of July following, the joint 
committee met in New York City with 
Messrs. Lord, Metcalf, and Milczewski rep- 
resenting the board. Another followed in 
New York on August 17. An executive com- 
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mittee was then formed, with Mr. Lord as 
chairman. 

It came to be felt that the problem should 
be presented to the public by a meeting spon- 
sored by the Department of State and the 
Library of Congress. This met in Washing- 
ton on Feb. 28, 1945. The morning session 
was presided over by Bryn J. Hovde, chief 
of the Division of Cultural Cooperation of 
the Department of State; the afternoon, by 
Luther H. Evans, Acting Librarian of Con- 
gress. Under Secretary of State Joseph C. 
Grew opened the morning session, with Gray- 
son N. Kefauver, Willys R. Peck, and Harry 
Miller Lydenberg following. In the after- 
noon Archibald MacLeish, Assistant Secre- 
tary of State, was followed by Bernhard 
Knollenberg, chairman of the joint committee, 
acting in the absence of Mr. Lord in Paris. 

Preparatory to this, Robert Alexander Mil- 
ler, librarian of Indiana University, had spent 
several weeks in the East studying the prob- 
lem and working out a tentative plan, much 
along the lines sketched by Mr. Knollenberg 
at the February meeting. As a result, the 
executive committee chose Kenneth R. Shaf- 
fer, of Indiana University, to develop the 
plans thus sketched. Mr. Shaffer began work 
in Washington on the first of April, funds 
for a period of three months being provided 
by the Rockefeller Foundation. 

During the year Charles F. McCombs 
finished editorial work on the list of books 
noteworthy as evidence of scholarship and 
research produced in the United States during 
1939-43. The primary purpose of the list 
was a guide for the buying of books from the 
grant of one hundred thousand dollars from 
the Rockefeller Foundation for libraries in 
war areas. Printing is now under way. Some 
thirty-five sets of about 550 volumes each 
will probably be gathered in this way and 
to this end. One incomplete set of 372 vol- 
umes was sent to London for display as a 
sample at the meeting of Allied Ministers of 
Education in the spring of 1945. Selection 
of titles published in 1944 is in the hands of 
the library of Harvard University. 

Messrs. Milam and Lydenberg made a tour 
of inspection in June-July 1944 to the libraries 
in Mexico, Managua, Montevideo, with trips 
for observation also and contact with library 
friends in Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Argentina, Brazil, 
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Venezuela. Their report and recommenda- 


tions were sent to the Department of State 
on Oct. 3, 1944. 

Brief mention may well be made of phases 
of the work connected with various countries. 
Details will be found at greater length in the 
monthly reports sent to the board. The sum- 
mary below sketches the larger picture. 


Latin America 


Friends from Latin America have come and 
gone as usual and with the usual profit to 
us here and—we hope—to them during and 
after their stay. Students from Argentina, 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Peru, and 
Panama have attended library schools at Co- 
lumbia University and the universities of Chi- 
cago, Denver, Michigan, and North Carolina. 

Enrique Ferrer from the university library 
at Cordoba, Argentina, spent two years at the 
library school of the University of California 
and returned home this summer of 1945. 

Luis F. Malaga, of the National Library 
of Peru, spent October-May at the Rochester, 
N.Y., Public Library, working as a specialist 
on the staff, and during the summer of 1945 
attended the school of library service at Co- 
lumbia University. 

From Brazil came Rone Amorin for three 
months. Helena Azevedo, of the library of 
the Natural History Museum at Rio de 
Janeiro, worked with Althea H. Warren at 
Los Angeles and visited other libraries. Au- 
gusto Meyer, of the Instituto do Livro, came 
from Rio with several hundred volumes for 
distribution on its behalf. 

Francis Thorne, of the library of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, went this sum- 
mer to organize the library of the Instituto 
Agronomico de Norte at Belem. 

At the request of the Minister of Education 
the Rockefeller Foundation sent three li- 
brarians to Rio to advise Rubens Borba de 
Moraes in connection with the reorganization 
of the national library at Rio, William A. 
Jackson, of Harvard, first; followed by Har- 
vie Branscomb, of Duke University, next; and 
Gaston Litton, of the National Archives, last. 
These three went as agents of the A.L.A. 
acting on behalf of the foundation. After 
Professor Jackson, Kathleen E. Clifford, of 
the Library of Congress staff, was sent under 
the plan for exchange of government per- 
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sonnel, she staying for one or two years, the 
others for periods up to four months. 

Sr. Julian Marchena, director of the Na- 
tional Library at San José, spent several 
months on an extended visit as guest of the 
Department of State and the A.L.A. 

From Cuba two visitors were specially wel- 
come, Fermin Peraza Sarausa, editor of 
Anuario Bibliografico Cubano and librarian 
of the public library of Havana; and Jorge 
Aguayo, assistant librarian of the University 
of Havana. 

For Ecuador we think with pleasure of the 
selection of the Washington office to help 
Mrs. Truxton Beale work with the Depart- 
ment of State in buying several hundred 
books to be sent to the national library as a 
gift of Mrs. Beale. 

In Mexico Rudolph H. Gjelsness retired as 
director of the Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin 
in September 1944, Harold W. Bentley, of 
Columbia University, succeeding him in Oc- 
tober. 

From Guadalajara came José Cornejo 
Franco, librarian of the State Library of 
Jalisco, for three months late in 1944. 

Mr. Milczewski attended the Congress of 
Librarians and Archivists in Mexico in Oc- 
tober 1944, also the book fair that followed. 

From Managua Edward M. Heiliger re- 
ports the opening of a children’s reading room 
on Jan. 14, 1945, the opening of an addition 
to the building, extensive displays of art 
material sent from the United States as well 


.as work of local artists, and the publication 


of six bibliographies. 

Peru sent Emilio Harth-Terre, the archi- 
tect for the new building of the National 
Library at Lima. We had also the pleasure 
of greeting Delfina Otero V., on her way 
from Lima to study at the New York Insti- 
tution for the Education of the Blind. Jorge 
Basadre, national librarian, reports that the 
first class in the library school at Lima gradu- 
ated in June 1944; also that the second class 
opened on Jan. 15, 1945. The work of the 
second class differs from the first in aiming at 
greater concentration of both students and 
curriculum. It will be limited to ten stu- 
dents and to work in cataloging and classify- 
ing, a course of two hours for three days a 
week for six months. Dedication of the new 
building is hoped for during July 1945. 

In Uruguay Arthur E. Gropp reported 
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that the second year of the library school 
finished in December 1944. Of the class of 
thirty-nine, passing grades were given to 
thirty-eight. Dr. Gropp spoke with special 
appreciation of the quality of some of the 
theses presented on the history of the library 
movement in Uruguay. The Boletin de la 
Biblioteca Artigas-Washington made its ap- 
pearance with volume 1, number 1, in March 
1945, this issue devoted to “homenaje a José 
Pedro Varela.” 


Europe 


Connections with France have been particu- 
larly extensive and intimate. Mr. Lord spent 
the first three months of 1945 in Paris at the 
request of the trustees of the American Li- 
brary in Paris to study its future as well 
as its situation due to the war. After he left 


in April, Frederick W. Stewart, formerly of 
the staff of the American Council of Learned 
Societies and more recently working with 
O.W.I. in Paris, took over as acting director. 
Contact has been made and continued with 
various friends of the universities of Caen 
and Strasbourg in connection with relief and 


rehabilitation. Current issues of 150 scien- 
tific periodicals were sent to the Centre Na- 
tional de la Recherche Scientifique, largely 
confined to the social, medical, and natural 
sciences. 

From Great Britain came early in the year 
Sir John Forsdyke, director and principal li- 
brarian of the British Museum, with Dr. 
Henry Thomas, keeper of printed books, on a 
tour in connection with the rebuilding of the 
museum structure. To Great Britain went 
in April Carl M. White, director, Columbia 
University Libraries, to serve as library con- 
sultant for the United States delegation to 
the Conference of Allied Ministers of Educa- 
tion. It is pleasant to think of the choice of 
the board as agent to buy books for distribu- 
tion to British libraries on behalf of Helen 
Barrett Speers of Montclair, N.J. Some of 
her friends collected in her memory $2500 
for buying thirty-five sets of books for chil- 
dren to go to places in Britain whence came 
children to Montclair early in the war to 
escape bombing. Five hundred dollars will be 
spent for a collection of British books as a 
tribute to Mrs. Speers in the Montclair pub- 
lic library. 
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For Norway we have bought for American 
Friends of Norway, also for the Norwegian 
government, the latter on selections by Sig- 
mund Skard. 


Near East 


It may be well to note that the Department 
of State sent to twelve places in this region 
basic collections of 270 reference books, four- 
teen collections of 60 medical books, and 
eighteen collections of 120 volumes of stand- 
ard elementary books. 


China and the Far East 


That the work of the board in these regions 
has been far from somnolent is shown by the 
statement presented by Charles H. Brown, 
chairman of the subcommittee charged with 
this special duty. Insisting that the impor- 
tance and promise of the field calls for more 
detailed statement than is possible here, Mr. 
Brown summarizes the situation thus for 
China and the Far East. 

The Chinese government asked for an 
American librarian to be sent to China for a 
year. Carl M. White, director of Columbia 
University Libraries, was chosen, made de- 
tailed plans, was unable to go when unex- 
pected developments arose in connection with 
transportation and other phases. It became 
possible, however, for Mrs. Wilma Fairbank, 
of the Division of Cultural Cooperation of the 
Department of State, to leave for Chungking 
in May 1945, bearing a very special interest 
in libraries. 

Dr. T. L. Yuan, of the National Library of 
Peiping, represented the Chinese government 
on an extended tour of the country, develop- 
ing close contact with librarians and attending 
the United Nations Conference at San Fran- 
cisco in April-June. He has been remarkably 
successful in connection with the cooperative 
buying of Chinese material for thirteen Amer- 
ican libraries. As of May 1, 1945, some 130 
individual books and reports have come from 
China for the participating institutions, cost- 
ing about $230 for each library and about 
$1.80 a volume. 

Dr. S. T. Y. Seng, of the Boone Library 
School, reports a grant by China of $430,000 
for laboratory equipment and books in the 
United States, the lists to be prepared in 
China. 
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The Department of State allotted one hun- 
dred thousand dollars to the Association for 
books for China. Buying is now well under 


way. 

The National Research Council of China 
has named a committee to aid in the distribu- 
tion of books in China bought through the 
Association. Dr. Wong Wen-hao, the geolo- 
gist, minister of economic affairs, vice premier, 
and chairman of the War Production Board, 
is chairman. Dr. Yuan is secretary. It is 
hoped that this may eventually become an 
advisory committee of development for li- 
braries in China. 

Dr. Chiang Mon-lin, former president of 
the University of Peiping, a recent visitor to 
the United States, has been appointed secre- 
tary-general of the cabinet of ministers. 

A list of periodicals published in China 
during the war is under way at the National 
Library of Peiping. It may well serve as 
basis for joint action by American libraries 
to ensure that at least one copy of every 
title is somewhere in this country. — 

The Foreign Economic Administration of 
the United States, in cooperation with the 
Chinese, has reported on the need of scien- 
tific and technical libraries in China and has 
proposed the setting up of several such li- 
braries as an aid in the industrialization of the 


country. 


Philippines 


Reliable reports indicate that few if any 
libraries have escaped destruction, that the 
Japanese have been unbelievably successful in 
their systematic destruction of every book in 
English. Plans for rehabilitation are now go- 
ing forward. 


India 


Through Dr. J. M. Kumarappa, now on a 
visit to the United States, we learn that the 
librarian of the Tata Institute of Social Sci- 
ences will be sent hither to study library 
work and sociology. 

Plans are announced for the sending of 
five hundred students from India to the 
United States each year for the next three 
years. Their field will be the sciences; their 
aim, the industrialization of India. It is 
hoped that some may be trained as librarians 
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for these specialties in much the same way 
as is planned for China. 

Miss Ludington reports from Bombay that 
a conference of librarians of India will be 
held in Baroda next January. Plans are un- 
der way to help in connection with exhibits 
from the United States as to books and 
periodicals, buildings, equipment. 


This report was prepared by Dr. Lyden- 
berg, director of the A.L.A. International 
Relations Office. The headquarters of the 
office is in the Library of Congress Annex in 
Washington, and the work of the board has 
been carried on from there. The chairman 
of the board wants to record the indebtedness 
of the board and the Association as a whole 
to Dr. Lydenberg and to Mr. Milczewski, his 
assistant, who have been responsible for the 
tremendous amount of work that has been 
accomplished and who worked throughout the 
year under great pressure and with a staff 
that was inadequate in size. 

Members of the board: William Warner 
Bishop (consultant), Charles H. Brown, Ru- 
dolph H. Gjelsness, Milton E. Lord, John 
Richmond Russell. 

Members of the Committee on Aid to Li- 
braries in War Areas: Wyllis E. Wright, 
chairman, William Warner Bishop, Charles 
F. McCombs, John Richmond Russell, Janet 
F. Saunders. 

Members of the Committee on Library 
Cooperation with Europe and Africa: Milton 
E. Lord, chairman, Milton James Ferguson, 
Charles R. Sanderson, Ruth Savord, Helen 
Lawrence Scanlon. 

Members of the Committee on Library 
Cooperation with Latin America: Rudolph H. 
Gjelsness, chairman, Lewis Hanke, vice chair- 
man, Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, Charles 
F. Gosnell, Eleanor Mitchell, Sarita Robin- 
son. 

Members of the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with the Orient and South Pacific: 
Charles H. Brown, chairman, John G. Bar- 
row, Harry Clemons, Mrs. Evelyn Steel Lit- 
tle, Ralph A. Ulveling, Carl M. White, Ralph 
Munn (consultant), Dr. T. L. Yuan (con- 
sultant). 


Keyes D. Metcatr, Chairman 
Harry M. Lypenserec, Director 
International Relations Office 





4.L.4. BULLETIN: OCTOBER 15, 1945 


Canadian Library Advisory Board 


The personnel of this board is identical with 
that of the Canadian Library Council, in- 
corporated under dominion law in December 
1943. 

The council, during the past year, has pub- 
lished the Canadian Library Council Bulletin, 
a bimonthly of Canadian library news and 
views of interest to the library world; Canada 
Needs Libraries, which includes the council’s 
brief, Library Service for Canada, and the 
briefs of the Canadian provinces as published 
in the Ontario Library Review, November 
1944; and has provided news to library jour- 
nals at home and abroad. 

The council has supplied publications and 
advice to localities interested in establishing 
library services in provinces which have no 
government library agencies. It has cooper- 
ated with national and international bodies; 
e.g., by supplying library mailing lists to the 
Canada-United States Committee on Educa- 
tion; by bringing to the attention of the 
Canadian Council of Education for Citizen- 
ship the need for a “Reference Book on 
Canadian Civics,” the financial needs of the 
Canadian catalogue, etc.; by cooperating with 
the Wartime Information Board in the com- 
pilation of its List of Dominion Government 
Publications; by advising the Canadian Feder- 
ation of University Women as to the merits 
of a library project whose financial support 
might be undertaken by the members. 

The council met in Ottawa, April 26-28, 
to review the work of the year and to plan 


the activities of 1945-46. Ralph A. Ulveling 
represented the A.L.A. at a meeting which 
discussed Canadian-American relations. It 
was decided that “a committee be appointed 
to study future relations with A.L.A., and 
that a request be made to that body to ap- 
point a similar committee.” 

The council adopted the recommendations 
that 


(1) With the approval of provincial associa- 
tions, the Canadian Library Council call an 
organizational conference to establish a Cana- 
dian Library Association 

(2) The library resources and needs of the 
dominion be surveyed in order to ascertain con- 
ditions as they exist today 

(3) This undertaking be brought to a con- 
clusion within the next twelve months. 


The film “Library on Wheels,” under pro- 
duction by the National-Film Board, has been 
promised for early fall. The film shows li- 
brary book van service in the Fraser Valley 
of British Columbia. 

The council expressed its sense of indebted- 
ness to the American Library Association and 
its appreciation of the international work of 
the A.L.A. in the interests of libraries and 
the individual librarian. 

Members of the board: Thomas R. Barcus, 
Nora Bateson, J. A. Brunet, Alexander Cal- 
houn, Elizabeth Dafoe, Gerhard R. Lomer, 
Angus Mowat, Edgar S. Robinson, Charles 
R. Sanderson. 

Marcarst S. GItt, Chairman 


Foreign Libraries to Receive the Printed Catalog of the 
Library of Congress 


As reported a year ago, the committee be- 
lieved that it was unwise to make the final 
allocation before the end of the war. It has, 
however, arranged for sending sets to the 
Imperial Library in Calcutta and to the Na- 
tional Library of Brazil. It has also agreed 
on allocations to the national libraries of Co- 


lombia, Peru, and Uruguay, and to the li- 
braries of the universities of Buenos Aires, 
Chile (Santiago), and Havana. 

Members of the committee: Flora B. Lud- 
ington and John Richmond Russell. 


Keyes D. Metcatr, Chairman 


Cooperative Purchases of Chinese Materials 


(Joint Committee) 


During the fiscal year 1944-45 a total of 
117 Chinese titles were distributed to thir- 


teen cooperating libraries, and at the end of 
that period three thousand dollars of the total 
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four thousand dollars sent to China had been 
expended. Accordingly, a poll was taken of 
all libraries concerned asking for a vote on the 
continuation of the project for another fiscal 
year. Replies were received from all libraries 
and the vote was unanimous in favor of con- 
tinuation. At the same time many of the 
librarians expressed a high degree of satis- 
faction with the quality of the material 
received. Accordingly the project will be con- 
tinued until July 1, 1946. 
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The cooperating libraries are: Columbia 
University, Harvard University, New York 
Public, Northwestern University, Yale Uni- 
versity, the universities of California, Chi- 
cago, Hawaii, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Pennsylvania, and Washington. 

Members of the committee: James .T. 
Babb, Charles Harvey Brown (ex officio), 
Harold L. Leupp. 


RatpH A. Beats, Chairman 


The Educational Role of Libraries 


Adult Education Board 


In spite of war conditions the board was 
able to hold two meetings during the October 
meeting of the A.L.A. Council. This per- 
mitted the adoption of a working calendar, 
the appointment of committees, the prepara- 
tion of a policy statement to be presented to 
the Council, and the definition of major in- 
terests for the year. 

Before the board had completed its or- 
ganization it tackled the most important adult 
education problem faced by our Association 
today. The failure of the A.L.A. to have on 
its staff a full-time adult education specialist 
is one of the chief factors in libraries’ loss 
of leadership in a field once served so well. 
Charles H. Compton prepared for the board 
a strong request for the appointment of a 
specialist—a request that was denied by the 
A.L.A. Executive Board because of a lack of 
funds. 

The presence of a public library specialist 
at Headquarters, Margaret Fulmer, who 
served as secretary to the board, has relieved 
this omission somewhat, but neither one per- 
son, burdened with many other duties, nor 
the members of the board, scattered geo- 
graphically as they are and engaged in full- 
time work, can accomplish what should be 
done—namely, to stimulate libraries toward 
greater responsibility in community adult 
education activities; to aid in dissemination of 
information about methods, materials, and 
programs; and to restore libraries to a place 
of leadership in informal educational work 
with groups and individuals. , The return of 


Miss Fulmer to administrative duties in 
Montana, after yeoman service in behalf of 
adult education, presents a real crisis which 
the board has suggested should be met in two 
ways: first, by the appointment of a successor 
to Miss Fulmer who will be able to devote 
considerable time to adult education work, 
and second, by the preparation of a program 
at Headquarters to be financed by private 
interests. The.former is admittedly a tem- 
porary solution if the A.L.A. and libraries 
intend to recover leadership in the field. The 
latter has reached the budget stage and will 
be presented soon to likely financial interests, 
providing the A.L.A. Executive Board ap- 
proves. 

The program presented in this fund appeal 
includes a specialist at Headquarters, with a 
secretarial staff and field workers directed 
toward further studies in the techniques of 
adult education, demonstrations, experimen- 
tal programs, preparation of manuals, dis- 
covering and making available materials in 
quantity, and, above all, securing in local 
libraries one or more phases of a worth-while 
adult education program. This clearly calls 
for an annual budget of nearly fifty thou- 
sand dollars, which obviously must be secured 
from outside sources. Without a meeting 
of the board in prospect these plans will be 
further developed by correspondence for pres- 
entation to A.L.A. 

Other activities referred to above included 
the preparation of a policy statement which 
was adopted by the Council, This re-empha- 
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sized the role of the library in adult education 
and was widely printed and distributed. 

Since the definition of major interests of 
the board for the year included emphasis on 
more attention to adult education in the li- 
brary school curriculum, the subcommittee 
was continued in order to prepare a confer- 
ence in print on the subject, which appeared 
in the September 1945 issue of the 4.L.A. 
Bulletin. The chairman of this committee, 
Sigrid A. Edge, has recently been requested 
to prepare an article for publication in a 
leading library magazine on her thesis on this 
subject. 

Pauline J. Fihe has headed a subcommittee 
to discover readable material for those less 
skilled as readers. The Rudolf F. Flesch 
formula is being used in the revision of the 
Books for Adult Beginners which will ap- 
pear later. 

Doris L. Hoit is chairman of a subcommit- 
tee on family life education which is develop- 
ing practical programs and materials in this 
field. 

The principles and theories of library adult 
education programs have been well stated, as 
has been pointed out several times following 
the release of the policy statement by the 
Council last October, but librarians must 
secure greater emphasis on these programs 
in actual practice. With that in mind the 
board has considered those elements which 
will help to secure in each local library the 
inclusion of some phase of an adult education 
program; therefore, the attention to the li- 
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brary school curriculum, the attempt to 
develop contacts with adult education com- 
mittees in each state association, the proposal 
to release information for use in state library 
publications. In these activities the board is 
only now ready to proceed. Continuity in 
membership should mean immediate develop- 
ment of these projects. 

The Gallup poll of December 16 indicated 
that twenty-five million adults would like to 
enroll in adult education courses after the 
war, with interests divided primarily between 
vocational courses and professional and scien- 
tific study. The library as a source of in- 
formal education may be the only institution 
available to many who wish to participate. 
Here is a great challenge and opportunity. 
There is also a great need for civic education, 
for family life education, for the “Great 
Books Forum” which is to be presented ex- 
perimentally in the Chicago area by public 
libraries and the University of Chicago this 
year, and for the greater development of 
other cultural courses as a part of the li- 
brary’s service to individuals and groups. 

The board re-emphasizes that continuing 
self-education is essential in a democratic 
society. The library is potentially the best 
single source for informal self-education. 

Members of the board: Leslie E. Brown, 
Charles H. Compton, Mrs. Marion Emsley 
Hawes, Ruth Rutzen. 


RicHarp B. SEALock, Chairman 
MarcareT Futme_r, Secretary 


Association of College and Reference Libraries 


No meetings of the A.C.R.L. nor of any 
of its sections were held during the year. 
Consequently, this report will be limited to a 
brief account of the meetings of the board 
of directors and a summary of committee ac- 
tivities as reported to the board. 

The board of directors met in Chicago at 
the Drake Hotel on Oct. 12, 1944. This 
meeting was scheduled for the period during 
which the A.L.A. Council was in session. It 
was thought that Council members who were 
also directors would attend and that no extra 
travel would be involved in calling a meeting 
at that time, 


Reports from the following committees 
were presented: 

Committee on Constitution and By-Laws: 
Chairman Samuel W. McAllister called at- 
tention to two proposed amendments to the 
constitution. One of these amendments has 
to do with the board of directors; the other, 
with life membership. Both of these amend- 
ments await formal approval by a vote of 
the members at the next general session of 
the A.C.R.L. 

Committee on Interlibrary Loans: This 
committee recommended that _ interlibrary 
Joans should not be sent during the Christmas 














rush. It was the opinion of the directors 
that this was a matter which each library 
should decide for itself. Consequently, the 
recommendation of the committee was re- 
jected. 

Conference in Print: See below, under di- 
rectors meeting of June 22. 

Committee on College and University Li- 
brary Buildings: Chairman Ralph Eugene 
Ellsworth suggested that the information as- 
sembled by his committee should be published. 
He also suggested that a question-and-answer 
column in College and Research Libraries 
might be a good means of disseminating some 
of the information that has come into the 
hands of his committee. 

The meeting of the board of directors, June 
22, 1945, is described in the following ex- 
cerpts from President Winifred Ver Nooy’s 
report on the meeting: 


An informal meeting of the board of directors 
of the Association of College and Reference Li- 
braries was held in Chicago at the Hotel Con- 
tinental on Friday afternoon, June 22, at two 
o'clock. The following were present: Winifred 
Ver Nooy, president; Blanche Prichard McCrum, 
vice president and president-elect; Mrs. Vera 
Southwick Cooper, treasurer; Charles V. Park, 
secretary; Fina C. Ott, chairman of College Li- 
braries Section; Mary Floyd and Eleanor Weir 
Welch, both from the Libraries of Teacher- 
Training Institutions Section. 

The president reviewed the outstanding busi- 
ness transacted during the year. While none of 
the chairmen of the committees was able to be 
present, the reports at hand were read. 

Errett Weir McDiarmid, chairman of the 
Committee on the Conference in Print, reported 
that “the Conference in Print Committee has 
arranged for discussion on two subjects: the 
subject of cooperation and the subject of com- 
munication and library service. In the case of 
both discussions, leading articles were prepared; 
on cooperation by Robert Bingham Downs, and 
on communication by Harold D. Lasswell. These 
articles were then circulated to several persons 
who were asked to prepare comments and fur- 
ther discussions. 

“This material has all been sent to the edi- 
tors of College and Research Libraries and will 
appear as Part II of the September 1945 issue.” 

Charles F. Gosnell was appointed the A.C.R.L. 
representative to the Microcard Committee of 
which Fremont Rider is the chairman. The com- 
mittee held a four-day meeting in New York in 
January, a summary of which will appear in 
College and Research Libraries for September 
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1945, Part II, under the title “Microcards—The 
Next Steps.” The proposed code for microcards 
was adopted at this meeting. It, also, will ap- 
pear in College and Research Libraries for Sep- 
tember, Part II. 


In addition to the committee reports men- 
tioned above, Chairman Clarence S. Paine, 
of the Committee on Publications, later sub- 
mitted a long written report to President Ver 
Nooy. This report is too long to include 
here. It shows, however, that this committee 
has attacked its problems vigorously. It has 
developed some promising publishing plans in 
consultation with Everett O. Fontaine, chief 
of the Publishing Department of the A.L.A. 

Perhaps the most important problem con- 
sidered by the A.C.R.L. directors during the 
year was that of a college library specialist 
at A.L.A. Headquarters. 

At the October 12 meeting the directors 
were informed that it had been proposed that 
an assistant executive secretary be appointed 
to represent the A.C.R.L. on the A.L.A. staff 
—one half of the salary of this person to be 
paid by the A.L.A. and one half by the 
A.C.R.L. 

After discussion of the above proposal the 
directors approved the following statement: 
“Tt is the consensus of this group that the 
A.C.R.L. should have secretarial service at 
A.L.A. Headquarters, to be financed on the 
same basis as such representatives of other 
groups.” 

Later in the year this question of college 
representation on the A.L.A. staff became 
acute. President Ver Nooy sent a circular 
letter to the directors in which she asked if 
they thought the matter should be pressed at 
this time. ‘The directors were very much in 
favor of presenting the case for such esepre- 
sentation to the A.L.A. Executive Board. 
Consequently, President Ver Nooy prepared 
a statement which was submitted to the Ex- 
ecutive Board. That board then invited the 
A.C.R.L. directors to meet with them at 
A.L.A. Headquarters in Chicago on Saturday, 
June 23, to discuss the problems involved. 
President Ver Nooy reported that joint meet- 
ing in the following words: 

The important meeting came on Saturday, 
June 23, when the board of A.C.R.L. met with 
the Executive Board of A.L.A. The members 
present on Friday were also present at this 
meeting. The A.L.A. was represented by Carl 
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Vitz, Ralph A. Ulveling, Mary U. Rothrock, 
Emerson Greenaway, Rudolph H. Gijelsness, 
Carl H. Milam, and R. E. Dooley. Miss Ver 
Nooy presented the plan for a college library 
representative at the Headquarters of A.L.A. 
(This plan was sent to you [the directors] early 
in June.) There was considerable discussion 
of the proposed service and the representatives 
of the Executive Board were not only sympathe- 
tic to the establishment of this new service, but 
recognized the establishment of the service as 
an obligation to which the Association is com- 
mitted. The officers stated that the A.L.A. is 
also definitely committed to the establishment 
of a research and statistical service, and they 
are convinced that a major expansion of the 
personnel activities and placement service is an 
obligation that cannot be avoided. There is no 
apparent opportunity to provide funds for any 
of these activities out of regular funds unless 
certain other essential activities are discontinued. 


: OCTOBER 15, 1945 


The income next year probably will be a little 
less than it has been this year; but it is the 
policy of the A.L.A. Executive Board to secure 
more funds rather than to squeeze further the 
present limited budget. To this end it has en- 
gaged a man to represent it in opening up pos- 
sible sources of funds and actually to solicit 
funds. The object is to obtain money for gen- 
eral purposes if possible, and for special pur- 
poses if they are not obtainable for general ex- 
penditures. Among the specific purposes, the 
college library advisory service is at the top of 
the list. If general funds are obtained, the col- 
lege library advisory service would be among 
the first to benefit from them. 


The president of the Association of Col- 
lege and Reference Libraries was Winifred 
Ver Nooy. 


Cuartes V. Park, Secretary 


School and Children’s Library Office 


In the last year of the war, planning for 
the months and years ahead has been an 
inevitable concern in every field of activity. 
Individuals and agencies with responsibility 
for services to children and youth have been 
keenly aware of the necessity for it. Even 
though short staffed and hard pressed by 
additional wartime responsibilities, there has 
been significant planning in progress. 

Librarians in their own professional groups 
and in cooperation with other professional 
personnel working with youth are looking at 
the future which boys and girls are facing and 
are seeking ways to help them become 
equipped and ready. 

The school library standards, School Li- 
braries for Today and Tomorrow (A.L.A., 
1945)* are a tangible result of one aspect of 
planning for youth. They were prepared as 
a part of the A.L.A. planning program under 
the sponsorship of the A.L.A. Postwar Plan- 
ning Committee by a committee representing 
both the Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People and its section, the Ameri- 
can Association of School Librarians. They 
are based on an understanding of young 
people and of the kind of educational pro- 
grams which are gradually developing. They 
provide a means for studying the needs of 
each school for library materials of all kinds 
and for the services which help children to 
gain a growing facility in their use. 


In considering plans for library services to 
children and youth from public libraries, a 
more extended statement than that in Post- 
War Planning for Public Libraries (A.L.A., 
1943) was recognized as desirable. Again 
the A.L.A. Postwar Planning Committee and 
the Planning for Libraries Committee of the 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People are working together to analyze li- 
brary needs of boys and girls, review present 
practices, and recommend programs, person- 
nel, and facilities to provide adequate ma- 
terials and services. 

Opportunity to cooperate with other pro- 
fessional personnel in obtaining background 
for planning and in working out programs 
comes frequently to A.L.A. on the national 
level as to library organizations and indi- 
viduals on the state and local levels. The 
school and children’s library specialist 
attended the first White House Conference 
on Rural Education out of which came 4 
Charter of Education for Rural Children 
(U.S. Government Printing Office, 1945). 
One of the ten “educational rights” included 
is that “every child has the right through his 
school to health services, educational and 
vocational guidance, library facilities, recrea- 
tional activities, and, where needed, school 
lunches and pupil transportation facilities at 
public expense. Such special services, because 
they require the employment of specially 
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qualified personnel, can be supplied most easily 
through enlarged units of school administra- 
tion and the cooperation of several small 


schools.” Library services to small schools 
must depend on these larger school units or 
on library units which are county-wide or 
multi-county in size. 

To learn more about the ways in which 
rural children and young people are now 
obtaining library services in areas where that 
service is established, a study begun last year 
of such services in thirty-five county and 
regional libraries has been continued by the 
school and children’s library specialist. It is 
hoped that the results can be put in a form 
which will make it possible to share the 
experiences of these libraries more readily 
and which will perhaps prove helpful in 
evaluating present library practices and in 
planning for new developments. 

Further basis for cooperation in planning 
for rural services was made possible by the 
inclusion again of two state school library 
supervisors among the rural education leaders 
who received scholarships for the 1945 Uni- 
versity of Chicago Workshop in Rural School 
Supervision. 

Participation as a member of the U.S. 
Children’s Bureau Advisory Committee on 
Leisure Time Services for Children by the 
school and children’s library specialist made 
opportunity to consider libraries in relation to 
other agencies which offer facilities for the 
leisure time of groups or individuals. Youth 
in institutions as well as those in the com- 
munity were considered and plans were made 
to work out a statement of standards for 
libraries in such institutions. 

At the few educational conferences attended 
the Headquarters representative and local 
school and young people’s librarians in the 
communities where the meetings were held 
gained an increased understanding of the 
objectives of the organizations and strength- 
ened or initiated relationships for working 
together. The contacts with members of the 
National Council for the Social Studies meet- 
ing in Cleveland and the American Vocational 
Association in Philadelphia made __ pos- 
sible acquaintance with leaders in professional 
fields represented at the meetings and helped 
supply a basis for extending library coopera- 
tion with them. At the Ohio Library Asso- 


ciation meeting in January, acquaintance and 
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cooperation with other professional groups on 
the state level was emphasized. An article 
prepared for the first issue of the New Jersey 
School Library Association School Library 
Quarterly stressed the same point. 

Local and regional planning were the objec- 
tives of other meetings attended or partici- 
pated in. The Detroit institute for school 
librarians in September emphasized _re- 
evaluation of services as a means of profes- 
sional stimulation and improved services. 
The Tennessee Valley Library Council at its 
fall meeting gave attention to professional 
education of librarians and analysis of their 
work in the valley educational program as a 
background for next steps in planning. 

In Cincinnati participation as a consultant 
at a meeting of a board of education library 
committee studying and planning library needs 
and library quarters for eighteen elementary 
schools now being planned for later construc- 
tion was illustration of assistance in planning 
physical quarters. As building plans for 
schools and other community buildings multi- 
ply, the requests for aid in library planning 
increase and the need for new printed ma- 
terials in addition to School Libraries for 
Today and Tomorrow to help in these plans 
becomes urgent. 

Planning by children’s, school, and young 
people’s librarians in their own professional 
organizations has been mentioned. At a two- 
day meeting in October the board of the 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People charted committee work which facili- 
tated planning and aided in improving serv- 
ices. In June the American Association of 
School Librarians board had a similar two- 
day meeting to report on its year’s work and 
plan for the year ahead. 

A meeting of state school library super- 
visors on the following day focused on identi- 
fication of common problems and cooperative 
action that might be taken to assist in solving 
some of them. The need for state school 
library supervisors in all states and for similar 
state advisers in public library service to chil- 
dren and young people was recognized by the 
state supervisors meeting, as a first essential 
in the over-all development of minimum li- 
brary services for youth. Recently a sixteenth 
state, Massachusetts, has added a specialist 
in library service to children and young people 
in schools and communities. This state super- 
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visor will be on the staff of the division of 
public libraries of the state department of 
education. The leadership provided by such 
supervision is a major factor in promoting 
and carrying through planning. 

In a number of states aid to school libraries 
has implemented planning by assisting schools, 
especially those in rural.areas, to build up 
minimum library service. In the 1944-45 
school year some of the expenditures of state 
aid specifically allocated for school libraries 
were as follows: Connecticut, $15,000; 
Florida, $64,008 (about twice last year’s 
amount); Georgia, $141,071; Minnesota, 
$52,393; New Jersey, $10,000; North Caro- 
lina, $118,522; Tennessee, $38,062; Virginia, 
$150,000; and Wisconsin, $166,096. Virginia 
also expended $25,000 for state aid for film 
libraries. Louisiana expenditures for school 
library books in 1943-44 were $249,440. 

Planning toward the ways and means for 
procuring adequate library services for all 
boys and girls is very important. Yet equally 
important is planning to make certain that 
the materials available to children and young 
people are sound, unprejudiced, and of good 
quality. 

The war brought with it a growing realiza- 
tion that attitudes toward peoples of varying 
nations and races result from many influences, 
among them the books which are read in child- 
hood and youth. With the United Nations 
Charter a reality and communication between 
countries reduced from days to hours, it is 
imperative that children’s books in all coun- 
tries make their special contribution toward 
building understanding and confidence. Those 
books which are selected from current output 
are chosen with the present very much in 
mind. Many of the books of years past have 
a unique contribution to make to increased 
understanding through their universality or 
through the richness and truth with which 
they were written. Others of a mediocre sort 
have continued to be used overlong, perhaps 
because they present material about a country 
which has little written about it or because 
they have become established on standard lists 
and have not been reread and re-evaluated 
with sensitiveness and awareness. Discus- 
sions directed toward such re-evaluation have 
been begun. 


: OCTOBER 15, 1945 


Requests have come for lists of American 
children’s books which might be considered 
for translation by other countries, with the 
suggestion that librarians and teachers in 
many countries prepare similar lists of books 
from their countries for possible translation 
by publishers in the United States and else- 
where. Another type of list requested was of 
books in English for use in schools abroad 
where English is taught. These have been 
referred to the International Relations Com- 
mittee of the A.L.A. Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People and have been 
prepared by them. Also assistance has been 
given both at A.L.A. Headquarters and by 
that committee in the selection of titles and 
provision of sample copies of about forty chil- 
dren’s books recommended for translation and 
publication in Italy. Publishers in that coun- 
try have already made arrangements to do 
most of the books suggested. These activities 
are illustrative of a number concerned with 
the nature of the books which libraries make 
available to children and young people and 
with which the School and Children’s Library 
Office has contact. 

Again the office had the advantage of the 
services of the incoming president of the 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People during the six weeks’ leave of the 
school and children’s library specialist. This 
year it was Elizabeth D. Briggs, director, 
Work with Children, Cleveland Public Li- 
brary, who brought to A.L.A. Headquarters 
the point of view of children’s librarians and 
at the same time her appreciation and vision 
of the entire field of library services to chil- 
dren and youth in all its aspects. 

Next year should provide for further em- 
phasis on planning and for completion of the 
study of selected rural library services to 
boys and girls. Further cooperation with 
other professional groups working with young 
people should also be an objective. There 
should be continued cooperation in efforts 
toward assuring satisfactory materials for 
children and young people in this country and 
in others. 


Mitprep L. BATCHELDER 
School and Children’s 
Library Specialist 
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Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 


Although only one meeting of the division 
has been held since its organization and three 
years have elapsed since that meeting, activi- 
ties and projects of great significance have 
been undertaken and several of these have 
already been carried to fruition. Perhaps the 
most important undertaking which has reached 
fulfilment during the past year is the publi- 
cation of the bulletin on school library func- 
tions and standards, School Libraries for 
Today and Tomorrow: Functions and Stand- 
ards, which was issued by the A.L.A. Pub- 
lishing Department early in 1945 as one in the 
series, Planning for Libraries. The division 
has now initiated work on a similar bulletin 
which will be concerned with public library 
service to children and young people. 

Another important project, now nearing 
completion, is that concerned with the produc- 
tion of storytelling recordings. Master rec- 
ords for Gudbrand-on-the-Hillside, Sleeping 
Beauty, Baldur, and Tales from the Volsunga 
Saga, told by Mrs. Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen, 
have been made by the R.C.A.-Victor Com- 
pany for the division. Arrangements for han- 
dling the sale of the albums of five records 
have been made with the A.L.A. Publishing 
Department. Publicity and sales were tem- 
porarily delayed, but deliveries have begun 
and orders are now being taken. 

Membership in the division has experienced 
a marked increase, attaining a total of more 
than 2500 members at the close of 1944. Ac- 
tivities of the membership committees of the 
sections, and interest in the projects being 
undertaken, have been largely responsible for 
this increase. Arrangements for mimeograph- 
ing lists of members, as names are received 
from A.L.A., make it possible to send division 
releases with less delay than has previously 
occurred. 

Top of the News, under the editorship of 
Nancy Elizabeth Hoyle, has been sent to all 
members quarterly, bringing them news of 
the work being carried on by the division, the 
Children’s Library Association, the Young 
People’s Reading Round Table, and the 
American Association of School Librarians. 
This organ of the division serves as a satis- 
fying report of division aims and accomplish- 
ments during the years. 

A summary report from the treasurer gives 


a brief statement of the current financial 
status of the division. 
Income 


Cash balance, Aug. 31, 1944 $1306.86 


Income, Sept. 1, 1944—May 31, 1945 . 2388.25 


Total income $3695.11 


. Disbursements 


Public Library Section 

American Association of School Li- 
brarians 

Recordings project 


Total disbursements 
Balance on hand 


Committee Reports 


Constitution Committee, Elizabeth D. 
Briggs, chairman: To conform with the pro- 
visions of the A.L.A. Constitution and with 
the change of name of the School Libraries 
Section, three changes have been recommended 
and approved by the division board. ‘These 
changes were printed in the 4.L.4. Bulletin 
(September 1945, p. 281) in accordance with 
the constitution and will be presented to the 
membership for vote. 

Editorial Committee, Alice Louise LeFevre, 
chairman: One manuscript, “Index to Short 
Stories‘ for Children,” has been examined and 
evaluated. Suggestions for revisions of cer- 
tain A.L.A. publications and comments on the 
other publishing proposals have been made. 

Elections Committee, Marguerite Kirk, 
chairman: By a vote of the membership, Mar- 
tha Manier Parks, director of the School 
Libraries Division, State Department of Edu- 
cation, Nashville, Tenn., was elected vice 
president and president-elect of the A.L.A. 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People for 1945-46. A.L.A. Councilors 
elected to represent the division, 1945-49, are 
Margaret R. Greer, Nancy Elizabeth Hoyle, 
and Barbara Easton Bent. 

Evaluation of Book Selection Aids Commit- 
tee, Ruth M. Ersted, chairman: The com- 
mittee is working on recommendations to be 
made to the H. W. Wilson Company regard- 
ing desirable changes in the classification, 
cataloging, and format of the Children’s Cata- 
log and the Standard Catalog for High School 
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Libraries. The suggestion has also been made 
to have an evaluation of various book selec- 
tion tools, with a description of the needs 
they serve best. The committee has also 
been asked to work with the Institution Li- 
braries Committee in the evaluation of the 
proposed “List of Books in Large Type.” 

International Relations Committee, Muriel 
Gilbert, chairman: The report of the C.L.A. 
International Committee was endorsed to the 
A.L.A. Executive Board. Certain members 
cooperated in providing, to an American repre- 
sentative in Italy, sample copies of books to 
be considered for translation. The committee 
is working on short lists of books to be trans- 
lated into Norwegian and a longer list of 
American books to be used by high school 
boys and girls of Puerto Rico. Close touch 
is being kept with the Junior Red Cross and 
A.L.A. Headquarters. 

Magazine Publicity Committee, Helen 
O’Conor, chairman: In June 1944 letters 
were sent to committee members requesting 
the names of prospective writers of articles. 
These names, about thirty or thirty-five, were 
compiled into two lists—one on suggested 
topics and another on possible outlets. Let- 
ters and cards were sent to all of these per- 
sons, and those who replied were encouraged 
to write on subjects in which they were inter- 
ested. Nine articles were submitted, five 
were placed with various periodicals, and ten 
more are in process of being written. 

Membership Committee, Eleanor Kidder, 
coordinator: The membership report as of 
December 1944 is as follows: 


Division affiliation only 
Sections: 
American Association of School Li- 
brarians 
Public Library Section 
Section affiliation only 
Children’s Library Association ..737 


: OCTOBER 15, 1945 


Young People’s Reading Round 


The report of 1945 membership shows a 
total of 1880 members on Mar. 31, 1945. 
Through the cooperation of Mildred: L. 
Batchelder, A.L.A. school and children’s j- 
brary specialist, stencils for membership lists 
have been cut at A.L.A. Headquarters at 
division expense. This greatly facilitates ac- 
tivities related to membership. 

Planning for Libraries Committee, Eliza- 
beth D. Briggs, chairman: First steps in a 
study of public library service to children and 
young people have been taken. A bulletin on 
this service, to be published as one in the 
A.L.A. series, Planning for Libraries, has 
been projected. The chairman of the com- 
mittee is also a member of the A.L.A. Post- 
war Planning Committee and represents the 
division on that important A.L.A. committee. 

Committee on Radio Broadcasts and Re- 
cordings, Harriet W. Leaf, chairman: The 
major project for 1944-45 has been the re- 
cording of Gudbrand-on-the-Hillside, Sleep- 
ing Beauty, Baldur, and Tales from the 
Volsunga Saga (two records) by Mrs. Gud- 
run Thorne-Thomsen. Mrs. Thorne-Thomsen 
has made the contribution of a great artist 
for all time. The records, when available, 
will be copyright free and may be used on the 
radio, in homes, in libraries, and in schools. 
The A.L.A. Publishing Department hopes to 
announce definite information about the sale 
of the recordings soon. 

Officers who have served during the year in 
addition to the president are Elizabeth D. 
Briggs, vice president and president-elect; 
Marguerite Kirk, secretary; and Eleanor 
Kidder, treasurer. 


Mrs. Mary Peacock Dovuctas, President 


N.E.A. and A.L.A. 


(Joint Committee on School Libraries) 


The joint committee made arrangements 
with Mildred L. Nickel and with the Illinois 
Association of High School Librarians to 
give advisory service at the Chicago meeting 
of the American Association of School Admin- 


istrators. Because of transportation restric- 
tions, the meeting was canceled. 

“Children’s Books of 1943-44,” compiled by 
the departments for work with children and 
schools of the Library Association of Port- 
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land, Ore., was published in the November 
1944 issue of the Journal of the National 
Education Association. The committee has 
arranged for the 1944-45 list to be compiled 
by Virginia McJenkin, of Fulton County 
Schools, Ga., and for the 1945-46 list to be 
prepared by Isabel McLaughlin, of the 
Minneapolis Public Library. 

The committee hoped to work on three 
projects which were suggested by last year’s 
committee: (1) a study of the pre-service 
training which teachers receive in the use of 
libraries and library materials; (2) a study 
of teacher-librarians; (3) a revision of the 
list, “Aids to Book Selection.” 

A questionnaire for the first is being pre- 
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pared by the Research Division of the N.E.A. 
so that the study can proceed in the fall. The 
teacher-librarian study has not been at- 
tempted. The revision, Book Selection for 
Children and Young People, has been printed 
and is now ready for distribution. The per- 
manent records of the committee except for 
the last two years have been stored at A.L.A. 
Headquarters. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., 
the chairman, Sue Hefley, Sarah L. Jones, 
Marjorie L. Schramling, Mrs. Caroline R. 
Siebens; for N.E.A., Mildred English, 
Thomas H. Ford, B. Lamar Johnson, B. C. 
B. Tighie, Iva Winterfield. 

MArGARET CLEAVELAND, Chairman 


Public Library—Public School Relationship 


The report of the Committee on Public 
Library—Public School Relationship can be 
found in the article “Public Libraries and 
School Libraries,’ published in the 4.L.A. 
Bulletin for April 1945, p. 147-48. The 
recommendations made therein call for a 
statement of over-all principles defining the 
objectives of service to children, in school 
and out, as basic to improved relations be- 
tween school libraries and public libraries. 
A comprehensive statement of standards of 
work with children is needed if schools and 
libraries are to adapt their programs to 
mutual advantage. It was also recommended 
that state and local library organizations set 
up joint committees, representing schools and 
libraries, to foster practical cooperation in in- 


dividual districts. 

The committee would make one more 
recommendation as a result of further study. 
This is that the Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People explore methods 
of fostering community cooperation, including 
organization of joint committees in individual 
communities. It is felt that the division, 
working through its local representatives, may 
best furnish the leadership needed for com- 
munity cooperation between schools and li- 
braries. 

Members of the committee: Elizabeth D. 
Briggs, Emerson Greenaway, Helen M. Har- 
ris, Sarah L. Jones, Esther Stallmann. 


Joun S. RicHarps, Chairman 


Work with Teachers and School Administrators Round Table 


Purpose: To offer an opportunity for in- 
formal discussion by librarians of board of 
education libraries, educational professional 
libraries, and parent-teacher rooms in public 
libraries. 

Since discussion and informal exchange of 
ideas depend upon meetings for carrying on 


such activities, this round table is simply 
marking time until conferences are again the 
order of the day. All work on contemplated 
projects has stopped until we meet again. 
Helen B. Lewis is secretary of the round 
table. 
MarcaretT R. Greer, Chairman 
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Resources of American Libraries 


Board on Resources of American Libraries 


The report on “Notable Materials Added 
to American Libraries” which has been pub- 
lished in past years under the auspices of-the 
Board on Resources of American Libraries 
was not published this year. It was decided 
to cover the three-year period 1943-45 in two 
articles, the first including notable acquisitions 
from January 1943 through 1944, the second 
from July 1944 through December 1945. The 
material for the first has been edited for pub- 
lication by a member of the board, Willis H. 
Kerr, and plans for the second period are 
under way. 

Again this year the board was represented 
in meetings of a publishers’ committee on a 
paper salvage campaign and was able to have 
a deterring influence in the destruction of 
manuscripts and other important material. 

The board has been vitally interested in 
cooperating with other organizations in se- 
curing for American libraries European 
books which have not been available during 
the war years. It was represented in a meet- 
ing at Washington which urged the sending 
of a library mission to Europe under the 
auspices of the Joint Committee on Importa- 
tions. It was represented at another confer- 
ence held in Washington by the Library of 
Congress to discuss the problem of securing 


a more adequate representation of Russian 
books for American libraries. The board 
cooperated in a letter to the State Department 
urging the importance of negotiations with 
the Russian government to secure an ex- 
peditious interchange of cultural materials 
between the United States and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics as a means of fos- 
tering better relations between the two coun- 
tries. 

Members of the Los Angeles Regional Sub- 
committee: Willis H. Kerr, chairman, Leslie 
E. Bliss, Arthur G. Coons, (Miss) Christian 
R. Dick, Roland Hussey, Lawrence Clark 
Powell, Althea H. Warren. 

Members of the Subcommittee for the 
Pacific Northwest: Charles W. Smith, chair- 
man, Kathleen R. Campbell, William Kaye 
Lamb, Mary Belle Sweet, Nell Avery Unger. 

Members of the Subcommittee for the 
South: Jack Dalton, William Stanley Hoole, 
Margaret Malone Jemison, William H. 
Jesse, Margaret I. King, Marvin A. Miller, 
Charles E. Rush, John Van Male. 

Members of the board: William Warner 
Bishop (consultant), Julian P. Boyd, Gilbert 
H. Doane, Willis H. Kerr, Charles W. 
Smith, Louis Round Wilson (consultant). 

Paut NortH Rice, Chairman 


Archives and Libraries 


During the past year the committee’s at- 
tention has been drawn to two major areas 
of activity where librarianship and archiv- 
ology might support each other—legislation 
and training. On each coast there arose an 
opportunity to aid state archival progress by 
suggestions for a proposed act and for making 
effective a resolution already adopted. Im- 
pressed by the excellence of an intensive short 
course for archivists and curators of manu- 
scripts which was given during June at 


American University, the chairman distributed 
a number of copies of its descriptive leaflet. 
In addition to inquiries about training of this 
kind, the committee also received corre- 
spondence about preservation and restoration 
of old and damaged historical materials. 

Members of the committee: Julian P. 
Boyd, Mrs. Alta M. Grim, Edward Francis 
Rowse. 


Rosert W. Hix, Chairman 


Government Publications 


(Joint Committee) 


During the year the Joint Committee on 
Government Publications has occupied itself 


chiefly with two projects: first, the possibility 
of establishing an expediting office in Wash- 
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ington to procure and distribute ephemeral 
material, and, second, working toward placing 
responsibility for the distribution of processed 
materials on the issuing agencies. A third 
project which was briefly undertaken but 
found to be unfeasible at this time was the 
trial establishment of a weekly list of proc- 
essed publications received in the office of the 
Superintendent of Documents. 

As a basis of gauging support for a prospec- 
tive document expediting office, one of our 
member organizations—the Special Libraries 
Association—sent out a letter to its member- 
ship, inquiring about possible interest and 
support for such an office. Of the 218 re- 
plies to this inquiry, over half indicated they 
were not interested; of those expressing inter- 
est, a majority felt that this service would 
not be worth a very high fee. In view of the 
negative results of this inquiry the committee 
felt that it would not be justified in proceed- 
ing further with the idea. At a recent meet- 
ing of the Association of Research Libraries, 
however, interest in an expediting office was 
revived, and the committee is now in the proc- 
ess of enlisting tentative support from the 
membership of the Association of Research 
Libraries and a selected group of non-A.R.L. 
members of the American Library Associa- 
tion. It was chiefly the larger research li- 
braries which responded favorably to the 
§.L.A. inquiry. With the cooperation of the 
Library of Congress, it is entirely possible 
that we may be able to maintain an expediter 
in Washington at a much smaller monetary 
outlay than was originally contemplated. At 
any rate, it now looks as though those few 
libraries anxious to obtain all of the publica- 
tions of the federal government may be en- 
abled to approximate that ideal. 

The other major concern of the committee 
has been to work toward obtaining an execu- 
tive order or legislative action which would 
make it mandatory for the issuing agencies 
to distribute their processed publications to 
the “all-depository” libraries. While under 
no circumstances would we get 100 per cent 
compliance, this would assure some improve- 
ment in distribution and would guarantee to 
future scholars access to processed documents 
in their own communities to a greater degree. 
At the present time the definition of printing 
as applied to government publications defi- 
nitely excludes “processing,” which accounts 
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largely for the omission of near-print ma- 
terials from those now sent to depository li- 
braries. ‘The Superintendent of Documents 
does not wish to be burdened with the distri- 
bution of such publications, nor is his office 
equipped to do so even if it desired to. The 
committee feels that it should bend every 
effort toward placing the responsibility for 
distribution in the hands of the issuing agen- 
cies and is trying to get an executive order 
issued to that effect. 

Another undertaking in which the com- 
mittee, though not sponsoring, is cooperating 
is the effort on the part of the Library of 
Congress and the Association of Research Li- 
braries, together with the American Council 
of Learned Societies, to preserve all restricted 
and confidential publications issued during the 
war. As restrictions on such materials are 
lifted, it is most urgent that stocks of so- 
called “classified” publications are not de- 
stroyed but distributed to American research 
libraries for future scholars. 

The committee held its first and only meet- 
ing in Baltimore at the Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity Library. Since then business has been 
conducted by correspondence, though the 
chairman has made numerous trips to Wash- 
ington to consult with experts in the field, as 
well as with others directly concerned with 
government publications. For advice and 
consultation we are especially indebted to 
Laurence F. Schmeckebier, formerly of the 
Brookings Institution and now with the 
United States Chamber of Commerce; to Al- 
ton P. Tisdel, late Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, as well as his successor, Fred W. 
Cromwell; and to Miss MacGregory, of the 
Documents Library. We are also grateful 
to Luther H. Evans, Librarian of Congress, 
for his sympathetic interest and genuine co- 
operation. 

To date the committee has nothing tangible 
to show for its work, but, on the other hand, 
we feel that our activities are in the nature 
of unfinished business and hope to present a 
record of achievement before the committee 
is dissolved. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., 
the chairman; for A.A.L.L., Lewis W. 
Morse; for A.R.L., James T. Babb; for 
S.L.A., Maria C. Brace. 


Homer HAtvorson, Chairman 
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Indexing and Abstracting in 


In 1937, as chairman of a committee on 
indexing and abstracting, I prepared a re- 
port! on the subject of indexing and abstract- 
ing which included certain recommendations. 
This report was read at the joint meeting 
of the College Librarians of the Middle West, 
the University and Reference Librarians, and 
the Periodicals Section of the American Li- 
brary Association in Chicago on Dec. 30, 
1937. After discussion the following freso- 
lution was adopted: 


Resolved: That the American Library Associ- 
ation Executive Board take the necessary steps 
for the creation of a joint committee consisting 
of an official representative of the American 
Library Association and of similar representa- 
tives of the Medical Library Association, the 
Special Libraries Association, the Association of 
Research Libraries, the International Federation 
of Library Associations, the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science, the Social 
Science Research Council, the American Council 
of Learned Societies, the National Research 
Council, the International Institute of Intellectual 
Cooperation, and of other bodies which in the 
board’s opinion are seriously concerned—this 
joint committee to formulate a plan for the 
study and solution of the most pressing problems 
connected with the publication of indexing and 
abstracting services covering the literature of 
the several scientific, humanistic, social science, 
learned, professional, and business fields; and 
be it further Resolved: That this joint com- 
mittee be authorized to carry out its plan if it 
can secure sufficient financial support. 


A joint committee was set up consisting of 
membership from the following societies: 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, American Association of Law Li- 
braries, American Educational Research As- 
sociation, American Medical Association, 
Association of American Colleges, Association 
of Research Libraries, Medical Library As- 
sociation, National Research Council, Special 
Libraries Association, and American Library 
Association. 

The Committee on Boards and Committees 
of the A.L.A. defined the functions of the 
Joint Committee on Indexing and Abstracting 


1A.L.A. Periodicals Section. Committee on Indexes 
and Abstracting Services. ‘Preliminary Survey of 
Indexes and Abstracting Services, with Special_ Em- 
phasis on the Fields of Industrial Arts and Chem- 


istry.” Library Journal 63:265-71, Apr. 1, 1938 
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the Major Fields of Research 


in the Major Fields of Research as follows: 


To formulate a plan for the study and solu- 
tion of the most pressing problems connected 
with the publication of indexing and abstracting 
services covering the literature of the several 
scientific, humanistic, social science, learned, pro- 
fessional, and business fields; and, if financial 
support can be obtained, to carry out its plan, 


The joint committee recommended? that 
the first step in making any unified program 
for indexing and abstracting was to study 
the existing services to determine what dupli- 
cation and lack of coverage existed, the 
amount of money now being expended to 
support these services, and the probable unit 
cost of efficient indexing and abstracting, as 
well as whether indexing and abstracting were 
necessary in all fields or whether a combina- 
tion of good subject indexing in some fields, 
combined with more elaborate abstracting in 
others, would be a better solution. 

During 1943-44 Charles W. David, di- 
rector of the University of Pennsylvania Li- 
braries, representing the Association of 
Research Libraries and acting on behalf of 
the joint committee, presented to the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York and the Rocke- 
feller Foundation a request for a grant to 
complete the study® which, without funds, the 
joint committee had undertaken to make and 
on which it had made some small progress. 
This request for a grant was rejected be- 
cause of the “magnitude of the problems in- 
volved.” It is my personal opinion that the 
time for an exhaustive study of this problem 
is now passed and that, at best, such a study 
could only serve as a historical background. 

I believe the problems surrounding these 
services are well, if not minutely, understood 
by all parties involved and that the best 
solution could be reached as follows: 

The United States, acting through the Na- 
tional Research Council, the American Coun- 
cil of Learned Societies, the American 
Library Association, and the Association of 
Research Libraries, should undertake the 
preparation of a general indexing and ab- 


2 Joint Committee on Indexing and Abstracting 
the Major Fields of Research. Circular letter no. 
Feb, 21, 1942. , ‘ 

3 Joint Committee on Indexing and Abstracting 
the Major Fields of Research. Circular letter no. 
May 1, 1943. 
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stracting program which would include all 
fields of research and which would be financed 
by the various societies and associations now 
operating services, and also by the associa- 
tions which benefit from the use of these 
services as well as by government subsidy 
(see the outline of a proposed service on pages 
426-27). 

This program should aim at least at the 
completeness of coverage now produced by 
the Germans, if not at exceeding their excel- 
lence. 

The program should include: first, a quick 
study of the fields to be covered and the 
type of service to be rendered in each; second, 
a working unit to carry on the whole pro- 
gram. 

It is my opinion that this. unit should be 
operated at, but not necessarjly by, the Li- 
brary of Congress; that it should be sponsored 
financially, first by government aid, with help 
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from the various societies most immediately 
concerned. 

To further this end, I propose that the 
present Joint Committee on Indexing and Ab- 
stracting in the Major Fields of Research 
be disbanded and a new committee be formed 
to put into effect a unified indexing and ab- 
stracting program. It is my earnest hope 
that such a committee be given the complete 
support of the cooperating bodies to work out 
an effective and successful program. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., the 
chairman; for A.A.A.S., no appointment; 
for A.A.L.L., Miles O. Price; for A.M.A., 
Morris Fishbein; for A.A.C., Harvie B. 
Branscomb; for A.R.L., Charles W. David; 
for I.F.L.A., no appointment; for M.L.A., 
Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham; for N.R.C., 
William H. Kenerson; for S.L.A., no ap- 
pointment. 

Mrs. BaArsBAarA Cow es, Chairman 


Oberly Memorial Award 


No prize was given in 1943; consequently, 
the entries this year covered a four-year 
period. Six bibliographies were submitted in 
competition for the tenth Oberly Memorial 

’ Award: 


Bell, Florence C. Marketing Fruits, Vege- 
tables, and Nuts. . . . U.S.D.A. Farm Credit 
Administration. Cooperative Research and 
Service Division. (Miscellaneous Report, No. 
46). 1941. Mimeo. 

Blake, S. F., and Atwood, Alice C. Geo- 
graphical Guide to the Floras of the World. 
... Pt. 7. (U.S.D.A. Miscellaneous Publication, 
No. 401). Washington, Government Printing 
Office, 1942. 

Cunningham, J. C. Maize Bibliography for 
the Years 1917 to 1936, Inclusive. (Iowa Corn 
Research Institute. Contributions, v. 2, no. 1). 
Ames, Agricultural Experiment Station, 1941. 

Kearney, Eileen. Selected Readings on Mi- 
gratory Agricultural Labor. Washington, Social 
Security Board Library, 1944. Typewritten. 


MacMaster, Amy. Agriculture in a War 
Economy. ... Washington, Library of Congress 
Legislative Reference Service, 1944. Mimeo. 

Whiting, A. Geraldine. A Summary of the 
Literature on Milkweeds (Asclepias spp.) and 
Their Utilization. (U.S.D.A. Bibliographical 
Bulletin, No. 2). Washington, Government 
Printing Office, 1943. 


The committee considered the bibliography 
by Blake and Atwood and the one by Cun- 
ningham to be of equal merit and had the 
pleasure of making an equal award to the 
compilers of these entries. Since no award 
was made two years ago, each of the winning 
contestants will receive the usual amount as 
a prize. 

Members of the committee: Nelle Uree 
Branch, Mary G. Burwash, Marvin A. Mil- 
ler, Caroline E. Reinke, Margaret C. 
Schindler. 

WILLIAM Porter KELLAM, Chairman 


Out-of-Print Books 


The committee has continued to mark time 
for another year. Manufacturing conditions 
in the book world still are such that the 
launching of small editions of reprints of 
standard books continues to remain inadvis- 


able. At the right time the committee 
will be prepared to sponsor a second title 
that is deserving of a new printing. In the 
meantime, we continue to watch the progress 
of our first-born. Henry Adams’ Life of 
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Albert Gallatin continues to sell, but, of 
course, the second year brought fewer sales 
than did the first. 

In the twelve months ended June 30, 1945, 
sales totaled forty-one copies. The grand 
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total for the two years is 147. 
Members of the committee: Edward Geier 
Freehafer and Howard L. Hughes. 


LAwrENCE Hey1, Chairman 


Public Documents 


The Committee on Public Documents’ re- 
port for the current fiscal year is brief. 
Major activities of the committee during the 
past two years are to be found in an article 
in the Library Journal, Dec. 1, 1944, by 
its chairman. One of the suggestions pro- 
posed in that article, with respect to the 
Monthly Catalog of U.S. Government Publi- 
cations, was put into effect beginning with 
the Jan. 1, 1945, issue. Henceforth, the 
Monthly Catalog will not record monthly 
issues of periodicals, except in January and 
July, unless it be a new title or one that has 
ceased publication. 

The chairman sat in on a meeting in San 
Francisco on May 22, 1945, at which a 
program of distribution for the publications 


and documents of the United Nations Con- 
ference on International Organization was 
worked out. 

In the near future the committee hopes to 
tackle, probably in conjunction with the Joint 
Committee on Printing or directly with is- 
suing agencies, a program of automatic dis- 
tribution of processed documents and maps 
to the depository libraries. The task here will 
not be easy and may mean legislation, but it 
is undoubtedly one worth attempting. 

Members of the committee: Mrs. Violet 
Abbott Cabeen, Mary Brown Humphrey, 
Warren L. Perry, Edward H. Redstone, 
Edith Rich, Harold Garfield Russell, Robert 
E. Scudder. 

JEROME Kear Wixcox, Chairman 


Serials 


All subjects for investigation presented to 
the Serials Committee during the year cen- 
tered around one or the other of two condi- 
tions. The first was the refusal of a few 
publishers to renew library subscriptions, and 
the second, the policy adopted or continued 
by certain publishers of not accepting sub- 
scriptions through magazine agencies. Of 
the two, the refusal of publishers to accept 
renewal subscriptions from libraries because 
of the paper shortage was the more serious. 
In each such instance where this condition 
was brought to the committee’s attention, a 
letter was sent to the publisher pointing out 
the importance of continuing library subscrip- 
tions. The publishers were understanding 
and cooperative and, to the best knowledge 
of the committee, all of the publishers con- 
cerned are now accepting renewal subscrip- 
tions from libraries. 

The policy of a few publishers, mainly of 
trade publications, of not accepting subscrip- 
tions through magazine subscription agencies 
is, on the other hand, not a new one. From 


the standpoint of libraries this is an annoying 
situation, although not a serious one as long 
as only a few publishers adhere to it. Fortu- 
nately it is not likely that the policy will 
become widespread. 

There are certain small society publications 
whose subscriptions have always been handled 
directly with subscribers, and continue to be 
so handled. In addition there are a few 
periodicals, mainly trade journals of limited 
circulation among libraries, that cannot be 
purchased through agencies. From informa- 
tion available to the committee it appears that 
there are some ten or twelve such publica- 
tions. Strangely enough, the policy is not 
strictly enforced by all the publications in 
question, one agency having its subscriptions 
for certain titles accepted while those of an- 
other are refused. The publishers of The 
Economist state that even before they de- 
cided not to accept agency business “we 
solicited and handled about 993 per cent of 
our own circulation directly. The agency 
business represented an expensive operation 
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for us.” One agency reports that those pub- 
lishers who maintain their own sales organi- 
zations have never been too friendly to 
subscription agencies. “This is because one of 
their star salesmen will report every so often 
that he called on a prospect and discovered 
that, to his disappointment, the subscriber 
(usually a library) had placed the order with 
an agency and not with Mr. Salesman. Now 
that the trade journals want to cut down on 
circulation it is a wonderful chance to pay 
off old scores with the agencies.” While this 
is perhaps true in a few instances, it appears 
that more often the publishers have taken 
away the agent’s commission because of in- 
creased costs of publication and their belief 
that they can handle subscriptions more eco- 
nomically directly with subscribers. 

Hobbies is the only magazine widely sub- 
scribed to by libraries throughout the country 
that refuses to accept subscriptions through 
agencies under any circumstances, and most 
of the communications to the committee con- 
cern the policy adopted by this publication. 
The publisher of Hobbies states that the 
policy is necessary because “we need the 25 
per cent off [that] the agency gets to help 
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pay the greatly increased costs.” Each of 
five agencies questioned states that it has 
indicated its willingness to handle library 
subscriptions to Hobbies without commission, 
just as it does with all net publications when 
included with other titles on a library’s list. 
However, none has had subscriptions accepted 
even on this basis. As before stated, it does 
not seem likely that the policy will become 
general, for the great majority of publishers 
acknowledge that the agencies perform a use- 
ful and valuable function for them. As one 
agency says, “Most publishers who have tried 
accepting subscriptions only direct from the 
subscriber have given it up.” When paper 
becomes available in sufficient quantities to 
enable publishers to enlarge their subscription 
lists, some of those discussed here will prob- 
ably turn to the agencies for assistance. The 
publisher of Hobbies indicated this possibility 
when he said: “We think we should adhere 
to our policy during the war at least.” 
Members of the committee: Minnie Anson 
Lewis, Guy R. Lyle, Mildred C. O’Connor, 
Mrs. Virginia T. Rogers, Frances Warner. 


Raymonp H. SHove, Chairman 


Serials Round Table 


The past year was a quiet one for the 
Serials Round Table. No attempt was made 
to sponsor new projects and it was even 
Necessary to discontinue work on the im- 
portant standardization project. Mrs. Eileen 
R. Cunningham, chairman of the Committee 
on Standardization of Reference Data for 
Periodicals, attempted to carry through the 
plans for distributing copies of the revised 
standards for periodical reference data, as 
outlined in last year’s report, but, because of 
wartime conditions, her efforts met with little 
success. In December it was decided to give 
up this work until the end of the war, at 
which time Mrs. Cunningham planned to re- 
sume work on the project. 

Mrs. Barbara Cowles continued as chair- 


man of the Committee on Indexing and Ab- 
stracting Services and also as chairman of 
the A.L.A. Joint Committee on Indexing and 
Abstracting in the Major Fields of Research. 
Her report of the joint committee is pub- 
lished separately. 

Even though the round table is not very 
active now, the officers urge members to 
send in suggestions for the postwar program 


‘since there will be an increased interest with 


the resumption*of the annual conferences. 

The officers elected in 1942 continue to 
direct the affairs of the Serials Round Table. 
The secretary-treasurer is Helen Grant 
Cushing. 


Marjorie E. Vivian, Chairman 
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Technical Aspects of Library Work 


Divtsion of Cataloging and Classification 


In spite of the fact that there has been no 
conference for two years to arouse enthu- 
siasm in division affairs, the various com- 
mittees of the division have been active and 
in several instances have produced noteworthy 
contributions. The division’s annual report is 
for the most part a summary of the reports 
from the committee chairmen. 

Advisory Council on Regional Groups, M. 
Ruth MacDonald, chairman: Miss Mac- 
Donald reported that twenty regional meet- 
ings were held, five of which she succeeded 
in attending. She raised the question of 
attendance of the chairman of the advisory 
council at regional meetings. The board of 
directors has approved the idea of having the 
chairman or a substitute (division officer, 
director, Councilor, regional group leader, 
etc.) attend as many regional meetings as 
possible, but has not yet solved the financial 
problems involved in carrying out the idea. 

Committee on Cataloging and Classifica- 
tion, Evelyn Mildred Hensel, chairman: At 
the meeting of the board of directors in July 
1944 it was decided to enlarge this committee 
to five members and make it a board of ex- 
perts to act in an advisory capacity to the 
profession. ‘This idea was given as much 
publicity as possible. During the year a 
number of requests for advice on cataloging 
and classification problems were received and 
answered by the committee. 

Committee on Mechanical Equipment, 
Laura Elise Burmeister, chairman: Since 
this was a year in which little equipment was 
available, the chief activity of the committee 
consisted in discovering an finpatented dust 
eradicator for electric erasing machines and 
giving the information to a representative of 
a commercial firm, with the hope that it 
might be investigated for future manufac- 
ture. 

Committee on Relations with the Library 
of Congress, Marion Metcalf Root, chair- 
man: The report of this committee shows 
that its attempts to serve as “a medium of 
information, inquiry, and comment between 
the Library of Congress and members of the 
division” did not meet with much success, and 
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the chairman has asked that the committee’s 
functions be redefined before a new committee 
is appointed. 

Publications Committee, Margaret Old- 
father, chairman: This committee accom- 
plished the difficult task of publishing 
Catalogers’ and Classifiers’ Yearbook No. 11, 
using the papers from the Milwaukee Con- 
ference and soliciting several additional pa- 
pers to give the publication current interest. 

Special Committee on the Cutter Classifica- 
tion: Dora M. Pearson was appointed in June 
as a committee of one to investigate the need 
for a revision of the Cutter Classification. 
Such a study has been under consideration 
for over two years, during which an attempt 
was made to determine how many and which 
libraries in the United States and Canada 
might be interested in the study. 

Special Committee on Dewey Classification, 
Gertrude Oe6ellrich, general chairman: The 
general chairman made a survey to determine 
the attitude of libraries using the Dewey 
Classification toward “a standard edition of 
Dewey, nowhere expanded beyond five fig- 
ures.” The Canadian and Latin American 
Subcommittee completed classification schemes 
for Chile and Canada and submitted them 
for consideration by the editorial office of 
the decimal classification. They hoped to have 
schemes for Cuba, Colombia, and Peru com- 
pleted in June. The Library Schools Sub- 
committee and the College and University 
Libraries Subcommittee were active and are 
organized to cooperate with the decimal 
classification office in the preparation of the 
fifteenth edition of the classification scheme. 

Special Committee on Membership, Adele 
Ewell, chairman: This committee has con- 
tributed very greatly to the division’s strength 
through the compilation of data about the 
members. A postcard questionnaire survey 
has made it possible for the division to know 
the interests of a large part of the member- 
ship so far as these relate to the specialized 
work of the division and its committees. The 
resulting roster will be of the greatest help 
in appointing committees. The survey also 
showed that about 70 per cent of those who 
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replied work in libraries of five hundred thou- 
sand volumes or less, almost exactly 50 per 
cent in libraries of two hundred thousand or 
less, about 16 per cent in libraries under 
fifty thousand, and only 16 per cent in li- 
braries of one million or over. About 173% per 
cent have served on committees of the division 
and about 233 per cent would like to serve 
on committees. 

Special Committee on Revision of the Con- 
stitution, Amelia Krieg, chairman: This com- 
mittee is to be congratulated on its draft of a 
revised constitution which was presented to 
the division in the spring issue of News Notes. 
The reorganization of the American Library 
Association and the simultaneous organiza- 
tion of the division, in 1940, created many 
unforeseen problems not answered by the 
original constitution. The failure to hold an- 
nual meetings has been the cause of additional 
unforeseen situations. The committee, as 
well as those who have served as officers and 
chairmen of standing committees, has found 
the constitution inflexible and inadequate and 
in need of a thorough revision. Some of the 
inadequacies of the present constitution are 
its failure to provide for a successor to a 
president who resigns, to provide for repre- 
sentation on the A.L.A. Council which func- 
tions most desirably for the best relations 
with the A.L.A., for clear provision for the 
secretary's “compensation,” and to provide 
for various activities of the division which 
may well be the work of standing committees. 

Special Committee on State Author Head- 
ings, Lena Lucile Tucker, chairman: The 
report of this committee shows the result of a 
survey of the work lists of state author 
headings, which was begun five years ago, to 
find the exact status of each list, to collect 
any completed lists, and to find compilers for 
states not already interested. The following 
table shows the present status of the work. 


I. Lists Complete 


A. On File with the Committee 
Kentucky 
Pennsylvania 
New Mexico 


B. On File in Illinois University Thesis 
Files 


Alabama 
Oklahoma 
Wisconsin 
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II. Lists Actively in Progress as Indicated by 
Reports Made During 1944-45. * de- 
notes lists nearing completion 


Arizona 
Delaware 
Florida 
Georgia 

Idaho 
*Kansas 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Michigan 
*Minnesota 
Montana 
*North Carolina 
Ohio 

South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Utah 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wyoming 


III. Lists in Progress, but Work Suspended for 
Lack of Help 


Nevada 

New Hampshire 
Oregon 

Texas 


IV. Lists Supposed to be in Progress, but Com- 
mittee Has Not Been Able to Get Reports 
This Year 


Arkansas 
California 
District of Columbia 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Maryland 
Mississippi 
Virginia 
V. No Lists 


Colorado 
Connecticut 
Massachusetts 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
New Jersey 
New York 
North Dakota 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 


Special Committee on Statistics, Janet S. 
Dickson, chairman: The committee continued 
its work this year on the premise that a 
catalog department keeps statistics for two 
purposes: (1) to record holdings, (2) ta 
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measure output of work. The statistics do 
not fall, of themselves, into two distinct and 
separate groups; some, indeed, belong to 
both. Nevertheless, the committee felt that 
it was desirable to so segregate them in order 
to clarify the objectives. The committee 
turned its attention first to holdings statistics, 
since virtually every library must keep them 
while not all libraries are concerned as yet 
in measuring output of work. 

An outline of the statistics kept to show 
holdings was compiled from library literature 
and from the answers to the questionnaires 
sent in 1943 to more than sixty large public, 
university, and college libraries. The outline 
shows that one or more libraries keep sta- 
tistics for the following items or types of 
materials: books (i.e., nonserial books) ; se- 
rials (subdivided by periodicals, newspapers, 
other); government documents (subdivided 
by books, serials, etc.) ; pamphlets; books in 
braille; theses; music scores (subdivided by 
sheet music, other); maps; talking books; 
phonograph records; microfilm; motion pic- 
ture film; manuscripts; miscellaneous mate- 
rials (e.g., archives, autographs, bookplates, 
broadsides, clippings, lithographs, museum ob- 
jects, photostats, pictures, prints, slides, etc.). 
These are broken down, in one or more 
libraries, for each item where applicable: (1) 
by classification (and also by fiction and non- 
fiction), (2) by language, and (3) by loca- 
tion (circulation, reference, adult, young 
people’s, juvenile, main library, departmental 
libraries, branches). Record of transfers is 
kept in one or more libraries if (1) re- 
classification and/or (2) location are involved. 
Duplicate record forms are kept for (1) addi- 
tions and (2) withdrawals. 

The committee recommends: that each item 
listed in its categories of holdings statistics 
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be defined, the definitions to be worked out 
in conjunction with committees or repre- 
sentatives of other interested divisions and 
affliated national organizations; that the com- 
pleted work be submitted to the appropriate 
body to be approved as standard practice; 
and that the study of statistics for the meas- 
urement of work be continued. 

Special Committee on Subject Headings, 
(Miss) Clyde E. Pettus, chairman: This com- 
mittee has continued its column, “The Subject 
Cataloging Clearinghouse,” in the Library 
Journal, finding active interest in the mate- 
rial published. 

During the year, beginning in October, the 
board of directors sent out to the members 
of the division four issues of its News Notes, 
which served to keep them informed on the 
activities of the officers and committees. It 
apparently was a successful channel for the 
committees to present problems to the mem- 
bership as a whole. A considerable number 
of comments which expressed appreciation for 
the publication were received by the board of 
directors. 

By action of the board of directors, the 
division withdrew in June from the Council 
of National Library Associations. It was 
felt by the board that the interests of the 
division in the council were already repre- 
sented by the American Library Association 
which is also a member of the council. 

A meeting of the board of directors was 
held in Cleveland, July 18-19, at which time 
the new officers assumed their duties and 
plans were made for many of the activities 
of the division during the coming year. 

Officers besides the president were Amelia 
Krieg, vice president and president-elect, and 
Alice E. Phelps, secretary-treasurer. 

Lucite M. Morscu, President 


A.L.A. Catalog Code Revtsion 


The report of the Committee on the Use 
of the A.L.A. Catalog Code, as printed in the 
Oct. 1, 1944, issue of the 4.L.4. Bulletin, 
made useful recommendations regarding the 
editing of the final edition. During the cur- 
rent year these suggestions have guided the 
Committee on A.L.A. Catalog Code Revision 
in its activities, which have constituted 
preparations for the final revision chiefly. 

Recommendations relating to specific rules 


have been sought from members of the orig- 
inal committee, the Division of Cataloging 
and Classification, and others. 

A special committee to study the rules re- 
lating to serials, appointed by the Division 
of Cataloging and Classification and under 
the chairmanship of Arnold H. Trotier, has 
been at work on that problem and is preparing 
its recommendations. 

A limited reprint of the preliminary edition 
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was authorized by the A.L.A. Executive 
Board, out of which several interleaved copies 
have been supplied for the use of the mem- 
bers of the committee. 

The committee has had no funds during 
the year to secure the services of a paid as- 
sistant, but it is expected that funds will be 
available for this purpose during 1945-46. 
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Tentative plans look toward completion of 
the revision of Part I during the next year. 

Members of the committee: M. Ruth Mac- 
Donald, Harriet Dorothea MacPherson, Lu- 
cile M. Morsch, L. Quincy Mumford, Sarita 
Robinson, Wyllis E. Wright. 


RupotpeH H. GyEtsness, Chairman 


Book binding 


The committee held no formal meetings; 
however, some members attended the No- 
vember conference of the Library Binding In- 
stitute in Detroit. Problems of materials, 
priorities, and rates still continue, and all 
advice possible has been given. The attempt 
to determine a more specific definition of the 
specifications for minimum Grade “A” binding 
in order to distinguish its product from one 


offered as “Good Grade A” binding, re- 
sulted in the application of certain tests upon 
which a formula may be based when sufficient 
data is at hand. 

Members of the committee: Dorothy 
Eggert, Josie Batcheller Houchens, Patricia 
P. Paylore, Stuart C. Sherman, William R. 
Thurman, James J. Weadock, Jr. 

JoHN Apams Lowe, Chairman 


Library Binding Institute and A.L.A. 


(Joint Committee) 


The conditions in the library binding in- 
dustry which were described in last year’s 
annual report have continued during the past 


year, and to a worse degree. The hopes that 
the end of the war in Europe would improve 
labor, materials, and cost conditions have 
not been realized. All the recommendations 
made by the committee last year are there- 
fore repeated, and the committee urges all 
librarians to cooperate in carrying them out. 


Binding service has been _ considerably 
slowed up in practically all parts of the coun- 
try. With few exceptions, binderies cannot 
begin to do the volume of work they have done 
in normal times. Some librarians have found 
it very dificult to locate any bindery to 
undertake their work. The Specifications 
for Class “A” Library Binding have been 
kept in effect, and the joint committee was not 
called upon to authorize any alternative 
material during the year. However, the 
growing shortage in textiles may make it 
necessary, in some cases, to give permission to 
use materials not in the specifications. The 
general quality of work has been maintained. 
There has been only one complaint of sub- 
standard binding by a certified bindery and 
this is now under investigation. 

The bindery labor situation has not im- 
proved in any part of the country and in some 


parts it has become worse. Some binderies 
have had War Manpower Commission ceil- 
ings put on the number of people they were 
allowed to employ. This meant, in some 
instances, that they could not take on, for 
the rush season, more than they had before, 
and in other instances they were told they 
had to release workers to essential industries. 
Thesé latest restrictions were eased with the 
end of the Pacific war, but binders and li- 
brarians would be wise to count on several 
months being needed before labor conditions 
get back to normal. 

The labor shortages and government regu- 
lations have, during the past year, again 
caused rising labor costs, despite the fact that 
there were supposed to be labor ceilings. 
Whatever the government officials may have 
had in mind as their aim, in the library binding 
industry government rules have caused dis- 
organization and higher unit costs at every 
stage. First, when the industry was on a 
low-cost basis, the forty-cent minimum wage 
was put into effect, bringing up wages in 
every bracket. Then, when labor began to 
get short, bindery wages were frozen and the 
binderies could not compete with war plant 
wages and therefore many experienced bindery 
workers were lost. The binderies then be- 
gan to adapt their operations to reduced pro- 





378 4.L.4. BULLETIN 


duction and high unit costs. Now, by War 
Labor Board regulation, anything under 
fifty-five cents an hour has been declared 
substandard. This means that the low-wage, 
new employees will be paid more, but per- 
mission will have to be obtained to pay the 
more experienced help higher wages in pro- 
portion, or else they will leave the industry. 

This confusing increase in costs has come 
just at the time when the bulk of the year’s 
work was beginning to come into the binderies. 
The situation is being studied by the commit- 
tee. The increase in minimum wages alone, 
by 37% per cent, is very serious and it is 
not known how the binderies will be able to 
get through at present prices. It should be 
noted that in spite of bindery cost -increases, 
the joint committee did not change the Guide 
of Fair Value during 1944. Since Pearl 
Harbor, increases in the guide have been 
far less than the bindery cost increases due 
to labor alone. This is very gratifying to 
the committee because it proves again that 
the program of cooperation between binders 
and librarians is working well and that the 
guide is a strong ceiling over prices. 

Materials shortages continue the same in 
most cases, but worse in textiles. Binders 
board supply has been adequate at all times, 
but the War Production Board has not 
listened to any plea to permit the manufac- 
turers of buckram to get the cotton duck 
from which it is made. With one exception, 
no mills are now making buckram, and the 
government keeps on saying there will be no 
change until some months after the end of 
the war. Matching of cover colors has be- 
come impossible for many binders. The sup- 
ply of fabrics for backlining and reinforcing 
has gone so low that some binders are near 
the end of their resources. ‘The material 
which was authorized by the committee as 
an alternative for backlining flannel is now 
also unobtainable. 

The problem of narrow binding margins, 
reported last year, has become even more 
serious for binders as well as librarians. The 
binderies are now getting the books and pe- 
riodicals printed with narrow margins and 
find that they cannot be oversewed in the 
normal way. The book publishers’ organiza- 
tion has recently started a survey to get 
opinions of book buyers as to the continuing 
of wartime formats after the war. What- 
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ever may be the advantages of less bulky 
books, there are no advantages and no neces- 
sity for narrow binding margins. Librarians 
are urged to protest by writing to the Book 
Publishers Bureau, 347 Fifth Ave., New 
York City. 

Many books and periodicals are not even 
sewed or stitched, but are just single sheets 
with backs glued like telephone books. If 
the margins are narrow, this material is im- 
possible to bind except at great expense— 
sometimes more than the original cost. 

Equally difficult are the problems of re- 
binding material in mechanical binding of 
wire or plastic, of which there are at least 
twenty varieties. This type of book and pe- 
riodical is increasing since the government 
released the necessary production materials, 
These are not bindings in the true sense but 
loose sheets held in the coils or frames of the 
holder. The inner edges of the sheets are 
perforated or slotted, weakening the paper, 
and under regular library service soon give 
way and necessitate rebinding. When the 
perforated parts of the sheets are trimmed 
off, at least one quarter of an inch of the 
binding margin is lost and in many cases does 
not leave enough margin for proper sewing, 
unless hinging—a costly operation—is resorted 
to. 

In this connection, librarians should keep 
in mind the suggestion in the Guide of Fair 
Value that extra work is entitled to an extra 
price. This was forgotten to some extent 
because some binders used to “throw in” extra 
service “free.” This was not really free, 
since other libraries usually had to make up 
the loss. Because of manufacturing condi- 
tions in books and periodicals, as noted above, 
more special work is required than ever be- 
fore. Narrow and crooked margins and 
extra-thick technical magazines, for example, 
all take more time and labor. 

Postwar materials for binding are already 
being advertised. Some claims being made 
are highly questionable. All such materials 
should be tested thoroughly before they are 
specified. 


Recommendations 


1. All librarians are urged to cooperate as 
closely as they can with their binderies so as 
to get through this difficult period 

2. Individual librarians and library organiza- 




















tions should protest to publishers against narrow 
binding margins 

3. In the case of new and untried materials, 
librarians should not specify them until it is 
certain they meet specifications and the binders 
have tested them under bindery conditions. 


The committee has not had any meetings 
during the year, but the chairman has been 
able to keep in touch with conditions outside 
of New York through consultations. A num- 
ber of L.B.I. members have called on him, 
including three joint committee representa- 
tives. A. number of technical questions have 
been referred to him. He attended the New 


This committee has attempted during the 
past year to concentrate its attention upon 
the problem of preserving, by microfilming, 
valuable materials which are rapidly deterio- 
rating because of poor paper. The need for 
such action in this direction is obvious and 
it is equally obvious that it would be diffi- 
cult, if not impossible, for each institution to 
copy all of its own material which needs to 
be preserved in this manner. The aim of the 
committee has, therefore, been to work 
toward a program of cooperative effort by 
which a sufficient number of libraries may 
purchase positive copies of long-run titles to 
amortize the cost of. the negative and bring 
the cost of a microfilm positive within a rea- 
sonable figure. 

It seems possible that the committee can 
serve as the medium or clearinghouse for pro- 
posing titles to be copied, for helping to ar- 
range for some particular institution to do 
the copying, and, perhaps, for receiving sub- 
scriptions or indication of desire to purchase. 

One of the first steps in the procedure is 
to obtain a list of some of the titles which 
are in very poor condition and which a fair 
number of libraries are anxious to see copied. 
In obtaining such a list, some time has been 
spent by two members of the committee in 
connection with an internal committee of the 
New York Public Library which is concerned 
with determining which of the library’s ma- 
terials should receive priority in treatment. 
A tentative list is now being compiled and 
can be circulated to other libraries when com- 
pleted. This list will not be exhaustive nor 
will it attempt to represent the titles of great- 
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York meeting of library binders and has called 
on L.B.I. headquarters for information. 

The relations between binders and _li- 
brarians generally continue excellent, and it is 
very gratifying to have such ftne cooperation 
through the joint committee even under the 
critical conditions of the last few years. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., the 
chairman, Josie Batcheller Houchens, John 
Adams Lowe, James J. Weadock, Jr.; for 
L.B.I., J. Howard Atkins, J. Vernon Ruzicka, 
Oscar Schnabel, Lawrence D. Sibert. 


WILLIAM R. THURMAN, Chairman 


est importance. It will be a small list of 
perhaps one hundred titles which are im- 
portant for reference and research and which 
need filming for preservation. 

The committee has had some correspond- 
ence with Lt. Vernon D. Tate, the former 
editor of the Journal of Documentary Re- 
production which was suspended in 1942, re- 
garding a supplementary volume to that 
publication. Lt. Tate has accumulated some 
material for such a volume, but various fac- 
tors have delayed the completion and publi- 
cation of the work. It is still hoped that the 
volume will materialize. 2 

The committee feels that more attention 
should be given to the recording of master 
negatives and information about projects in 
progress or contemplated. While the Phila- 
delphia Bibliographical Center and the Na- 
tional Union Catalog at the Library of 
Congress are being used for this purpose, it 
appears that the reporting to these centers is 
done only periodically. In order to avoid 
duplication of master negatives, all libraries 
are urged to report promptly to these re- 
cording points, master negatives of any long 
run of a title and also any information re- 
garding a project which is being undertaken. 

A subcommittee has been designated for the 
purpose of drawing up a statement of stand- 
ards for format and for general methods of 
making and handling films, exclusive of the 
technical aspects. 

While the committee recognizes that there 
may be a great deal to be done on technical 
matters when equipment and time are again 
available, it has not felt that much could be 
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accomplished in this respect during the cur- 
rent year. 

Members of the committee: Mary Angela 
Bennett, Margaret F. Butterfield, Gerritt E. 
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Fielstra, Joe Hare, Margaret C. Norton, 
Clarence S. Paine, Stanley Pargellis, Charles 
E. Rush. 


L. Quincy Mumrorp, Chairman 


The Librarian in Wartime and After 


Board of Education for Librarianship 


Recruiting for the library profession re- 
ceived first attention in the work of the year. 
A new folder, Books and People; a Career in 
Library Service, emphasized opportunities and 
developments in librarianship previously pre- 
sented in “Post-War Library Personnel.” 
Copies were sent to hundreds of counselors 
of young people in colleges and high schools, 
educational advisers in Army locations both in 
this country and overseas and in the Navy and 
Veterans Administration, vocational bureaus 
and organizations, and other centers of in- 
formation, as well as to libraries, library 
schools, and many periodicals. The folder 
has been purchased in quantity by many 
agencies and institutions. Revised editions of 
“Training for Library Work” and “Li- 
brarianship as a Career” were sent on request 
to inquirers whose number indicates that the 
recent recruiting efforts of many library 
groups as well as the board are having a 
desirable effect. Service continued as a cen- 
tral point for information on recruiting pro- 
grams of various library groups. For the 
War Manpower Commission a brief on 
librarianship was drafted for use of coun- 
selors in the armed forces. The American 
Council on Education was assisted in collect- 
ing material on professional education for 
instructors and counselors in the overseas 
post-hostilities educational program of the 
Army. New bulletins and _ recruiting 
pamphlets issued by several library schools, 
particularly Carnegie Institute of Technology, 
University of North Carolina, Emory Uni- 
versity, College of St. Catherine, and Univer- 
sity of Washington, and by the Special 
Libraries Association and Canadian Legion 
Educational Services, added to the excellent 
material now available for general recruiting. 
Other publications each describing a particu- 


lar field of library service would be useful in 
rounding out such material. Several colleges 
which offer no professional courses are intro- 
ducing librarianship to students by outlining 
preprofessional study, by instruction in the 
use of the library, or, as at Coe College, 
through an attractive folder on library serv- 
ice aS a Career. 

A long-term project, announced last year, 
toward stimulating wider discussion of sig- 
nificant problems in the education of li- 
brarians began with the distribution to 
accredited library schools of a report and a 
group of questions for faculty consideration. 
Replies to a questionnaire on degrees and 
related curriculum questions which the board 
and the Association of American Library 
Schools issued in 1943-44 were synthesized 
by Jeanette H. Foster, and her report was 
sent to the library schools. With this syn- 
thesis of varying points of view as background, 
the library schools were invited to discuss a 
few questions and to report results to the 
board. Although the returns are far from 
complete, the replies received are constructive 
contributions. They also re-enforce the 
board’s awareness that, as soon as conditions 
permit, discussion meetings will be important. 
The library schools and employing librarians 
should be brought together to reconsider the 
values and goals in the education of librarians. 
Similar meetings devoted to the training 
necessary for various specialties in library 
service should also be scheduled. 

Against the time when special funds may 
become available, projects in field recruiting, 
the preparation of faculty for library schools, 
and fellowships were outlined. 

In view of the continued shortage of li- 
brarians, the slight increase in library school 
enrolments in 1944-45 was a token of en- 
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couragement although the numbers involved 
did little to alleviate a general situation.? 
Prospects for enrolments in 1945-46 are said 
to be even more favorable and the larger 
attendance at recent summer sessions is still 
another indication of better times ahead. 

The end of the war in Europe brought 
closer to the library schools the provision of 
courses for veterans. Only six schools— 
Chicago, Columbia, Emory, McGill, Michi- 
gan, and William and Mary—have as yet 
enrolled former members of the armed forces. 
Many others are receiving inquiries, both 
from new recruits to the profession and from 
returning librarians. The education of these 
students will pose new problems for library 
schools as for their universities. Directors 
and faculty anticipate a special interest in 
refresher courses planned to assist the re- 
turning librarian to regain touch with his 
profession. For some, a general reorientation 
will suffice. Others will want intensive re- 
views in-particular fields of library service. 
A large number with the assistance of govern- 
ment subsidy will undertake study for higher 
degrees in librarianship or in subject fields. 
Those who are beginning the study of li- 
brarianship will in general be admitted to 
the usual courses. For the most part, the 
library schools are ready to offer the training 
required, whether in refresher courses, special 
programs, or other adaptations of the regular 
curriculum, and they will follow the policies 
of their institutions in such matters as the 
admission of students at irregular times or 
the acceptance of credit for educational train- 
ing and experiences received in the armed 
services. 


New Courses 


During the year new courses at several 
library schools extended opportunities to pre- 
pare for special fields of library service. Hos- 
pital libraries, for example, received attention 
in a new program at Columbia University and 
in an elective course at the University of 


Denver. At Simmons College a summer 
workshop on libraries in schools of nursing 
was offered jointly by the library school and 
school of nursing. The College of St. 
Catherine added courses in public relations 
and special libraries; Catholic University, an 


1“Enrolments in Library Schools, 1944-45.” A.L.A. 
Bulletin 39:100, March 1945. 
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introduction to library service; and Drexel 
Institute of Technology, cataloging for special 
libraries. Revised curricula providing greater 
flexibility and more opportunity for specializa- 
tion were in operation at the. University of 
Illinois and Emory University, and faculty 
committees worked on new curriculum plans 
at Columbia University, Carnegie Institute 
of Technology, and the College of William 
and Mary. For 1945-46 Western Reserve 
University will offer more electives in the 
public library program. 

The guidance of students in pre-library 
school education is now more fully recognized 
as an important aspect in the preparation of 
librarians. It is believed that an educational 
program which directs study in subject fields 
as well as in library science toward the objec- 
tives of library service may result in many 
professional advantages. “The admission of 
students before the fourth or fifth college 
years for such guidance or even for enrolment 
in selected library school courses is planned 
by several library schools in addition to those 
which have already begun experiments. 

Looking toward postwar developments, 
several library groups sought advice in pre- 
senting to the library schools appeals for 
greater emphasis in instruction on their par- 
ticular fields of service. In each case the 
board has suggested that the special group 
prepare constructive recommendations in the 
form of a list of topics which should be 
included in library school courses together 
with a rating as to importance, a bibliography 
of essential materials and those considered 
desirable in presenting each topic, and, in some 
instances, a list of specialists who might lec- 
ture at the schools. A.L.A. groups consulting 
the board included the Public Relations Com- 
mittee, which issued a questionnaire to library 
schools, the Audio-Visual Committee, the 
Committee on Relations with Business 
Groups, the Professional Education Com- 
mittee of the American Association of School 
Librarians, which proposed a study of cur- 
ricula for school library personnel, and the 
Subcommittee on Library School Curricula 
of the Adult Education Board, which as- 
sembled a group of articles.? 

In view of the scarcity of scholarships and 
other sources of financial aid for librarians, 


2 “Preparation for Library Adult Education.” A.L.A. 
Bulletin 39:259-65, September 1945. 
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it is heartening to note several new grants. 
Carnegie Institute of Technology now has 
several scholarships of three hundred dollars 
each. McGill University announced the 
Ethelwyn M. Crossley Scholarship; Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, the Mary Emogene Hazel- 
tine Scholarship; and Columbia University, 
the Frank L. Polk Library Fellowships. For 
students at Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Library 
Association and the School Library Section of 
the Wisconsin Education Association have 
created new scholarships. Alabama Library 
Association established the Marie Bankhead 
Owen Summer School Scholarship, and the 
Maine Library Association and the Special 
Libraries Association, loan funds. Syracuse 
University, Western Reserve University, and 
Ugiversity of Denver received additional tui- 
tion grants, and from the American Asso- 
ciation of University Women several new 
fellowships will be available next year. 

The list of scholarships, fellowships, and 
loan funds for librarians, last issued in 1942, 
was brought up to date. Athough no new 
general sources could be added, a few funds 
not operative during the war are available. 


Certification 


Only a few states have been forced by 
wartime emergencies to adopt temporary 
measures in certificating librarians. Instead, 
the library associations of several states, in- 
cluding Arkansas and Massachusetts, are 
active in efforts toward the enactment of 
certification laws. Others are seeking the 
revision of present laws while still others are 
at work on programs for the enforcement of 
existing legal provisions. 

Important legislation affecting the legal 
certification of librarians of public libraries 
took place in Maryland, Montana, Wiscon- 
sin, and British Columbia. A division of 
library extension was created in the Mary- 
land State Department of Education, effective 
January 1946. One function will be to set 
standards and issue certificates to members of 
staff of county and other public libraries. In 
Montana the state library commission was 
empowered to act in a similar capacity. 
Functions of the former public library certifi- 
cation board in Wisconsin, were assigned to 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission and 
requirements for higher grades of certificates 
were raised. British Columbia may be con- 
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gratulated as the first Canadian province to 
secure enactment of a certification law. 

A summary of certification requirements by 
states, last issued in 1942, was revised from 
information assembled in the spring of 1945. 
It will be distributed in the fall. 

Unlike certain accrediting groups, the board 
did not formally recommend that its accredit- 
ing function be discontinued during the war, 
Under a strict observance of wartime restric- 
tions on travel, however, no library schools 
were visited in the year of this report. No 
meeting of the board was held. 

Responsibilities as chief of the A.L.A. De- 
partment of Library Education and Person- 
nel, in connection with the Personnel Office 
and the Foreign Library Service Roster proj- 
ect, required an unusual amount of time of 
the secretary. 

Members of the board: Mrs. Lucile L. 
Keck, Harriet Dorothea MacPherson, Mrs. 
Alice Brooks Mooney, Ralph Munn. 

Donatp Coney, Chairman 
Anita M. Hostetter, Secretary, 
and Chief, Department of Library 


Education and Personnel 


Job Evaluation and Training 


(Joint Subcommittee of Board of Education 
for Librarianship, Board on Personnel Ad- 
ministration, and Committee on Library 
Administration. ) 


The Subcommittee on Job Evaluation and 
Training has had three goals for the year— 
to secure articles interpretative of “job meth- 
ods” in libraries for publication in library 
magazines, particularly the 4.L.4. Bulletin; 
to increase the number of libraries and li- 
brary schools in which job methods training 
has been or is being utilized; to secure finan- 
cial support for a wide application to libraries 
of the War Manpower Commission’s training 
program. 

Instances of a gain in each area are re- 
ported below. The net impression upon li- 
brary work, however, is too small to warrant 
continuation of the effort on the present ama- 
teur scale; that is, by a volunteer committee 
without funds or time. It is. recommended 
that the A.L.A. make a special effort to de- 
velop the application of job methods training 
to libraries in a large nationwide program. 
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Possible Manuscripts for Publication 


The acting librarian of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture sent to this subcommittee 
a set of detailed studies of simplifications— 
part of the routine semiannual examination 
of the work of that department. These re- 
ports are so thought-arresting that formal 
encouragement and assistance should be given 
to secure the publication of the information 
contained therein. Since this particular sug- 
gestion involves a federal department and 
the possibility of a resulting government docu- 
ment, it is recommended that the A.L.A. 
representative in Washington be requested 
to explore ways and means. 

The subcommittee has secured two manu- 
scripts for use in the 4.L.4. Bulletin. The 
library of Columbia University School of 
Library Service has recently made use of this 
method, and a manuscript from Mrs. Abigail 
Fisher Hausdorfer probably could be secured. 
Ruth E. Hammond has another type of ex- 
perience which should be described, probably 
for its overtones of cooperation with munici- 
pal departments’ special libraries. College 
and Research Libraries for December 1944 
published an article by Margaret R. Meyer 
on the uses and benefits of job methods train- 
ing at Russell Sage College Library. 


Possible Training Courses 


The request to Channing R. Dooley, direc- 
tor, Training Within Industry, War Man- 
power Commission, 1776 Pennsylvania Ave., 
N.W., Washington, D.C., for some coopera- 
tion on a national scale has had no success, 
although backed by powerful friends of the 
War Manpower Commission. In case this 
program is continued, further discussion with 
responsible authorities is a matter which 
should be actively pursued by the A.L.A. 

In contrast, the California State Library’s 
monthly letter to county librarians reports 
“chiefs of divisions and assistants (of the 
Los Angeles County Library) who supervise 
have attended two ten-hour courses spon- 
sored by the board of supervisors and given 
by representatives of the War Manpower 
Commission on job relation training and job 
in-training. The follow-up to these courses 
entails an application of the principles to 
routine procedures and problems, with sim- 
plification and efficiency as the objectives.” 

Members of the subcommittee: Emma V. 
Baldwin, Ethel Marion Fair, Lillian M. 
Gilbreth, Ruth E. Hammond, Paul Howard, 
Alton H. Keller, Arthur Monroe McAnally. 


Marcery C. QuicLey, Chairman 


Board on Personnel Administration 


A critical shortage in personnel and an 
upward trend in salaries greatly affected all 
other personnel conditions in libraries during 
the final year of World War II. Because 
administrators were bargaining in a greatly 
depleted labor market both for clerical and 
professional staff members, they evidenced a 
marked increase in interest not only in what 
had to be paid to fill particular positions but 
also in the relationships of the salaries re- 
quired to the salaries of the staff as a whole. 
Several of the largest libraries adopted new 
salary schedules based on classification plans 
and a goodly number of medium-sized libra- 
ties either revised their compensation sched- 
ules or put a regular compensation plan into 
effect for the first time. The financial sit- 
uation of the staff in the small library was 
also improved. It should be noted that the 
salary scales in business, industry, and gov- 
ernment were so far in advance of those paid 
in most libraries that libraries were forced 


to meét competition more nearly or lose large 
numbers of their personnel. In some libraries 
where funds were so small or so rigidly 
earmarked that adjustments could not be 
made, it was necessary to curtail hours of 
opening in order to spread the personnel as 
far as possible. 


Tenure 


The Board on Personnel Administration 
set as its major objective for the year the 
completion of its “Statement of Principles of 
Tenure.” This statement has been completed 
and will be sent in the early fall to a selected 
group of individuals for criticism. After 
revision, it will be printed in the 4.L.4. 
Bulletin for membership information and 
comment. The board plans to present the 
statement to the A.L.A. Council for adoption 
at the next annual conference. 

The board has considerable data available 
for the preparation of its “Procedure for 
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Handling Tenure Cases” and expects to put 
this in final form within the next board year. 

No tenure case was investigated during 
1944-45; one situation, however, was studied 
in some detail. 


Civil Service 


Several libraries have been placed under 
civil service within this report year. It is 
interesting to note that some libraries have 
requested that they be placed under civil 
service in order to obtain pension benefits 
available to other municipal employees. 

The Subcommittee on Civil Service Rela- 
tions has been very active in recent months 
in working on its book on civil service and 
libraries. The original plan for the book 
was discarded in favor of a much more diffi- 
cult undertaking, namely, presenting in ques- 
tion and answer form, for the most part, the 
case for and against civil service in general 
and in its application to libraries. 

The revised plan for the book was sub- 
mitted to the board for approval. The out- 
line was also presented to the board and to 
the Civil Service Assembly of the United 
States and Canada. One meeting on the out- 
line was held with J. J. Donovan, acting 
director of the Civil Service Assembly. 

The subcommittee members in the Chicago 
area considered problems presented to them 
by several libraries, offered advice on the 
points raised, and also made general sugges- 
tions. The name of the subcommittee was 
changed by adding the word “relations” so 
that it would express its functions more ade- 
quately. 

Due to war conditions and travel restric- 
_ tions, the work of the two subcommittees in 
California has been hampered. ‘The Sub- 
committee on Job Analysis of Duties sub- 
mitted, at the end of the board year, a list 
of the professional duties for several depart- 
ments and the descriptions of these tasks. 
This project is of primary importance to the 
library profession as it will list and describe 
the professional, clerical, and subprofessional 
tasks performed in libraries. Not only will 
the duties be broken down into these three 
services but it is the goal of the subcommittee 
to express each duty description so clearly 
that neither the layman nor librarian will 
have difficulty in determining what those tasks 
listed as professional actually require in “li- 
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brary education as taught in a library school” 
for their proper performance. 

The list of duties will also be used as the 
basis for tasks to be checked on a job analysis 
questionnaire and for the description of typi- 
cal tasks on position specifications. Within 
the coming report year the material will be 
sent to selected individuals for suggestion. 

The other California subcommittee is the 
Subcommittee on Job Analysis Manual and 
Classification and Pay Plan Manual. This 
subcommittee is writing a manual on how to 
make a job analysis and set up a classifica- 
tion and pay plan for the library which can- 
not afford to bring in technicians to do this 
work. The manual is to be primarily for 
the small and medium-sized libraries with 
staffs in full-time equivalent of five to fifty 
persons. 

The service rating form prepared by the 
Subcommittee on Service Ratings is now 
being tested in several libraries. As soon as 
the results of the testing can be obtained, 
the subcommittee, although formally dis- 
charged in October 1944, will be asked to 
advise the board on the final form to be used. 

The sections on personnel which appeared 
in the various standards which were to be 
presented to the A.L.A: Council for adoption 
in October 1944 were studied by the board 
and suggestions were made in several in- 
stances. 

At the request of the Executive Board, the 
board considered the desirability of the 
A.L.A.’s becoming a member of the National 
Council of Scientific, Professional, Art, and 
White Collar Organizations. 


Change in Name 


In order that the functions of the board 
might be expressed more adequately in the 
name of the board, the A.L.A. Council voted 
in October 1944 to change the name from 
Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure to 
Board on Personnel Administration. This 
suggestion was made by the Committee on 
Boards and Committees at the request of the 


board. 


Meetings 


Two meetings of the board were held dur- 


ing the report year. The first, scheduled im 
connection with the October meeting of the 
A.L.A. Council, was primarily a meeting for 
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planning the year’s program of work. The 
second, held in May, was called particularly 
for work on the “Statement of Principles of 
Tenure.” The board took this occasion, 
however, to discuss placement and personnel 
matters with Nathan R. Levin, surveyor of 
the Personnel Office. The chairman of the 
board spent a day in Chicago in March and 
another in July discussing board work with 
the executive assistant. 

The Chicago area members of the Sub- 
committee on Civil Service Relations met six 
times during the year to work on the forth- 
coming book on civil service and libraries. 

The Subcommittee on Job Analysis of 
Duties met several times in Los Angeles to 
work on its project. 


Membership 


Louis M. Nourse was elected chairman of 
the board succeeding Amy Winslow, who 
completed her term of membership on the 
board. Clara Wells Herbert was appointed 
by the Executive Board to the board for a 
five-year term and Errett Weir McDiarmid 
was appointed for a four-year period to com- 
plete the term of Ralph A. Ulveling who re- 
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signed due to his additional commitments as 
First Vice President and President-Elect of 
the A.L.A. Other members of the board: 
Josie Batcheller Houchens and Eleanor M. 
Witmer. . 

Members of the Subcommittee on Civil 
Service Relations: Nathan R. Levin, chair- 
man, Isabel DuBois, Leo R. Etzkorn, Ger- 
trude E. Gscheidle, Lowell Martin, Eleanor 
Plain, Thelma Reid, Ruth H. Shapiro, Grin- 
ton I. Will, Mrs. Elizabeth Lewis Wright. 

Members of the Subcommittee on Job 
Analysis Manual and Classification and Pay 
Plan Manual: Mrs. Eleanor Hitt Morgan, 
chairman, Joyce G. Backus, John Dale Hen- 
derson, Mrs. Geraldine L. Nurney, Grace 
R. Taylor. 

Members of the Subcommittee on Job 
Analysis of Duties: Mrs. Eleanor Hitt Mor- 
gan, chairman, Roberta Bowler, Mrs. Theo- 
dora R. Brewitt, John Dale Henderson, Mrs. 
Dorothy Engstrum Rosen. 

The report and list of members of the 
Joint Subcommittee on Job Evaluation and 
Training appear on pages 382-83. 

Louis M. Nourss, Chairman 
Haze. B. TimMERMAN, Executive Assistant 


Personnel Office 


other prerequisites for positions, and salaries 
for beginners practically equivalent to the 
figure considered to be the average salary 
for all professional librarians prior to the 


The turnover in libraries this past year 
has been very great, statistically probably as 
large or larger than at any time in the past 
two decades. Not only was the turnover 
marked by the number: of changes and the 
dearth of people but it was also unusual be- 
cause of changes in chief librarianships and 
directorships. Baltimore, Worcester, Library 
of Congress, Oregon State System of Higher 
Education, University of California, Univer- 
sity of Texas, Graduate Library School of 
the University of Chicago, Northwestern 
University, College of the City of New 
York, and Western Reserve University are 
but the beginning of any such list. 

As World War II went into its final stage 
the need for manpower became acute. The 
requirements of the armed forces and war 
industries had to be met first, and other types 
of employment were placed in a critical con- 
dition. The period was therefore marked 
by much turnover, positions left vacant for 
considerable periods, the use of temporary 
workers, some reduction in educational and 


war. The salaries received by the 1945 
classes in library schools again topped the 
salaries paid those graduating a year ago by 
several hundred dollars. Clerical and sub- 
professional staffs were subject to greater 
turnover than the professional staff. The 
salaries paid by most libraries for such work 
did not compare favorably with the salaries 
these same persons could obtain in war in- 
dustry and in business. 

Two questions constantly recurred in let- 
ters and in interviews throughout the year: 
What must be paid in order to replace the 
person who has left, and how must salaries 
of other staff members be revised to care for 
this increase in beginning pay? Because ad- 
ministrators were forced to consider salary 
schedules in relation to individual replace- 
ments and because they were also making 
personnel plans for the postwar period, much 
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has been accomplished in improving salaries 
this year. Several large libraries have 
adopted new salary schedules and a few have 
revised their classification and pay plans. 
The progress in the medium-sized library has 
been even more marked as many of these 
libraries have for the first time really 
adopted salary schedules. Few small libraries 
have regular salary schedules; however, 
salary increases have been prevalent in these 
libraries as well. Through the advice given 
the administrators the Personnel Office has 
had an opportunity to help libraries put into 
operation salary schedules far superior to 
those previously in force and to increase the 
general level of salaries paid librarians as 
well as to raise salaries for individual posi- 
tions. 

Other questions on salaries which are 
typical of the type of question received have 
been: What percentage of the total budget 
is it proper to use for the salary budget dur- 
ing the war period? Should librarians set up 
different salary schedules for single and mar- 
ried persons? What salary should a head 
cataloger receive in a library system when 
there is also a head of technical processes? 
Should not the A.L.A. have a personnel con- 
sultant who could go to libraries and aid 
them in setting up classification and pay plans 
and other procedures needed for the develop- 
ment of proper personnel administration in 
libraries? How does an individual library 
which cannot afford to bring in a personnel 
technician make a job analysis and classifica- 
tion and pay plan which will be satisfactory? 
How should a system of cost-of-living ad- 
justments be administrated in addition to the 
increment plan of the salary schedule? 

Although the greatest number of requests 
had to do with salaries, questions were also 
raised on hours of work, payment for over- 
time, holidays, vacations, the practice of giv- 
ing terminal vacations, civil service, the 
proper percentage of administrators to the 
professional staff, immigration regulations, 
staff associations, library unjons, employment 
of married women, librarians born in Canada 
now working in the U.S., the practice of giv- 
ing librarians honorary degrees, and oppor- 
tunities in library work for the physically 
handicapped. 

The Personnel Office continued to pre- 
pare the annual and quarterly lists of A.L.A. 
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members in the armed forces. A special list 
of armed forces personnel was made for Col. 
Ray L. Trautman. 

Work was continued on the foreign library 
service roster and material from the roster 
was used in connection with several positions 
during the war. 

In addition to the requests from foreign 
countries, requests for persons to fill positions 
were received from forty-two states and the 
District of Columbia. 

The demands continued for librarians to 
work with the armed forces in camps and 
hospitals. In addition, there were numerous 
opportunities for librarians in the federal 
service and in war industries. Persons with 
knowledge of science, technology, and busi- 
ness subjects were greatly in demand. It is 
interesting to note also that the need was as 
marked as ever before for catalogers, chil- 
dren’s and school librarians. 

Because of the shortage of properly quali- 
fied personnel, librarians, like business and 
industry, tried new methods and sources of 
recruitment. The A.L.A. offered for the first 
time paid advertising space in the 4.L.4. 
Bulletin to employers and persons wishing to 
change positions. Some libraries used ad- 
vertisements in local newspapers and periodi- 
cals and a few used the radio for this 
purpose. 


Emergency Measures Adopted 


As the shortage of professionally trained 
librarians became more acute, employers not 
only called more frequently on the services 
of the Personnel Office but often asked sev- 
eral times for additional suggestions for the 
same positions. These increased demands, 
the constantly changing list of registrants, and 
the depleted Personnel Office secretarial staff 
made it necessary in the late spring to adopt 
certain emergency measures in order to carry 
on the ‘placement service. 

It was decided to cut down the information 
sent directly to the employer and to require 
the registrant to furnish certain data. There- 
fore, the employer was sent merely the name, 
address, current position, library school at- 
tended, and comments from references for 
each individual suggested. The registrant 
was asked to furnish data concerning educa- 
tion, experience, subject and language equip- 
ment, and general information such as age, 
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marital status, citizenship, and salary. 

Although this has enabled the Personnel 
Office to carry on in the emergency, it is not 
4 satisfactory method of procedure and should 
be continued only for the present emergency. 
Consideration is being given to several meth- 
ods of handling which will free the Person- 
nel Office from returning completely to the 
former method and at the same time furnish 
the employer with the complete file of in- 
formation. 


Survey 


At the special request of the A.L.A. Head- 
quarters staff, Amy Winslow, member of the 
Executive Board and immediate past chair- 
man of the Board on Salaries, Staff, and 
Tenure, spent two and one-half days in Chi- 
cago in September 1944 reviewing the place- 
ment and personnel work of the Personnel 
Office. On her recommendation the Execu- 
tive Board voted in October that the Clement 
V. Ritter Bequest be used for an intensive 
survey of the work of the Personnel Office 
and for the employment of a temporary full- 
time professional assistant. 

In February Nathan R. Levin agreed to 
act as surveyor. By Executive Board and 
Council vote the survey is to be reviewed by 
the Board on Personnel Administration and 
a committee of three chosen by Council vote 
consisting of Arnold H. Trotier, chairman, 
Margaret Jean Clay, and Helene H. Rogers. 
The survey was not finished at the end of 
the report year. In order to have current 
information on placement methods, the chief 
of the Personnel Office, with the chief of 
the Department of Library Education and 
Personnel, again visited three placement 
agencies in the Chicago area in the late fall: 
a teachers agency, a college placement bureau, 
and a commercial agency. 


Staff 


The temporary full-time professional as- 
sistant authorized by the Executive Board in 
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October could not be appointed because of 
the restrictions made in the Chicago area by 
the War Manpower Commission regarding 
the employment of additional full-time em- 
ployees. Accordingly, three librarians were 
employed for temporary periods varying from 
six weeks to three months: H. Carolyn How- 
ard, assistant professor, Department of 
Librarianship, New York State College for 
Teachers, Albany; Mae Graham, acting di- 
rector, Department of Library Science, Col- 
lege of William and Mary, Williamsburg, 
Va.; and Mrs. Amy Wood Nyholm served 
in this capacity. 

The turnover in the secretarial service 
continued throughout the year. The four 
full-time positions were held by six persons 
during the period. Two persons resigned 
because of home conditions and two to ac- 
cept positions offering much better financial 
rewards than the A.L.A. could offer. The 
salaries available for two positions were so 
low in comparison with salaries offered by 
business and industry that both remained 
vacant from two to three months. Persons 
available for temporary work were used when 
it was found that permanent employees could 
not be obtained in the very tight labor market 
during the last stages of World War II. 
The output of such workers naturally does 
not equal that of regular staff, and the 
amount of supervision required is greatly 
increased. These two features also compli- 
cated the problems of the office. 


Change in Name 


In order to avoid confusion between the 
names of the divisions of A.L.A. and the 
names of the divisions at A.L.A. Headquar- 
ters, it was decided to change the names of 
the divisions at A.L.A. Headquarters by 
dropping the word “division” and substitut- 
ing the word “office.” The Personnel Di- 
vision’s name was, therefore, changed to that 
of Personnel Office. 

Haze. B. TiMMERMAN, Chief 
Personnel Office 


Cooperation with the Book and Author War Bond Committee 


This committee is in its third year of ac- 
tivity. It is representative of book interests— 
authors, publishers, the book, trade, and li- 
brarians. Its purpose is to encourage the 


purchase and holding of war bonds. Its in- 
fluence has been exerted through war bond 
rallies, over seventy of which have been held 
in the larger cities of the nation and from 
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which over $160,000,000 in bonds have been 
sold. 

For the Sixth War Loan in November- 
December 1944, it was suggested that a plan 
for interesting libraries in bond sales be tried, 
as a limited plan tried in Connecticut and 
Indiana during the previous loan drive had 
been successful. Librarians in twenty-one 
states were active, headed by a library and a 
state finance chairman. Although $3,790,326 
in war bonds were sold in libraries, it was 
decided to give primary attention to the edu- 
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cational position of libraries in future loans, 
Educational kits were sent to over six thou- 
sand libraries in the Seventh War Loan, and 
a new kit is in preparation to send out for 
the Eighth “Victory” Loan coming the latter 
part of 1945. 

Members of the committee: Mrs. Mar- 
garet Culkin Banning, Harold F. Brigham, 
Mildred Bruder, Katharine Shorey, Mrs, 
May V. Kunz Valencik, Katharine H. Wead. 


Louis J. BatLey, Chairman 


Refugee Librarians 


During 1944-45 a small number of refugees 
have discussed with the Committee on Refugee 
Librarians the possibility of library training; 
some who are not satisfactorily placed have 
applied for advice in finding suitable employ- 
ment; and others have asked for direction 
with regard to further research and the 
publication of books and articles. 

With the decrease in the number of refu- 
gees coming to this country the work of the 
committee has, of course, decreased propor- 
tionately. It was, therefore, decided that 
this is an appropriate time to review the pro- 
cedures employed in guiding these newcomers 
in their efforts to establish themselves in 
library work in this country, to evaluate the 
contributions this group has made to the 
library profession, and to report on the re- 
sults of this investigation. It is hoped that 
in such a report employers will find addi- 
tional ways of using the services of these 
people advantageously and that the refugees 


themselves will find suggestions of new fields 
of library work of interest to them. It is also 
hoped that procedures may be discovered 
which will save time and emotional strain in 
the adjustment of any similar group which 
may come to this country when the quota 
restrictions will permit. In undertaking this 
study the committee has had the cooperation 
of the Committee for Study of Recent Im- 
migration and the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion, as well as of a considerable number of 
the refugees themselves. 

Funds from the Sarah C. N.. Bogle Mem- 
orial Fund were not made available to the com- 
mittee this year and therefore no award to 
a library school student was made. 

Members of the committee: Rice Estes, 
Lydia M. Gooding, Felix E. Hirsch, Rudolph 
Hirsch (in absentia), Mrs. Alice S. Plaut, 
Margery C. Quigley, Ruth Savord, Eleanor 
M. Witmer. 

Mrs. BEATRICE BERGEN LiBatrRE, Chairman 


Staff Organizations Round Table 


In November 1944 Miss Shapiro was in 
Cleveland and on November 16 a committee 
meeting was held at which Miss Stibitz, Miss 
Root, Mrs. Proctor, and Miss Shapiro were 
present. At that time a statement was pre- 
pared on why library staffs should organize 
and a sample constitution for library staff 
organizations was drawn up. Two amend- 
ments were also submitted to the membership: 
one allowing for individual membership for 
library employees in libraries where there was 
no staff organization, and the other permit- 
ting the steering committee to replace mem- 
bers of the committee who resign between 


conferences of the A.L.A. 

Officers for 1944-45: Steering Committee: 
chairman, Ruth H. Shapiro, Milwaukee Pub- 
lic Library; secretary-treasurer, Mildred T. 
Stibitz, Dayton Public Library; bulletin edi- 
tor, Donna L. Root, Cleveland Public Li- 
brary; membership chairman, Mrs. Margia 
W. Proctor, Buffalo Public Library; Mar- 
garet Gabriel Hickman, Los Angeles Public 
Library. Because they were no longer em- 
ployed in libraries which had staff organiza- 
tions, Rice Estes and Barbara Praél resigned 
from the committee. 

RutH H. SuHapiro, Chairman 
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The Administration of Libraries 


Library Administration 


This committee has for its purpose “to 
consider and report improvements in any de- 
partment of library administration not spe- 
cifically assigned to another committee.” 

This statement of purpose may indicate 
that there are many fields of activity for the 
committee. On the contrary, however, there 
are few phases of library administration which 
are not covered by some special committee. 
Hence, there has seemed nothing urgent to 
be undertaken this year. 

Two members of the committee attended 


the Council meeting in October, and at that 
time met with Julia Wright Merrill to dis- 
cuss possible future activities. 

Members of the committee: James E. 
Bryan, Verner Warren Clapp, (Miss) Perrie 
Jones, William Kaye Lamb, Cecil J. McHale, 
Viola R. Maihl, N. Orwin Rush. 

The report and list of members of the 
Subcommittee on Job Evaluation and Train- 
ing appear on pages 382-83. 


RutH E. Hammonp, Chairman 


Insurance for Libraries 


Since receiving the recent A.L.A. request 
for suggestions which could usefully affect 
postwar buildings, the members of this com- 
mittee have put their heads together (no small 
achievement, considering that their geography 
ranges from New Hampshire to California) 
and make these suggestions: 


1. Urge that an insurance specialist work as 
a consultant with the architect, builder, and 
library executives. The purpose—to include all 
construction safeguards recommended by in- 
surance experience. Such close and careful at- 
tention could mean a definite saving in insurance 
premiums over a period of years. It might 
even be the difference between safety and a 
costly fire. 

2. Where postwar plans include revision of 
present buildings, it may be well worth while 
to bring in an expert to see if there are sufficient 
changes in the building under consideration to» 
bring about fewer hazards, and thus result in 
a reduction in rates. 

3- Look into the values, uses, and costs of a 
maximum security storage room for choice li- 
brary items. Be sure it is properly heated and 
ventilated. 

4. Study thoroughly the surroundings of a 
potential library site. How is the community 
growing? In what direction? With what qual- 
ity of building construction? These directly 
indicate fire hazards and control insurance rates. 

5. Urge that an adequate continuing insur- 
ance program be planned alongside and con- 
current with a new building program. 

6. Investigate early the municipal and state 
building codes in all planning and installation. 


Follow them through and you will pretty surely 
achieve a plant that is basically safe, but in 
construction and subsequent use. 

7. Fireproof always—everywhere. 
put this into practice. 

8. Don’t clutter attics; in fact, don’t build 
attics, except as such space may be needed for 
insulation or to house ventilating apparatus, 
elevator equipment, and such material. 

9. Seal off heating plant and fuel storage, 
because greatest fire hazard is there. 

10. Don’t experiment with new and untried 
building materials. Let the high-pressure sales- 
man do that. 

11. The de luxe fundamental in all planning: 
keep the mind free to search far and wide for 
the practical answer. It may not be the ex- 
pected one. 


Stress and 


Joseph J. Comi, a member of this com- 
mittee, is working with the New Hampshire 
Board of Fire Underwriters on a program of 
better fire protection for libraries in that 
state. 

Theodore S. Hills suggests the possibility 
of “persuading individual builders to put up 
specially designed buildings, suitable for li- 
brary purposes, that could be leased on a 
fairly long-term basis. The Cleveland Public 
Library has successfully entered into such 
arrangements in several instances, and there 
is no reason why other libraries, without 
ample funds or which, perhaps for other 
reasons, do not wish to build, could not do so. 
Such libraries have fully as much need for 
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good insurance counsel in negotiating leases 
of this kind as those intending to build or 
purchase their own buildings. This thought 
might perhaps be developed in a general dis- 
cussion of postwar plans.” 

Mrs. Dorothea M. Singer, chief reviser, 
School of Library Service, Columbia Univer- 
sity, is at work on the manuscript of a 
“Manual of Insurance Procedure for Li- 
braries,” sponsored by the A.L.A. Executive 
Board and the Committee on Insurance for 
Libraries. She holds degrees in law and in 
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library science and, in addition to her work 
at Columbia, has qualified for an insurance 
broker’s license in New York State. The 
committee was fortunate to find such a well- 
equipped person to do this technically spe- 
cialized job. 

Members of the committee: James E, 
Bryan, Gilbert A. Cam, Joseph J. Comi, 
Thomas S. Dabagh, Theodore S. Hills, Car- 
rie Maude Jones. 


DonaLpD KENNETH CAMPBELL, Chairman 


Library Architecture and Building Planning 


During the past year, the committee’s ac- 
tivities were as follows: 


(1) The committee was polled as to the 
advisability of producing a handbook on library 
lighting. Members reported that in their esti- 
mation there had not been sufficient technological 
development of lighting devices to provide 
enough new information on this highly involved 
subject to warrant such a publication 

(2) It supplemented the excellent library 
planning service maintained at A.L.A. Head- 
quarters and headed there by Elizabeth E. 
Baker. Scores of requests for help were 
handled, using the comprehensive A.L.A. files, 
pictures, and plans. These requests came from 
many places in Canada as well as throughout 
the United States 

(3) In October the chairman wrote to the 
Architectural Forum. outlining the desirability 
of library buildings as war memorials. His 
letter appeared in the December 1944 issue of 
that publication 

(4) Through correspondence, the relation- 
ship between this committee and the Committee 


on College and University Library Buildings of 
the Association of College and Reference Li- 
braries was clarified. As a result, future efforts 
should be cooperative and not overlapping 

(5) It considered the practicability of com- 
piling a list of consultant library architects, 
similar to the list of librarians qualified to serve 
as consultants on building planning projects. 
The latter list is on file at A.L.A. Headquarters. 
There are a number of difficulties attached to 
the drafting of such a list but it may be possible 
this next year to secure help from those on the 
consultant list so that all sections of the country 
are adequately and fairly covered. 


The year has been an extremely active one 
in terms of postwar building planning. It is 
hoped that the committee has played its part 
in answering the many inquiries for guidance. 

Members of the committee: Paul S. Bal- 
lance, Lydia Margaret Barrette, Alfred Mor- 
ton Githens, Howard L. Hughes, Ernest J. 
Reece, Elizabeth M. Smith. 

Russet, J. SCHUNK, Chairman 


Library Equipment and Appliances 


The project started in the previous year 
has now reached the stage where the com- 
mittee can make available to inventors, manu- 
facturers, and dealers in library supplies and 
equipment a preliminary list of items which 
librarians feel should be invented for their 
use, as well as a list of suggested improve- 
ments in existing equipment. Plans have been 
made to call attention to these through the 
various trade papers, with the hope that when 
our needs are better known libraries will 
benefit. 

In 1943 Ralph R. Shaw suggested that the 


A.L.A. arrange for “exhaustive tests on the 
application of library machinery to all con- 
ceivable library processes.” The committee 
repeats last year’s recommendation that the 
feasibility of this undertaking be investigated 
when conditions warrant. 

Members of the committee: Anna M. Bor- 
den, Constance R. §. Ewing, Florence C. 
Fuchs, Marguerite L. Gates, Loeta Lois 
Johns, Cornelia Dyer Plaister, J. Vernon 
Steinmann. 


Marcurrite E, Putnam, Chairman 
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Subcommittee to Study the Use of Punched 
Card Procedures in Libraries 


The subcommittee has kept in close touch 
with production, changes, and adaptation of 
LB.M. to libraries through Marian Elliott, 
of the Washington, D.C., office. The Library 
of Congress is studying the extension of ma- 
chine accounting to order work in addition 
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to pay roll and staff time records. Columbia 
University has retrenched in application of 
I.B.M. records to order work. All applica- 
tion has been impeded by lack of available 
equipment and staff. : 

Members of the committee: David H. Clift 
and Ralph R. Shaw. 


JoHNn HeELensecK Moriarty, Chairman 


Statistics 


For the third year the position of statistical 
assistant was vacant, for financial reasons. 
However, collection of the usual annual sta- 
tistical reports from public libraries, institu- 
tions of higher education, and school libraries 
was carried on by clerical workers under the 
direction of the chief of the department, and 
the returns were organized in files. 

Tabulation of these reports was omitted, 
after attempts for two years to produce 
compilations by calling on volunteer workers 
or assigning a staff member of another office 
for part time. Lack of this important factual 
data led to a flood of complaints, and the 
Executive Board is giving serious considera- 
tion to the future of the activity. In the 
meantime, more librarians than usual have 
come to Headquarters to secure needed data. 

Possibility of a self-supporting or subscrip- 
tion statistical service was considered in Oc- 
tober 1944 by the Statistics Committee and 
the Executive Board. It was referred to a 


special committee of the board, headed by 
Ralph A. Ulveling. The latter organized a 
local group of advisers with G. Flint Purdy as 
chairman. Circularization of libraries con- 
cerning such a project may be the next step. 

A form for county library statistics, which 
had been in preparation for some years, was 
approved in principle by the Council, October 
1944, and the Statistics Committee was au- 
thorized to continue negotiations with the 
U.S. Office of Education which had accepted 
and printed other uniform statistical report 
forms. 

A form was set up and considered by the 
Statistics Committee for collection of special 
data on public library service to Negroes, as 
suggested by Mrs. Eliza Atkins Gleason. 
GeorcE C. ALLEZ, Chairman 
Statistics Committee 
Jutta WricHT Merri.., Chief 
Department of Information and Advisory 
Services 


Intellectual Freedom to Safeguard the Rights of Library 
Users to Freedom of Inquiry 


With the approval of the A.L.A. Execu- 
tive Board and Council, the committee formu- 
lated a statement “On Defending the 
Freedom to Read in Libraries” and requested 
its publication by national and state library 
periodicals. The response was excellent and 
the statement received wide publicity. 
Through this statement librarians were in- 
vited to report to the committee incidents of 
attempted interference with the provision of 
books or periodicals, and it was hoped that 
such reports would make up the bulk of the 
committee’s annual statement. 

Up to the present time very few incidents 
have been reported, and the committee has 
been requested not to publicize them. The 


lack of information about such incidents may 
mean that they do not exist—that librarians 
are generally free from interference in their 
book selection practices. On the other hand, 
it may mean that librarians do not care to 
report interference. Or, finally, it may mean 
that librarians are so cautious in policies of 
book selection that they avoid “incidents” be- 
fore they have a chance to occur. Whatever 
the meaning, the fact remains that the com- 
mittee has received very little indication of 
interference with the freedom to read in li- 
braries. 

It may be noted that since book selection 
policies are so closely tied up with the 
presence or absence of censorship and since 
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such policies are largely the responsibility of 
library boards, the committee might well col- 
laborate with the Trustees Division in de- 
veloping procedures for extending maximum 
freedom in book selection. The resumption 
of annual conferences by the A.L.A. might 
afford an opportunity for consultation and for 
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jointly working out methods for the maximum 
observation of the Library’s Bill of Rights. 
Members of the committee: Mrs. Emily 
Miller Danton, Frederic G. Melcher, Jens 
Nyholm, Ruth Rutzen, Mrs. Marian D. 

Tomlinson. 
Lron Carnovsky, Chairman 


Work Relief Projects 


The Committee on Work Relief Projects 
was appointed by the Council in October 
1944 to assemble and digest what librarians 
have learned from their ten years’ experience 
with W.P.A. A summary of their recom- 
mendations includes: 


1. That there shall be a national director of 
work relief projects for libraries, who shall be 
a trained librarian of vision and experience 

2. That all library projects be organized on 
a state-wide basis under a state director of 
library projects with library training and ex- 
perience, who works under the state director 
of all work relief projects 

3. That the state library agency shall be the 
official sponsor of every work relief project for 
libraries and shall be responsible for formulat- 
ing a state-wide library program which shall 
incorporate all existing plans approved by li- 
brary associations or planning boards 

4. That the national and state directors of 
library projects and their administrative assist- 
ants, not drawn from relief rolls, shall be as- 
sured the usual federal civil service allowances 
of sick leave, vacation, etc., to avoid excessive 
turnover in these supervisory positions 

5. That a campaign of information and educa- 
tion be launched by the A.L.A. among state 
library agencies as soon as the character of the 
federal program is indicated 


Trustees 


“Speaking for the Trustees,” a statement of 
present and postwar policy for trustees, writ- 
ten by Margaret Southwick, trustee of the 
Public Library, Gary, Ind., and adopted by 
the officers of the Trustees Division at their 
meeting, Oct. 13, 1944, was one of the chief 
accomplishments of the division this year. 
Copies were sent to state trustees’ associa- 
tions and to state and provincial library ex- 
tension agencies. It was reprinted in thirteen 
state library bulletins and numbers of copies 
have been sent out from A.L.A. Headquarters 
to district and state library meetings and to 
librarians for use with their trustees. 


6. That citizen groups be interested to under- 
stand and promote the library projects 

7. That library projects be organized for the 
avowed purpose of stimulating more complete 
and permanent library service as a regular pub- 
lic function and that bookmobile demonstrations, 
etc., be maintained on work relief for no longer 
than a year before seeking tax support by an 
election 

8. That a state personnel agency be estab- 
lished by the state director of library projects 
and the sponsor, with approved methods of 
selecting, assigning, training, and supervising 
workers so that they are untouched by political 
favoritism 

9. That the national work relief agency be 
endowed by Congress with sufficient stable 
authority to establish rules for selection of work- 
ers on relief, their hours, and types of employ- 
ment, to avoid constant changes in rules and 
rigid provisions which make it impossible to 
assign people to the most needed work or to 
what best suits their capacities. 


Members of the committee: Georgie G. 
McAfee, Martha Manier Parks, Benjamin 
Edward Powell, Catharine Miles Yerxa, Lee 


F,. Zimmerman. 


ALTHEA H. Warren, Chairman 


Divtsion 


Trustee support of the Library Develop- 
ment Fund and the A.L.A. Committee on 
Relations with Business Groups was endorsed 
by the Executive Committee. 

Marion Packard, former trustee of the 
Flushing, Mich., Public Library, made a gift 
of two thousand dollars to the Michigan 
Library Association for use in promoting the 
work with trustees in Michigan. 

Post-War Standards for Public Libraries 
was the basis for trustee articles this year. 
The articles were written from the point of 
view of trustee responsibility toward these 
standards. The following were published in 
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the 4.L.4. Bulletin during the year: “The 
Trustee, the Library, and the Public” by 
James M. Rosenthal, March 1945; “A 
Trustee’s View of Postwar Building” by 
H. A. Knowlson, April 1945; “The Good 
Trustee” by Margaret Culkin Banning, May 
1945. Five more articles based on these 
standards are on the publishing docket for 
the coming year. Reprints of “The Good 
Trustee” were made for distribution. “The 
committee appreciated the untiring help of 
Margaret Fulmer who has carried the ball 
and followed through on the correspondence 
which was surprisingly large for such a small 
job. We thank the editor of the Bulletin, 
Lucile Deaderick, for the consideration she 
has given trustees, and also Julia Wright 
Merrill for her advice and direction. We 
hope the trustee articles are of sufficient value 
to warrant space in the Bulletin. We invite 
suggestions’ and discussion,” reports Mrs. 
Samuel Mitchell, chairman of the Editorial 
Committee. 

The Nominating Committee, of which Mrs. 


Mary C. Knaus was chairman and Mrs. 
Frederic A. Besley and Mrs. Edith E. Burt 
were members, met at A.L.A. Headquarters 
on March 3 to draw up a slate of officers for 
the 1945-46 ballot. Ballots and biographical 
information about the candidates were mailed 
to the 446 members of the Trustees Division. 
A list of the new officers appeared on page 
277 of the September 4.L.A4. Bulletin. 

Three trips east during the year—a per- 
sonal business trip in September’ and two 
business trips in April and May—gave the 
chairman the opportunity to meet informally 
with trustees in Buffalo, Brooklyn, Detroit, 
New York City, Newark, Rochester, and 
Washington, D.C. Through the courtesy of 
William E. Marcus, trustee of the Free Pub- 
lic Library, Montclair, N.J., ground was 
broken and valuable contacts were made for 
A.L.A. 

The executive secretary of the Trustees 
Division was Mrs. Paul W. Cook. 


Anprew B. LEMKE, Chairman 


Jury on Citation of Trustees 


The annual selection of two library trus- 
tees for citations for distinguished service is 
based on nominations made by individual trus- 
tees, state trustee groups, state library associ- 
ations, or state library agencies. These 
names, accompanied by a record of achieve- 
ment, are reviewed by a jury of five: three 
trustees and two librarians appointed annually 
by the president of the A.L.A. 

Mrs. A. W. Errett, Jr., of Kewanee, IIL, 
and M. M. Harris, of San Antonio, Tex., 
were the two chosen for citations in 1945. 
Charles Whedbee, trustee of the North Caro- 
lina Library Commission, Hartford, who was 
chosen in 1942 but wished to defer receiving 
his citation until he could attend an A.L.A. 
conference, died in June 1945. His citation 
was sent to his son, Silas Whedbee, by Lau- 
rance J. Harwood, chairman of the jury in 
1942, 

In the effort to secure a large number of 
nominations, the jury wrote letters to all the 
trustee members of A.L.A., to the chairmen 
of state trustee associations, to the presidents 
of state library associations, and to state li- 
brary agencies, requesting them to submit 
Nominations. ‘The same request appeared in 


the 4.L.4. Bulletin, Library Journal, Wilson 
Library Bulletin, and several state library 
bulletins. 

After Mar. 1, 1945, no more nominations 
could be accepted. From the data submitted 
with each name proposed, each juror made 
his choices, and the citations of fifty words 
or less, framed by the jury, were sent to the 
engraver. On June 22, in the new home of 
A.L.A. at 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, the two 
trustees were introduced by the chairman of 
the jury and awarded the beautiful illumi- 
nated citations by the incoming President of 
A.L.A. 

All the correspondence (and it was very 
considerable), all the executive detail inci- 
dent to records, engraving, timing, and 
coordination were handled at A.L.A. Head- 
quarters under the supervision of Margaret 
Fulmer, public library specialist. All trus- 
tees are indebted to liberal A.L.A. policy for 
the dignity and the warmth with which the 
entire proceeding was invested. From the 
sound foundation laid by the first jury, of 
which Laurance J. Harwood was chairman, 
successful procedures have been worked out. 
An underlying purpose of this award is the 
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highlighting of superior service by some trus- 
tees, in order that the values which trustees 
may bring to the library will be more fully 
realized by all. 


: OCTOBER 15, 1945 


Members of the committee: B. F. Coen, 
Laurance J. Harwood, Mrs. Gretchen Knief 
Schenk, Hannah Severns. 

Mrs. Marian D. TomMtinson, Chairman 


Friends of Libraries 


New Friends of Libraries groups are being 
organized throughout the country with more 
enthusiasm than usual, according to reports 
received at A.L.A. Headquarters. They are 
promoting new library buildings and county 
libraries, raising money to buy more books, 
helping to secure increased appropriations and 
legislation for state-wide library service. It 
seems that librarians and trustees are making 
the same discovery Benjamin Franklin did 
when he organized the first subscription li- 


brary. Wrote Mr. Franklin: 


The objections and reluctances I met with in 
soliciting the subscriptions made me soon feel 
the impropriety of presenting one’s self as the 
proposer of any useful project... . I therefore 
put myself as much as I could out of sight and 
stated it as a scheme of a number of friends 
who had requested me to go about and propose 
it to such as they thought lovers of reading. In 
this way my affair went on more smoothly, and 
I ever afterward practised it on such occasions, 
and, from my frequent successes, can heartily 
recommend it. 


This year the activities of many Friends 
groups deserve mention, but only a few can 
be reported here due to the wartime paper 
shortage. 

The Friends of the Seattle Public Library 
sponsored a series of book reviews and dis- 
cussions of racial minorities and racial rela- 
tions, Feb. 8-Apr. 12, 1945. The reviews of 
Carey McWilliams’ books aroused lively 
discussion of the Japanese-American prob- 
lem. “This is a good example, I believe, of 
the part a Friends group can play in helping 
the library to handle the discussion of con- 
troversial subjects,” writes John S. Richards, 
librarian. 

Three thousand members of the Adams 
County Free Library Association, Gettysburg, 
Pa., stimulated by the Gettysburg College 
Library, of which John Howard Knicker- 
bocker is librarian, are working for a free 
county library. The campaign is front-page 
news for the Gettysburg Times. 

The Citizens Library Committee of Bran- 
don, Man., Canada, reported success in its 


campaign for a new public library for Bran- 
don. 

When $6000 was lacking, after a quiet 
solicitation from public-spirited citizens, to 
complete the total of $56,000 required for a 
new building to replace the ancient Sprague 
House Branch of the Providence Public Li- 
brary, the branch advisory committee or- 
ganized a neighborhood “doorbell-ringing” 
campaign and collected the sum desired. Each 
branch library in Providence has a similar 
advisory committee—a Friends of Libraries 
group. 

The Friends of Music Committee of the 
Denver Public Library purchased music books 
for the main library and its branches and, in 
four branches, sponsored music programs for 
children to increase appreciation and enjoy- 
ment of music. 

An auction of donated books and auto- 
graphed materials and displays to encourage 
memorial book collections were sponsored by 
the Friends of the Rosenberg Library, Gal- 
veston, Tex., during Book Week, 1945. 

Robert Frost spoke at a public meeting 
sponsored by the Friends of the Library of 
Duke University. 

The literary papers of George W. Cable, 
including a number of letters and the original 
manuscripts of most of Cable’s better-known 
works, were acquired by Friends of Howard- 
Tilton Memorial Library of Tulane Uni- 
versity. 

The Kentucky Citizens League, now 
Friends of Kentucky Libraries, has recently 
reorganized, setting up twenty regional groups 
to coincide with the new regional plan for the 
state. 

Washington Friends of the Library sup- 
ported the successful campaign for state aid. 

Members of the committee: John G. Bar- 
row, Alice Louise Brunat, Mrs. Gertrude 
Gilbert Drury, Mrs. Mary M. Gillham, 
Francis H. Henshaw, Clara B. Johnson, 
Frances Hamerton Kelly, Laura Elsa Loeber, 
Robert Alexander Miller, Mrs. Catharine 
Culver Mulberry, Helene H. Rogers, Eleanor 
Touhey. 

CLARENCE E. SHERMAN, Chairman 





Special Libraries and Services 
A.A.L.L. and A.L.A. 


(Joint Committee) 


For the past several years the Joint Com- 
mittee of the A.A.L.L. and the A.L.A. has 
been practically inoperative, mainly because 
of the fact that there were no conferences 
and its members were without personal con- 
tact. However, the committee does not 
recommend its discontinuance at this time 
because it feels that there is a function for 
it even in the absence of general meetings 
and because it is believed that with renewed 
conference activities after the war a com- 
mittee should be in existence to handle prob- 
lems which affect the two organizations. 

The committee recognizes the need for 
certain publications of interest to members of 
both the A.L.A. and the A.A.L.L. Foremost 
among them is a list of suggested law refer- 
ence material for public and other general 
libraries and of current legal publications 
which should be available in such libraries. 
A corresponding list, of limited scope, of 
general reference material for use in law 
libraries appeared in the May 1944 issue of 
the Law Library Journal, p. 61. Although 
the publication of such a list does not lie 
within the scope of the purposes for which 
the committee was established, the committee 
feels that it should call the desirability for 
such a publication to the attention of the 


Publishing Department of the A.L.A. 

As a basic condition for active cooperation 
between the A.L.A. and A.A.L.L., the com- 
mittee renews its recommendation that the 
annual conferences of the two associations 
be held at the same time and place and that 
programs be arranged without conflict in such 
a way that members of either organization 
can participate in meetings of the other which 
are of interest to them in their special field. 

To integrate the activities of the two as- 
sociations further, members of either organi- 
zation who are especially interested in some 
particular phase of the work of the other 
organization, should be encouraged to join 
it. Members of the A.A.L.L. should be 
appointed to any of the A.L.A. committees 
whose activity is of special consequence to 
that of members of the A.A.L:L., e.g., the 
A.L.A. Catalog Code Revision Committee, 
the Public Documents Committee, the Serials 
Committee; also the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee, the Importations Committee, and the 
International Relations Board. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., 
the chairman, Jean Ashman, Frederick C. 
Hicks; for A.A.L.L., Thomas §. Dabagh, 
Elizabeth Forgeus. 

WERNER B. Evirncer, Chairman 


Audio-Visual 


Films have been the foremost concern of 
the Audio-Visual Committee during the past 
year. Although there have also been signifi- 
cant developments in other audio-visual ma- 
terials, the problems and the opportunities for 
libraries in the use of 16mm. films have 
made that subject of first priority. 

In earlier statements the committee has 
indicated the responsibility and the oppor- 
tunity which it sees for public libraries and 
for other libraries in the wartime develop- 
ment of 16mm. nontheatrical films. At the 
local level it seems obvious that the library 
should either provide 16mm. films as it does 


books or should serve as the agent for its 
community members in locating, selecting, and 
bringing films into the community as needed. 

Rapid progress was made in use of films 
for information and for training during the 
war. If the country is to capitalize on that 
progress in its education programs, especially 
its work in adult education, methods must be 
worked out to make films readily available 
in every local community. Libraries are the 
nonprofit institutions in most communities 
best adapted by their functions and their 
methods to provide film service locally. A 
number of libraries already have active film 
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programs, and their experience demonstrates 
the appropriateness and the advantage of pro- 
viding educational film service through li- 
braries. However, many libraries do not yet 
realize their obligation and their opportunities 
in the development of film services. It is with 
the dissemination of information about film 
service from libraries and the promotion of 
the idea of libraries as film centers that the 
recent committee activities have been 
concerned. 

In October a meeting of the committee was 
held in Chicago presided over by the vice 
chairman. The chairman of the A.L.A. 
Adult Education Board attended, and it was 
agreed that the committee and the board 
should continue the practice of each having a 
representative of the other group at meetings 
because of many overlapping points of interest. 

The meeting recognized the urgent need for 
publication of a manual for libraries that wish 
to inaugurate film service and considered ways 
of procuring such a manuscript. 

A letter to A.L.A. Headquarters from a 
Navy lieutenant with extensive experience in 
the war uses of films expressed concern about 
the postwar distribution and use of educa- 
tional films. It pointed out the role which 
libraries should play in adult education film 
services. This letter from outside the library 
profession made clear the necessity for prompt 
action if libraries are to take responsibility 
for film service. The alternatives are film 
distribution through commercial agencies or 
through existing or new institutions less able 
to reach all age groups in the community than 
are libraries. The letter was carried in the 
March 1945 4.L.A. Bulletin as a stimulation 
to increased action. 

Information about existing film services 
from libraries is incomplete and not up to 
date. Since some means of sharing experience 
seems essential as a basis for establishment 
of new film service, the committee requested 
existing film libraries to describe their pro- 
grams and their methods. Summaries of their 
replies will be edited and made readily avail- 
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able in mimeographed or printed form. 

The committee has been in close touch with 
the professional organization in the field of 
educational films, the Educational Film Li- 
brary Association. Several conversations dur- 
ing the year stressed the common interests of 
the two organizations. A joint committee of 
the two associations to work on common 
problems was decided upon and will serve as 
a means to explore the possibility of further 
relationships. 

Libraries were represented on the National 
16mm. Film Committee of the Seventh War 
Loan. As a result, letters from that repre- 
sentative and the committee chairman were 
sent to many libraries requesting library par- 
ticipation in the local 16mm. programs for 
the war bond drive. The committee assisted 
in preparation of the bibliography “Building 
the Peace,” which appeared in the Mar. 15, 
1945, Booklist, by making the list of films in- 
cluded. 

During the year the committee was repre- 
sented at two meetings of the National 16mm. 
Advisory Committee to the O.W.I. Bureau of 
Motion Pictures in Washington, D.C. It 
was also represented at the Midwest Forum 
of Audio-Visual Aids in Chicago. 

The coming year should see extensive de- 
velopment of film services in libraries. It 
should see plans for new buildings commonly 
including rooms for previewing and audition- 
ing films and records, for housing and distrib- 
uting these materials, and for demonstrating 
their use. It should see the growth of film 
guidance comparable to and closely related to 
existing readers’ advisory services. The ex- 
tent of development may depend in large 
measure on the leadership and promotion of 
film and recordings service in libraries. Such 
leadership will require funds and full-time 
personnel. No other committee objective is 
as important as is the need for funds to make 
possible an immediate film advisory service 
and field service from A.L.A. Headquarters. 

Mary U. RotHrock, Chairman 
Mivprep L. BATCHELDER, Secretary 


Division of Hospital Libraries 


in the By-Laws, Article VI, Section 1b. This 
division replaced the former Hospital Li- 
braries Round Table which formed the nu- 
cleus of the new division. 


The Division of Hospital Libraries was es- 
tablished by vote of the A.L.A. Council in 
October and December 1944, following peti- 
tions from 309 A.L.A. members as required 





SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND SERVICES 


The purpose of the division is to promote 
the establishment of libraries for patients and 
personnel in hospitals, to further their better 
organization and administration, to interest 
public libraries and other agencies in extend- 
ing library service to hospitals, and to advance 
professional training for hospital library serv- 
ice. 

Membership in the division is open to any 
member of the A.L.A. who is interested in 
hospital libraries and indicates the division 
when paying A.L.A. dues. The division re- 
ceives 20 per cent of the dues paid to the 
A.L.A. by each member (other than a class A 
member) who specifies this division at the 
time of paying his dues. 

The “Objectives and Standards for Hos- 
pital Libraries and Librarians” presented by 
the round table at the October Council 
meeting were approved by the Council. 
Mimeographed copies of these standards are 
available. Favorable comments on them have 
been received from several sources. 

Perhaps partly as a result of the increasing 
demand for hospital libraries and partly be- 
cause of the recommendations of the Special 
Joint Committee on Hospital Library Service 
a year ago, a course in hospital libraries was 
offered this summer by Columbia University. 
The University of Minnesota and Western 
Reserve University have previously had such 
courses. 

Some difficulty has been found in securing 
editors and reviewers for the Hospital Book 
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Guide. Gertrude M. Edwards has acted as 
editor pro tem during most of the year, de- 
voting much time and effort to putting out the 
Guide which is becoming increasingly useful 
to hospital librarians everywhere. The offi- 
cers are working on a _ newsletter which 
should be ready for distribution this fall. In 
it will -be information about activities of the 
past year and plans for the future. 

A committee, of which Margaret L. Wal- 
lace, of the Public Library, Gary, Ind., is 
chairman, has been appointed to draw up a 
constitution and by-laws for the division. It 
is hoped that this committee’s report will be 
ready soon and that it can be presented to the 
division membership by mail this fall. When 
the division’s constitution and by-laws have 
been accepted, it is expected that a nominat- 
ing committee will be appointed and other 
steps will be taken to make this division a 
fully functioning one. 

Pending an organization meeting, the offi- . 
cers of the Hospital Libraries Round Table 
are serving. Gertrude M. Edwards, the chair- 
man at the time of the change to a division, 
has resigned. ‘The former vice chairman, 
Bertha K. Wilson, U.S. Veterans Adminis- 
tration Facility Library, Downey, IIl., is act- 
ing chairman. No vice chairman has been 
appointed. Mrs. Glyde B. Nielsen, Min- 
neapolis Public Library, is secretary-treas- 
urer. 


BertHa K. Witson, Acting Chairman 


Division of Public Libraries 


This has been an organization period for 
the Division of Public Libraries. 

It was formally established Oct. 13, 1944, 
by a second vote of the Council (the first vote 
having been taken by mail) based on petitions 
signed by some 1200 A.L.A. members and on 
approval by them of a tentative constitution. 

A working organization was set up Oct. 15, 
1944, at a meeting at the Drake Hotel, Chi- 
cago, called by Carl Vitz and including mem- 
bers of the first board of directors (namely, 
the chairmen of the constituent groups) and 
some petition signers who had been in attend- 
ance at Council meetings. Provisional officers 
were elected to serve until the first annual 
meeting, and other first steps were taken. 

Seven of the present sections were formerly 


round tables and had indicated their wish to 
be part of the new division: Adult Education, 
Branch Librarians, Business and Technology, 
Lending, Librarians of Large Public Libraries, 
Order and Book Selection, and Small Li- 
braries. An eighth section, for service li- 
brarians, was set up to meet a recognized 
need. This may or may not be the ultimate 
pattern, however. A Committee to Draw up 
a Chart of Organization, Define Groups 
and Interests, under Richard B. Sea- 
lock’s chairmanship, has studied the problems 
involved and made recommendations to the 
board of directors. The matter calls for 
careful consideration by the board and the 
whole division. 

A draft of a new constitution is the work 
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of a Committee on Constitution and By-Laws, 
headed first by Carl Vitz and, later, by 
Richard B. Sealock. The directors con- 
sidered and approved the draft by a mail 
vote. The next step is to send it to the mem- 
bership, looking to adoption at an annual 
meeting. 

A Publications Committee, headed by R. 
Russell Munn, is considering needed publica- 
tions, in cooperation with the A.L.A. Editorial 
Committee. 

Nominations for representatives to the 
A.L.A. Council have been made by a Nominat- 
ing Committee headed by Ruth E. Hammond, 
and a mail vote is to be taken in the early 
fall. Election of directors and officers must, 
under the present constitution, wait for an 
annual meeting held in connection with an 
annual conference of the A.L.A. 

The membership of the division is 1295 as 
of August 1945. Obviously, this is only a 
beginning, for the potential membership is 
much larger. Lack of meetings has, of course, 
been a handicap. Establishment of the divi- 
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sion was announced through the 4.L.4. Bulle- 
tin and, following releases sent to the state 
library agencies, by many state bulletins. 
The 4.L.A. Bulletin for September 1945 car- 
ried an article by the president of the division, 

Lack of A.L.A. conferences has been an 
obvious handicap. The president and execu- 
tive secretary have been able to have several 
conferences, and the treasurer has participated 
in some of them. The organization committee 
met, as well as the near-by members of the 
Constitution and By-Laws Committee. 
Meetings of the board of directors and of the 
division are needed for group discussion. 

The officers believe that the division and its 
sections have important functions to perform 
within the structure of the A.L.A. With 
first organization completed, the division is 
ready to move forward. 

The president of the division is Amy Wins- 
low. For other officers, see the 4.L.4. Hand- 
book, p. H-47-48. 

Juuia WricHTt Merritt, 
Executive Secretary 


Film Forums 


(Joint Committee) 


The final report on the committee’s Library 
Film Forums Project, prepared by Alice I. 
Bryan, assistant professor, School of Library 
Service, Columbia University, was issued in 
November 1944. Copies of the forty-one- 
page publication, which included an introduc- 
tion by Miriam D. Tompkins, chairman of 
the committee, 1941-43, were distributed to 
all participants in the project, and the re- 
mainder of the edition-placed on sale at 
A.L.A. Headquarters. 

Last spring the committee joined with the 
Institute of Adult Education, Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University, and the Motion 
Picture Bureau of the National Council of 
the Young Men’s Christian Associations in 
sponsoring a film forum workshop in New 
York City. The workshop was attended by 
forty representatives of organizations in the 
New York area interested in the technique 
of using films in connection with discussion 
programs in libraries, Y’s, men’s and women’s 
clubs, motion picture councils, etc. Three 
timely documentary films—‘Postwar Jobs,” 
“Peacebuilders,” and “Our Enemy the Japan- 
ese”—were shown, and the group discussed 
methods of using them in connection with 


adult film programs. Copies of special dis- 
cussion guides prepared for use with each of 
the above films by the Y.M.C.A. Motion 
Picture Bureau and the Institute of Adult 
Education were distributed and analyzed. 

In the fall the committee plans to sponsor 
a series of film preview meetings at which 
films that promise to be useful in promoting 
discussion will be subjected to group evalua- 
tion. The editor of the Film Index has 
offered to note committee recommendations 
in that publication. 

The committee is at present exploring the 
possibility of developing a quarterly periodi- 
cal devoted to descriptions of current “dis- 
cussable” films and to film forum activities 
in various parts of the country. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., 
the chairman and Miriam D. Tompkins; 
for A.A.A.E., Morse A. Cartwright and 
Dorothy Rowden; for A.A.A.P., Alice I. 
Bryan and Paul Lazarsfeld; for A.F.C., Etta 
Schneider Ress and Donald Slesinger; mem- 
bers at large, Mrs. Patricia O. Blair, Wil- 
liam Tegg Cheswell, Marie D. Loizeaux, 
Miriam Putnam, Mary U. Rothrock. 

Gten Burcu, Chairman 





SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND SERVICES 


Institution Libraries 


Two issues of the Prison Library News- 
letter, which appeared in May under the 
new title of Institution Libraries Newsletter, 
were published during the year. The change 
in name was made with a view toward pro- 
viding an interchange of ideas within a wider 
range of correctional institutions. A steadily 
increasing number of questions and sugges- 
tions being received by committee members 
indicates a satisfying growth of interest in 
the development of institutional libraries. It 
is the intention of the committee to devote 
the next issue “principally to materials in 
print which are of practical assistance to 
those responsible for the administration of 
institutional libraries.” 

It is gratifying to report the appointment 


of Anna Lila Howard as supervisor of insti- 
tution libraries in Kentucky, in December 
1944. She is the fourth full-time supervisory 
librarian in institutional work. 

A “List of Books in Large Type,” prepared 
by Mary J. Heenan, librarian at the State 
Braille and Sight Saving School, Faribault, 
Minn., and sponsored by this committee, is 
to be published by the American Library 
Association. 

It is hoped that a library committee will 
soon be formed as a section of the National 
Association of Training Schools. 

Members of the committee: Raymond Em- 
bree, (Miss) Perrie Jones, Lena B. Nofcier, 
Herman K. Spector, Julia C. Stockett. 

AUNE E. Martin, Chairman 


Nursing School Library 


Although this year the Committee on the 
Nursing School Library has not held com- 
mittee meetings as such, informal group meet- 
ings representing the committee as a whole 
have been held. On Feb. 16, 1945, Miss 
Mayo, Mrs. Munson, and the chairman met 
to discuss topics for articles on nursing school 
libraries for possible publication in future 
issues of the American Journal of Nursing. 
On Mar. 21, 1945, Miss Mayo and Mrs. 
Munson met with Mrs. Rudolph and Miss 
Casamajor, representatives of the A.L.A., 
and with the chairman for further discussion 
of these articles and of material for insti- 
tutes on the nursing school library. 

Several times during the year each mem- 
ber of the committee was informed by letter 
of the committee’s plans and was appealed 
to for suggestions for articles and for names 
of possible writers. It is hoped that some 
of the articles published in the 4.J.N. may 
serve as a basis for a library manual. 


If the league board approves, the sugges- 
tions, when developed, for institutes or meet- 
ings on the nursing school library will be 
sent to state leagues for use, if desired, in 
their planned programs for the year. 

A request was made to the A.L.A. which 
is at the present time revising the Dewey 
Decimal Classification and Relative Index, 
to give consideration to the revision of the 
sections under which the majority of books 
dealing with nursing should be placed, and 
a response has indicated that such considera- 
tion will be given. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., 
Mary Casamajor, Elizabeth Hargan, Con- 
stance M. Hoover, Mrs. Ellen Knebel Ru- 
dolph; for N.L. of N.E., the chairman, Anna 
T. Beckwith, Lura B. Eldredge, M. Evelyn 
Mercer, Julia Miller, Mrs. Helen W. 
Munson. 


HeEten G. ScHWarRzZ, Chairman 


Relations with Business Groups 


The Committee on Relations with Busi- 
ness Groups was appointed following a reso- 
lution passed at the Council meeting in 
October 1944. This resolution moved that: 


Recognizing its part in the effort toward eco- 
nomic security in the postwar world, the Ameri- 
can Library Association take positive action to 


meet this obligation; that a committee be ap- 
pointed to focus attention on the ways in which 
existing committees, boards, chapters, and di- 
visions may cooperate toward this end, and to 
work with the Committee for Economic De- 
velopment and other groups; that the library’s 
part in the attainment of economic security be 
made the theme ofa public relations program; 
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that through the Association’s publications, 
through regional meetings, forums, exhibits, that 
phase of community service be clearly presented 
until in our own minds and in the minds 
of every citizen there is complete understand- 
ing of the library’s relations to the economic 
life of the country. 


Aided by active correspondence and a meet- 
ing in June 1945, the committee has begun 
work along the lines laid down by the reso- 
lution. Under the first point—cooperating 
with existing Association boards, committees, 
etc.—the committee has initiated action’ as 
follows: 

Board of Education for Librarianship: The 
secretary of the board met with the committee 
while it considered ways in which preparation 
for public library service to business could be 
emphasized and become a stronger integral 
part of the library school curriculum. Plans 
were developed for a special study along 
these lines by the committee.- 

Public Relations Committee: At the invi- 
tation of the committee, the chief of the 
A.L.A. Public Relations Office attended a 
meeting held jointly with the C.E.D. Com- 
mittee on Library Service, participating in 
discussion of ways in which library service to 
business could be emphasized through dif- 
ferent channels. 

Editorial Committee and Publishing De- 
partment: Through cooperation with the 
Booklist, the committee is putting its ex- 
perience in the selection of business literature 
at the service of Booklist readers. Rose L. 
Vormelker, of the committee, is preparing, for 
Booklist publication, lists of the more im- 
portant current business books and of the 
useful inexpensive business pamphlets and as- 
sociation publications. 

Adult Education Board: At the request of 
the Executive Secretary, a note on the cur- 
rent and possible developments in adult edu- 
cation in relation to business activities, 
considered by committee members, was pre- 
pared in response to a Headquarters letter 
from Secretary Henry A. Wallace. 

Division of Public Libraries: The executive 
secretary of the division attended a joint 
meeting of the A.L.A. and the C.E.D. Com- 
mittee on Library Service and has advised 
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on developments in business service to small 
libraries. 

Business and Technology Round Table: 
Since the chairman of this round table is a 
member of the committee, the opportunity 
for beneficial cooperation is certain, though 
definite plans have not been laid. 

Under the second point in the resolution 
—‘To work with the Committee for Eco- 
nomic Development and other groups”—some 
exploration of the opportunities for coopera- 
tion with the American Marketing Society, 
the United States Chamber of Commerce, 
the American Association of Trade Execu- 
tives, and other associations is under way. As 
the Committee for Economic Development 
has a Committee on Library Service, cooper- 
ation with that group has been greatly fa- 
cilitated. This C.E.D. Library Service 
Committee, appointed several months prior to 
the A.L.A. committee, has been carrying on 
extensive work with libraries, since C.E.D. 
believes that adequate library service is an 
essential in stimulating postwar planning for 
economic progress. C.E.D., through its grass 
root development, is in a position to cooperate 
with libraries on the local, regional, and na- 
tional level. It has the machinery to facilitate 
nationwide distribution of publications and to 
aid in library public relations. 

The chief current cooperation is the regular 
publication in C.E.D. News, with its circula- 
tion to sixty thousand businessmen, of stories 
emphasizing the need for business use of 
libraries. Copy for a folder highlighting 
library use by business has been approved 
and is intended for widespread distribution by 
C.E.D. Other plans for cooperation are un- 
der way. 

The committee realizes both the pressing 
nature and the magnitude of its assignment 
in the face of tremendous reconversion prob- 
lems. It welcomes the opportunity for posi- 
tive action and is warmly appreciative of the 
cooperation and support it has received. 

Members of the committee: R. E. Dooley, 
Milton A. Drescher, Harold Louis Hamill, 
Charles M. Mohrhardt, Mrs. Irene M. 
Strieby, Helen E. Vogleson, Rose L. Vor- 
melker. 

Marian C. MAN -eEy, Chairman 


Work with the Blind 


Libraries for the blind are operating under 
both personnel and housing difficulties. 


Some ~ 


of our libraries have had to close temporarily. 
Hence, our committee members have not been 
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able to be as active as they would like to be. 

The present committee has been working 
on an outline for a manual on library work 
with the blind. The outline has been com- 
pleted, and the committee is working on the 
manuscript which, it is hoped, will be com- 
pleted and ready for the Editorial Committee 
sometime in October. The purposes of the 
manual are to set standards, to discuss the 
work, and to help those who enter the field 
unprepared for it. 

This committee is also giving thought and 


Work with the 


The committee believes that intercultural 
recognition and exchange in the United States 
is now the most vital and needed element in 
our work. We seek to develop this, through 
libraries, among all cultural groups. We be- 
lieve this emphasis is one that would be es- 
pecially acceptable to the foreign born 
themselves. 

It is possible that later on the committee 
will request permission to change its name to 
“Committee on Intercultural Relations in the 
United States.” 

Numerous requests for counsel have come 
from individual libraries. 

The A.L.A. has asked the committee to in- 
vestigate the number and location of migrant 
Mexican laborers in the United States, the 
degree to which reading appeals to them, 
the range of their reading ability, and a 
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effort to improving the selection of books 
embossed in braille for children. 

In July the Library of Congress appointed 
Joseph P. Blickensderfer, director of Books 
for the Adult Blind, to replace Edgar F.: 
Rogers, acting director. 

Members of the committee: Mrs. Alison 
B. Alessios, Julia F. Carter, Mrs. Sadie 
Peterson Delaney, Mrs. Grace Dudley Lacey, 
Mrs. Annie Watters McPheeters. 


Mary J. Heenan, Chairman 


Foreign Born 


recommendation on what, if anything, should 
be attempted by the A.L.A. in trying to find 
ways and means of serving them. In carrying 
out this assignment, the committee has been 
in touch with federal officials, representatives 
of railroads in the United States, the Mexican 
government, librarians, and educators in re- 
lated fields. The committee has reported to 
the A.L.A. on the number and location of 
migrant Mexican laborers in the United 
States, their reading ability and type of ma- 
terial needed, library service, and specific 
ways in which further study and action is 
needed. 

Members of the committee: Enid McPher- 
son Boli, Beulah Ann Chapman, Eda M. Lof- 
gren, Augusta Markowitz, Mrs. Gretchen 
Knief Schenk, Eleanor M. Wade, Edith Wirt. 

EpNA PHILLIPS, Chairman 


A.L.A. Organization and Services 


Department of Membership Organization and Information 


The writing of this report is coincident 
with the ending of the war. It would be sur- 
prising indeed if the stresses and strains of 
forty-five months of world war had left no 
mark on the Association’s membership. Only 
one annual conference has been held since 
the United States entered the war—the Mil- 
waukee meeting in 1942. The Council has 
conducted much of its action by mail. The 
membership has foregone the opportunities 
which such meetings provide for personal con- 
tact and professional stimulation and has had 


to devise other means to promote library 
progress and maintain professional develop- 
ment and interest. 


Membership and Promotion Work 


In December 1941, when hostilities actually 
began for the United States, the total paid 
membership was 16,136. Since that time the 
Association has enrolled 7502 new members. 
In the same period 8289 memberships lapsed 
for nonpayment of dues. Dues were waived 
for members in the armed forces. During 
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these war years membership dues have totaled 
more than $275,000, ranging from $65,000 to 
$74,500 annually. These figures seem to 
demonstrate the stability and equilibrium of 
the Association’s membership. 

On Aug. 31, 1945, the paid membership 
was 14,118. A year ago it was 14,040. There 
have been 2007 new members added during 
the committee year just ended, 1606 of these 
during 1945. Unpaid members at the end of 
April 1945 numbered 3849. On August 31 
this figure was 2204. Further reductions are 
expected before the end of 1945. 

Every state, the District of Columbia, 
Hawaii, six Canadian provinces, and fifteen 
foreign countries contributed to the new en- 
rolment. Several areas made fine gains on a 
percentage basis compared to the number of 
members listed in the 1944 4.L.4. Handbook, 
page H-379. Saskatchewan has no close 
competition for highest honors, with a gain 
of 125 per cent in new membership and no 
delinquents. Ten other areas with highest 
percentage of new enrolments are: 


Per Cent 


Colorado 31 
South Carolina 31 
West Virginia 30 
Tennessee 29 
Hawaii 29 


Per Cent 
New Mexico 28 
Arkansas 27 
Ontario 25 
Nevada 25 
Idaho 24 


Six areas with the highest number of new 
members are: 
New York 246 


Illinois 113 
Ohio 112 


Massachusetts 98 
California 90 
Pennsylvania 86 


Unfortunately unpaid members exceeded new 
enrolments in thirty-seven states, the District 
of Columbia, Hawaii, and five Canadian 
provinces, producing a net loss. Highest net 
gains were scored in Colorado, Louisiana, 
Ontario, and Saskatchewan. 

Annual comparisons of membership by 
separate states and provinces do not often 
reveal significant trends. A recent compari- 
son by large regions of today’s figures and 
those of 1933 shows that, while some growth 
has been sustained in all regions, the areas 
covered by the Southeastern and Southwestern 
Library Associations have doubled in A.L.A. 
membership since 1933. 

Halsey W. Wilson was elected to honorary 
membership during the year. Two new life 
members were enrolled, and continuing mem- 
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bership without dues after twenty-five years 
continuous membership was granted by 
Executive Board action to ten retired li- 
brarians. 

The 4.L.4. Bulletin has been used to de- 
velop membership interest and to obtain mem- 
bership opinion. A membership message from 
President Vitz appeared in the January issue. 
In February and March ten members dis- 
cussed the article “What If There Were No 
A.L.A.?” by Aubry Lee Graham. Display 
pages on the inside back covers of the Bulletin 
were designed to develop divisional member- 
ship and the special interests of catalogers 
and classifiers; school, children’s, and young 
people’s librarians; and college and university 
librarians. 

A new promotion leaflet “A.L.A. At Your 
Service” has just been issued and is ready for 
use this autumn. 


Dues 


Collections of membership dues for the 
fiscal year amounted to $74,914.73, including 
$9348 in special memberships. The amount 
expected and budgeted was $74,000. 

Allotments to divisions to August 31 were 
$6320.77, distributed as follows: 


Association of College and Reference 
Libraries 

Division of Cataloging and Classifi- 
cation 

Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People 

Library Extension Division 

Trustees Division 

Division of Public Libraries 

Division of Hospital Libraries ........ 


Special Membership 


The growth of industrial foundations and 
the encouragement to private philanthropy of 
the corporation tax laws may indicate a future 
trend in support for nonprofit service organi- 
zations such as the A.L.A. The trend may or 
may not encourage special memberships. In- 
dividuals and corporations, heretofore poten- 
tial special members, may prefer to direct 
their philanthropic contributions along certain 
well-defined channels, if they are to assume 
appreciable proportions. 

Donors should be enabled, therefore, to 
make contributions to the general purposes 
of the Association, which are extensive enough 
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to be worth a place in corporate or individual 
planning to reduce taxable assets. It has been 
suggested that the scale of special member- 
ships could be extended to good advantage, 
retaining the $25 and $100 memberships now 
in effect, but establishing a new type of sup- 
porting membership at $1000 and a group of 
“patrons” contributing $5000 annually. ‘The 
ALL.A. staff is exploring possibilities of new 
sources of revenue for the Association. 

Other developments within the Association 
itself may affect special membership—the Li- 
brary Development Fund and the Washing- 
ton program. One state library association 
which held a sustaining membership trans- 
ferred three-fourths of its special membership 
dues to its Library Development Fund con- 
tribution, reducing its membership to the 
contributing type. Indication that the A.L.A. 
will, at the end of four years, endeavor to 
support the Washington program from its 
regular funds, may influence library groups 
to contribute more substantially to A.L.A. 
when the Library Development Fund has 
been exhausted. Probable benefits to pub- 
lishers, as the Washington program develops, 
might result in stronger support from this 
group. 

For the current year, total receipts were 
$9348, exceeding by $1348 the estimate in 
the 1944-45 budget. Eight new sustaining 
and twenty-two new contributing members 
offset one resignation and two lapsed mem- 
berships. The Association welcomed as new 
members three industrial corporations, six 
national magazines, nine publishing or book 
manufacturing firms, four library associations, 
one foundation, one national service group, 
two library trustees, and four other indi- 
viduals interested in the welfare and exten- 
sion of libraries. In all, the Association now 
has 45 sustaining and 157 contributing paid 
members. 

The fact that it has been possible to main- 
tain interest and to secure new members this 
past year speaks well for the prestige of the 
Association. It indicates that in competition 
with bond drives and other important appeals, 
people are ready even in wartime to con- 
tribute to the library cause. 


Divisions and Chapters 


Two new divisions were established by 
Council covering public and hospital libraries. 
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Chapter status was granted by Council to 
Arkansas, Ontario, South Carolina, Vermont, 
Western New York, and Nassau County 
(N.Y.) library associations, California School 
Library Association, and Illinois‘ Association 


of High School Librarians. 


Membership Committee 


At the close of another year for the Mem- 
bership Committee the old refrain is still 
with us—‘“We can get them but we can’t 
keep them.” It is similar to walking up a 
muddy hill, taking one step forward and 
slipping back two. Our new members for the 
year 1944-45 totaled only 92 per cent of our 
losses in membership. The total for the As- 
sociation is approximately the same as a year 
ago. 

In spite of curtailed secretarial help and 
of more work in their own jobs, it is the 
belief of the chairman that the members of 
the committee did a fine piece of work in re- 
cruiting new members and in renewals. It is 
the opinion of the committee that libraries did 
not make a commensurate effort in cooperat- 
ing to hold the membership of the Association. 
There is an obvious lack of individual and 
institutional professional enthusiasm in any 
organization which loses about the same num- 
ber that it gains in membership in one year. 

All of the usual channels of operation were 
pursued, with a new one which the committee 
hoped would bring new members and be a 
powerful factor in holding old ones through 
interest in their divisions. The division heads 
were invited to cooperate through their mem- 
bership chairmen. Three divisions were with- 
out such chairmen, two were too young to 
attempt such a plan as yet, and the remaining 
two agreed to do something if a plan could 
be worked out. With full realization of the 
immensity of the undertaking on any level, the 
chairman presented a plan for 1945-46 where- 
by the A.L.A. Membership Committee will 
work through its state, city, and area repre- 
sentatives, while the divisions will work 
through their section chairmen in the state 
and regional association. Cooperation be- 
tween the two in each geographical area might 
help to keep the importance of professional 
association membership before librarians and 
their institutions over the country. The help 
of administrative librarians is earnestly 
sought, 
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We are grateful to the 1944-45 committee 
members, whose names are listed on the in- 
side back cover of this issue of the 4.L./. 
Bulletin, for the fine work, untiring effort, 
and consistent interest they displayed toward 
the responsibility that was theirs. 


Membership Staff 


In any but a war period the difficulties un- 
der which the membership office has operated 
these past months would have been intoler- 
able. Technical work on records of this kind 
demands competence and accuracy obtained 
only through training and experience. It has 
been utterly impossible to recruit and main- 
tain in Chicago a staff with these require- 
ments. The volume of record work and 
correspondence has been about normal. The 
people who have valiantly tried to handle the 
work have been 95 per cent inexperienced and 
30 per cent understaffed. We regret that 
facilities for normal service have not been 
available. 


Looking Ahead 


With renewed hope we look forward to 
peace and the opportunities to build a more 
vigorous and effective Association. We hope 
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soon to welcome back to active Association 
work the hundreds of members who have 
served in the armed forces and as civilians in 
war jobs at home and overseas. 

There has been much comment in the air 
and in print these past months on how the 
members regard the A.L.A. Some comments 
reveal that not enough members have troubled 
to make a study of what their Association 
does, how it operates, or the services it is 
capable of supplying. If the current discus- 
sions lead to an informed and constructive 
program, they will have served a useful pur- 
pose. 

One acute need of the A.L.A. now is for 
its members to speak up enthusiastically and 
honestly for its positive and constructive ac- 
complishments, while striving for needed im- 
provements. Members can thus bolster the 
opinion of others in the Association’s value 
and influence. Let us all as responsible mem- 
bers bear in mind that solutions to many of 
the Association’s problems require more abil- 
ity than the detection of their existence. 

Evia V. ALpricH, Chairman 

A.L.A. Membership Committee 

Cora M. Beatty, Chief 

Department of Membership Organization 

and Information 


Public Relations 


The librarian look is more than meets the 


A few weeks ago we received a letter from 
a national news weekly, asking us to settle 
an argument between its old-fashioned movie 
critic who had referred to the “librarian 
look” and protesting readers, presumably li- 
brarians. Is there a librarian look and if so, 
what is it? There is less general agreement 
about the librarian look today than there was 
a generation ago. To document this state- 
ment, we submit the advertisement for a 
certain pre-shrunk fabric which appeared 
nationally during the week of June 17. The 
manufacturer’s press agent pointed a finger 
of shame at the librarian who, extremely 
prepossessing in all other respects, knew not 
the advantages of his product. Sartorially 
imperfect though she might be, she was, how- 
ever, human and alert. Although we still 
have with us too many examples of the stock 
attitude toward librarians, there are evi- 
dences that the public’s conception of us is 
gradually changing. 


eye. People think in terms of what they see, 
or think they see. A recent poll of public 
opinion indicates that most people think public 
libraries are an asset to the community but 
not of much value to them personally. This 
attitude will change only when library services 
are related to the personal needs of individ- 
uals and when the popular mind translates the 
librarian look in terms of approachability, 
helpfulness, and authority. 

Public relations for A.L.A. and for libra- 
ries have, then, two objectives—to interpret 
library services so that the average man sees 
their importance to him personally and to 
create a favorable conception of the librarian 
look. In the last analysis, a major part of 
the Association’s activities serve these objec- 
tives. When a librarian is appointed con- 
sultant to the San Francisco conference, he 
accepts because of other reasons, for which 
we refer you to the Executive Secretary’s 
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report. But the prestige of librarianship is 
thereby enhanced. The librarian look is a little 
more authoritative than it was before. 

It has always been A.L.A.’s policy to stress 
indirect public relations. Much of the sup- 
port which libraries receive from national 
organizations or from other sources comes 
as a by-product of service rendered. For 
example, A.L.A. standards are formulated 
for the improvement of libraries, not for 
publicity purposes. Only incidentally have 
newspaper editorials used the standard of 
minimum support for public libraries to in- 
fluence parsimonious city budget-makers. 

But A.L.A. members want the librarian 
look to undergo a quick job of face lifting. 
Indirect public relations may be more worth 
while in the long run, but publicity and ac- 
tivities undertaken simply for their effect on 
public opinion are more easily measurable and 
bring quicker results. Therefore, with the 
help of the Library Development Fund, we 
may look forward to some expansion of the 
program of the Public Relations Office in the 
year ahead, depending on the money made 
available and the development of plans for 
the Washington office. 


Communications from members indicate 


two types of expansion which are particularly 
desired—more articles about libraries and li- 
brarianship in general magazines .nd more 


help in developing local publicity. Requests 
for radio script or transcription services and 
library posters are constant. There are al- 
ways waiting lists for “how-to-do-it” loan 
materials. Increased funds will perhaps make 
it possible to increase direct services, to keep 
in closer contact with actual needs through 
field trips, to engage professional help in writ- 
ing and placing magazine publicity. It is 
understood, of course, that the Library De- 
velopment Fund will not finance any activities 
which might otherwise have been cared for 
by the regular A.L.A. budget. 

During the past year the A.L.A. has been 
associated with the publication of library 
articles of feature length in Victory, O.W.I.’s 
overseas magazine, the Independent Woman, 
Recreation, Survey Midmonthly, Occupations, 
Rotarian, Christian Science Monitor Maga- 
zine, Exchangite, English Journal, Texas 
Outlook, High School Journal, School Ex- 
ecutive, and This Week. Progressive Farmer 
and American City have printed editorials 
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or news notes of shorter length but of value 
because of the audiences reached. The fash- 
ion photographs posed with the Hunterdon 
County, N.J., bookmobile, which appeared in 
Harper’s Bazaar, advertise the library exten- 
sion idea. Other printed publicity includes a 
complete issue of the National Recreation 
Association’s Bulletin Service devoted to li- 
brary war memorials; the usual annual arti- 
cles on library progress in all the major 
American yearbooks; articles on libraries and 
librarianship in two forthcoming encyclope- 
dias. In some cases, proposals for magazine 
articles resulted in inclusion of libraries in 
general articles on the topic proposed. 

The Christian Science Monitor and the 
New York Times have again shown their 
interest in libraries by publishing a notable 
amount of national library news. We would 
like to call particular attention to the edi- 
torial “Rural Libraries” in the © Times 
(March 15) which has been widely reprinted; 
and to two feature articles in the Monitor, 
“Rural Libraries Vie for Surplus Goods” 
(Feb. 16) and “U. S. Library Venture Pays 
Dividends in Nicaragua” (July 11). One of 
the last editorials of the late Kenneth Kauf- 
man was “A Sorry Tale of Library Poverty” 
which appeared in the Oklahoma City 
Oklahoman for Dec. 10, 1944. ‘This was one 
of several editorials and newspaper features 
which resulted from the preparation of a kit 
of information for editorial use which was 
sent to editors of all newspapers, syndicates, 
and magazines. “A Sorry Tale .. .” was 
reprinted in the Bulletin and over three thou- 
sand reprints were distributed to persons 
whose interest in libraries is desirable. 

When interpretations of library service 
appear in print, their influence is often ex- 
tended through reprints. Bonaro Overstreet’s 
blank verse, “A Librarian in a Southern Ohio 
Town,” reprinted from PM, went to more 
than a thousand people. A popularized re- 
port of A.L.A. activities was written, de- 
signed, and published by the Public Relations 
Office for distribution as a mailing piece. 
Some other publications so used were the 
statement of A.L.A.’s adult education policy; 
“Small Town Library,” reprinted from Vic- 
tory as an illustrated leaflet; “Librarians, 
Scholars, and the War,” reprinted from the 
Annals of the American Academy of Political 
and Social Science. 
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The average number of newspaper releases 
issued this year was a little more than two a 
month, exclusive of specials to certain papers 
and to the library press. Press releases are 
sent normally to a mailing list of about 450, 
which includes syndicates. Inches of news- 
paper space secured mean little, especially 
when clipping services are incomplete. But 
_ assuming that fifty to a hundred clippings is 
satisfactory coverage, the following topics did 
pretty well in the public press: plans to gather 
research books for Europe’s libraries, Carl 
White’s proposed trip to China, Los Angeles 
library patron reads to maid, surplus prop- 
erty proposal, national reading trends, the 
announcements of Freedom of the Press Week 
and of the fifty best books of 1944, statements 
on the need for universal library coverage 
and on prospects for postwar adult education, 
and a survey of what children like to read. 

It has not been possible to send news of 
purely professional interest to the library 
press as conscientiously as we should like. 
State and national library journals have been 
cooperative in using A.L.A. news. The Asso- 
ciation is very appreciative of the support 
given the Library Development Fund, par- 


ticularly of the splendid supporting articles 
in the Library Journal and the Wilson Li- 


brary Bulletin. Frequent newsletters on the 
fund were sent to the library press between 
January and June. This practice should be 
continued, especially after the Washington 
program is launched. 

The Library Development Fund was a 
major interest of the Public Relations Office 
during the year even if it did not take a 
major share of the time of the public relations 
staff. Advance conferences with editors of 
national library magazines, staff and com- 
mittee meetings, correspondence, and the 
preparation of memoranda form a small con- 
tribution in comparison to the fund’s implica- 
tions for public relations. 

Publicity plans in connection with the 
Washington program have caused postpone- 
ment of plans for obtaining newspaper pub- 
licity through regional A.L.A. publicity 
representatives, under the sponsorship of the 
A.L.A. Public Relations Committee. Miriam 
E. McNally, committee member, has organ- 
ized a program for placing articles and news 
stories in syndicates and other news channels, 
using the contacts of library publicity repre- 
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sentatives in various parts of the country, 
Because this plan may fit into a larger pub- 
licity program, action awaits the coordination 
of all A.L.A. publicity efforts. 

A few state associations are planning state- 
wide publicity programs. To meet inquiries, 
the Public Relations Office asked all state 
associations to describe methods which had 
been found effective. Replies have been sum- 
marized and are now available to any asso- 
ciation officer interested. 

The radio spot announcements which are 
prepared monthly by Sarah L. Wallace, of 
the committee, and distributed through the 
Public Relations Office to over two hundred 
libraries, may also be coordinated with the 
expanded publicity program. During the 
winter libraries receiving them were asked 
to withdraw from the mailing list if the spots 
were not being used effectively. Six asked 
to be withdrawn, but many urged that the 
service be continued. We will avoid turning 
the service into a propaganda channel, but 
it can be useful tn drawing public attention 
to national library interests, always of course 
in terms of their local application. 


Films 


Good library films are also going to be 
useful in the expanded program, and fortu- 
nately prospects look brighter than they have 
for many a day. The Harmon Foundation 
film on American library service will probably 
be ready this year. The Canadian Library 
Council released a film on rural libraries, 
produced by the National Film Board of 
Canada, in September. The American Coun- 
cil on Education’s Commission on Motion 
Pictures is now engaged in preparing the 
script for a film on the public library as an 
instrument of democracy. The script is based 
on recommendations and documentation pre- 
pared by A.L.A. and will be developed in 
cooperation with A.L.A. representatives. The 
Rochester Public Library announces a film 
of its own services, produced by two former 
members of the Eastman Kodak Company 
staff, which will be general enough in its 
implications to warrant its use elsewhere. 
Demand for library films continues, and we 
lose important opportunities because no satis- 
factory films have yet been produced. (At 
this writing, the Canadian film is not gener- 
ally available.) Inquiries came this year 
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from the Radio Corporation of America, the 
editor of a new film directory, and various 
governmental agencies, 

The Office'of the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs remains interested in linking 
libraries with its program. It purchased five 
thousand copies of “Pan-American Pano- 
rama,’ reprinted from the Bulletin for 
March, and distributed them to study groups 
and leaders of opinion in the United States 
and Latin America. That this type of pub- 
licity carries over to the local library is evi- 
denced in letters received at A.L.A. from 
community groups arranging or eager to ar- 
range programs with libraries. An_ initial 
contact with Henry A. Wallace as head of 
the U.S. Department of Commerce resulted 
in correspondence which may establish useful 
relations between this federal agency and 
libraries interested in service to business. 
This matter has been turned over to the 
Committee on Relations with Business 
Groups. Photographic exhibits on American 
library service, originally prepared for use in 
China and Mexico, were reproduced by the 
O.W.I. for distribution in all countries. 

Opportunities to cooperate with commer- 
cial agencies in producing something of 


mutual benefit are coming more often. When 
it is a question of a national advertisement 
using libraries as a theme, such as that issued 
during the year by the Royal-Liverpool In- 
surance Groups, the use of A.L.A.’s name is 


not involved. But lack of a definite policy 
protecting A.L.A. interests when endorse- 
ment might be implied, has prevented our 
exploring this field more fully. A committee 
of the Executive Board is now at work on a 
policy statement, the first draft of which was 
prepared by the Public Relations Office. To 
take advantage of the increasing interest of 
corporations and individuals in contributing 
to nonprofit enterprises, all Headquarters de- 
partments and divisions drafted projects in 
their fields of benefit to library service which 
might be launched with the support of out- 
side agencies. The projects were then 
phrased in popular language and prepared for 
discussion with prospective donors as part of 
a fund-raising program, described elsewhere 
in this Bulletin. Some related promotional 
literature is also in preparation. 

Limited though direct services to libraries 
have necessarily been, the committee and the 
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Public Relations Office are concerned with 
the local publicity problems of libraries. The 
committee has sponsored a series of Bulletin 
articles on public relations as it is practiced. 
The A.L.A. will publish a series of committee- 
sponsored pamphlets, one of which is already 
off the press—Patrons Are People by Sarah 
L. Wallace. Others on display, news, radio, 
and films are now in preparation, scheduled 
for publication in 1946, and additional sub- 
jects will be added in 1947. All the pam- 
phlets will be aimed at the small library where 
help is short and techniques must be kept 
simple. 

The committee is also studying the training 
in public relations now available through 
library schools, with a view to recommenda- 
tions for practical and effective preparation. 
Margaret P. Coleman has completed the 
first step in this project. Recommendations 
will be developed in collaboration with some- 
one from the teaching field. 


Public Opinion Polls 

An experiment in cooperative public opinion 
testing was completed during the year. Sev- 
enteen libraries contributed to financing a 
poll of public opinion on the public library, 
conducted in metropolitan areas by the Na- 
tional Opinion Research Center. Each par- 
ticipating library has received a report on his 
own community, plus a summary of nation- 
wide opinion for comparative purposes. A 
summary of findings is scheduled to appear in 
a fall issue of the Bulletin. Proposals for 
more extensive use of the polling method by 
libraries are under consideration by a com- 
mittee of the Executive Board. 

The book weeks were continued into the 
current year under the pressure of demand 
from members. Related articles in the Bul- 
letin have been useful to libraries, and official 
announcement by a national group gains local 
attention for library observances. Selection 
of the “50 Outstanding Books of 1944” was 
popular for much the same reasgns. Initiated 
this year at the suggestion of Robert Alex- 
ander Miller, the membership’s choice of out- 
standing books will probably be continued on 
an annual basis. The sponsorship and coop- 
eration of the Lending Section of the Division 
of Public Libraries in compiling votes were 
invaluable. 

It is a distinct loss to the Public Relations 
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Committee that its chairman, Elizabeth Bond, 
resigned in the spring to accept an O.W.I. 
post. Miss Coleman and Mr. Yenawine also 
leave the committee after serving as many 
years as the constitution allows. To them 
and to other members of the committee go 
sincere appreciation for their constructive 
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help. 

Members of the committee: Miriam E. 
McNally, Sarah L. Wallace, Helen T. Stein- 
barger, Margaret P. Coleman, and Wayne §, 
Yenawine. 

Oca M. Peterson, Chief 
Public Relations Office 


Membership Publications 


A.L.A. Bulletin 


Our efforts this year have been bent toward 
the inclusion of something for everyone in 
the profession, insofar as such a goal could 
be reached and still make the Bulletin the 
official organ of the Association. Many read- 
ers of the Bulletin insist that it should in- 
clude more materials for the small library 
and the junior assistant, others ask for more 
news of the A.L.A. and its activities, and 
still others demand materials more keyed to 
administrative theories and practices. And 
then a few readers (to whom we are indeed 
grateful) say they think the Bulletin is all 
right as it is. 

Several changes were introduced with the 
hope that we could make the Bulletin a little 
more what our members want it to be. In 
December, on recommendation of the Execu- 
tive Board, advertisements of positions open 
or wanted were included. Use of this new 
feature has grown steadily since its inaugura- 
tion. At the first of the year the format was 
considerably altered, biographical notes about 
authors of articles were added, a section 


Subject 
A.L.A.* 


Public relations 
Adult education 


Trustees 

School and children’s work 
Library Development Fund 
Censorship 


Books and reading 

Planning 

Building the peace 

Surplus property 

Library extension 
Demobilization and readjustment 
Federal relations news 


* Includes all of 1944 Annual Reports issue. 


called “Pickups” was added, and question- 
naires on Association and library subjects 
were made a monthly feature. 

Pickups were initiated because of our be- 
lief that many notes which enlightened and 
entertained us would be equally enlightening 
and entertaining to others, even though often 
not specifically “library” in appeal. The fact 
that many readers have already expressed as 
much interest in this feature as in some of 
the long-established sections leads us to be- 
lieve that it has met a definite lack in our 
former news reporting. 

According to reactions to questions about 
the Bulletin in the June issue (p. 224), most 
librarians read it to get news and informa- 
tion about A.L.A.; subjects next in interest 
seemed to be adult education, public relations, 
and censorship. The 497 pages of this fiscal 
year’s numbers were distributed as shown 
in the table in the adjoining column:? 

The questionnaires mentioned _ earlier 
showed that most readers of the 4.L.A. Bulle- 
tin read it for news and notes and not for 
its articles. Their preference for these short 
news items was met, we hope, by the 
following allocation of pages: Clearing 
House, 30; A.L.A. News, 24; What They’re 
Doing, 23; Post, 20; Pickups, 13. Although 
not a regular section of notes, the News from 
the Executive Secretary, included at irregular 
intervals, gave much up-to-the-minute infor- 
mation on the A.L.A.’s activities; 10 pages 
were devoted to these summaries of “what's 
new” in the A.L.A. 

An examination of subjects covered in any 
one year reveals gaps in library interest which 
should have had attention. We hope that in 
the next year those subjects ignored or neg- 
lected recently may be given more considera- 
tion. Our future plans will be influenced 
somewhat by the answers to the question- 


1In some cases, material may have been included 
under more than one category. istings under subjects 
do not include material from the Annual Reports. 
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naire on the Bulletin. They are always in- 
fluenced by the budget. We also hope that 
it will be possible to have larger issues at 
least part of the time. If that is practicable, 
certainly more segments of our membership 
can be represented. One of the major head- 
aches of editing during the war years has been 
the necessity of giving not nearly enough space 
to some things and omitting others entirely. 
The relaxation of paper restrictions should 
considerably alleviate this situation. 


College and Research Libraries 


The 4.L.A. Bulletin staff has continued 
to handle the production of College and Re- 
search Libraries, the quarterly publication of 
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the Association of College and Reference Li- 
braries. 


Carl M. White continues as editor, 


but, because of Dr. White’s absence in Wash- 
ington and abroad, most of our contacts have 
been with Ernest J. Reece, managing editor. 


Staff 


In August 1944 Mary Elizabeth Wattles, 
formerly of the Carleton College Library, 
joined the staff as editorial assistant. In Sep- 
tember 1944 Mrs. June Jubelt resigned as 
secretary and in November she was replaced 
by Mrs. Virginia Hansen. 


Lucite DEapeErIck, Editor 
A.L.A. Bulletin 


Relations with Local Library Groups and on 
Membership Participation 


At the October 1944 meeting of the Coun- 
cil, the committee presented an informal 
report focused on the problems that had been 
brought to the committee’s attention. Com- 
ments from groups, individual members, and 
associations from many sections of the country 
had provided the committee with material on 
which to base specific proposals. Three things 
had been clear: (1) that the membership as 
a whole was keenly interested in the work 
of the Association and eager for more direct 
participation in its activities and in the deci- 
sions affecting activities; (2) that the mem- 
bers were constructively critical of the 
functioning of A.L.A. Headquarters staff, 
committees, and the general organization, feel- 
ing that a reconsideration of programs and 
procedures was needed; (3) that two prob- 
lems, because of the widespread criticism 
they had aroused, called for some form of 
definite action. 

The committee had been conscious that, of 
the material that came to it, only a part was 
definitely related to its particular assignment 
—telations with local groups. However, 
since the members had used this channel to 
express themselves freely and constructively 
on the Association’s problems and _ policies, 
the committee felt obligated to insure atten- 
tion to the various questions that had been 
raised. As a result, the committee presented 
to the Council these definite recommenda- 
tions: 


1. That a special committee be appointed 
to study and report on placement work as 
a phase of Association activity, to recommend 
its discontinuance, its continuance under 
changed conditions, or whatever conclusion 
seemed advisable 

2. That a special committee be appointed 
to study and make recommendations for 
action on a public relations program for the 
Association, taking into consideration the part 
played by the Public Relations Committee, the 
Public Relations Office, and other interested 
groups 

3. That on the completion of the work of 
this committee, a fourth activities committee 
be appointed for re-evaluation of the Asso- 
ciation’s activities, with its members drawn 
in part from this committee so that the fourth 
activities committee might benefit from the 
related data and experience 

4. That an A.L.A. conference be held in 
June 1945, in Toronto if possible, otherwise 
in Chicago. 

The recommendation that a personnel com- 
mittee be appointed aroused considerable dis- 
cussion, and the Executive Secretary reported 
that the Executive Board had approved a 
survey of personnel and placement activities 
at Headquarters. The Council then voted to 
elect a Council committee to which, with 
the Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure 
(now the Board on Personnel Administra- 
tion), the report of the surveyors would be 
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presented for further study, the whole matter 
to come for final action to the Executive 
Board and to Council. 

The recommendation for consideration of 
a public relations program brought an an- 
nouncement that at the Budget Committee 
meeting there had been extended discussion of 
means of financing a public relations-publicity 
program on a self-supporting library-contrib- 
uting basis. ‘The Council took no further 
action. 

The recommendation on the fourth activi- 
ties committee was based on recurring com- 
ment on the need for such an appointment. 
The reporting committee felt that much of 
the material that had come to it was germane 
to the work of a fourth activities committee 
appointed to study the functions of the Asso- 
ciation, but that such an appointment now 
would cause confusion. The Council, in dis- 
cussion, felt rather that the reporting com- 
mittee should make recommendations on the 
functioning of the Association as well as on 
the organization of local and regional groups. 
The Council voted that no fourth activities 
committee be appointed until the work of this 
committee was completed and the field 
cleared. Thus, the Committee on Relations 
with Local Library Groups and on Member- 
ship Participation was given wide latitude and 
instructed to present recommendations on an 
over-all basis. 

The recommendations for a conference re- 
sulted from the frequent expression of this 
need by members. The President welcomed 
the opportunity for an advisory vote. This 
showed the Council in favor of a 1945 con- 
ference by a majority of about three to two, 
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while a number were opposed to a conference 
under war conditions. Governmental action 
made such a conference impossible. 

Following the Council action, articles on 
“A.L.A.’s Growth and the Grass Roots” and 
“A.L.A. Finances and A.L.A. Services,” based 
on points raised by the members and including 
quotations from staff and members’ letters, 
were prepared for the January and February 
1945 issues of the 4.L.4. Bulletin. Further 
comment was received as a result of these 
articles. At a committee meeting held June 
13, 1945, a number of recommendations cover- 
ing regional development, membership partici- 
pation, Executive Board procedure, Council 
activity, and Headquarters’ relationships with 
the members as a whole were drafted. While 
it is difficult to complete the work of such 
a committee without an opportunity for mem- 
bership action, it should be possible to get 
Council reaction and submit a final report 
by mail and through the columns of the 
Bulletin. 

Seeking a broader channel for membership 
cooperation has afforded the committee mem- 
bers an opportunity to study membership 
potentialities and to weigh some of the ways 
in which these potentialities might be used. 
No committee could have received more gen- 
erous cooperation from the members as a 
whole, from the Executive Board, and from 
the Headquarters staff. 

Members of the committee: Ella V. Al- 
drich, Robert Dumont Franklin, Mrs. Alice 
Brooks Mooney, Claire Nolte, Louis M. 
Nourse, Ruth H. Shapiro, Jesse Hauk Shera. 


Marian C. Man ey, Chairman 


Department of Information and Advisory Services, and 
Public Library Office 


As the chief of the department serves in 
the same capacity for the office, the reports 
are combined for economy of space. 

Two new major activities were added this 
year. In October the chief was elected pro- 
visional executive secretary of the newly 
organized Division of Public Libraries. (See 
that report, p. 397.) In November a campaign 
for a Library Development Fund was organ- 
ized, and the chief worked closely with the 
several executive assistants and carried full 


responsibility during several interims. A full 
report awaits completion of the project. 
Much of the year’s work is carried on with 
and for the various boards, committees, and 
divisions for which the staff has for some 
years served as Headquarters representative. 
This work is recorded in the annual reports 
of the following: Library Extension Board,- 
Adult Education Board, Postwar Planning 
Committee, Federal Relations Committee, 
Friends of Libraries Committee, Jury on 





4.L.4. ORGANIZATION AND SERVICES 


Citation of Trustees, and Trustees Division. 

The miscellaneous information and advisory 
service reflected changing conditions. De- 
mobilization; surplus property, and library 
buildings as war memorials, for example, were 
recurring topics. 

A.L.A. surveys of local libraries were 
planned for Westbrook, Me., and Tacoma, 
Wash. 

The chief served as Acting Executive Secre- 
tary during the several weeks when Mr. 
Milam was in San Francisco and on the Pa- 
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cific Coast and during his many field trips 
throughout the year. She attended meetings 
of the Executive Board and of the officers. 
Margaret Fulmer resigned as public library 
specialist, July 31, 1945, after fifteen months’ 
service, to become librarian of Great Falls, 
Mont., Public Library. The year closes with 
a vacancy. 
Juvt1a WricHt Merrit, Chief 
Department of Information and 
Advisory Services and Public Li- 
brary Office 


Headquarters Library 


As a special library of library science ma- 
terials, the chief functions of the Headquar- 
ters Library are to provide professional 
materials and to give reference and biblio- 
graphic service in fields not covered by spe- 
cialists at Headquarters. Its service is 
extended to the Headquarters staff and to the 
library profession at large. 

During the past year correspondence re- 
ferred to the library has required an increas- 
ing amount of the time of the library staff. 
Out of an average of 110 letters written each 
month, 70 are replies to requests for informa- 
tion. Many letters require a substantial 
amount of reference work before they can be 
written. 

One of the special emphases of the library 
is on its files of printed, photographic, and 
blueprint materials on library building plan- 
ning. Demands for information on this sub- 
ject are now received with increasing 
frequency, as libraries all over the country 
prepare postwar building plans. During the 
year approximately 150 letters have been writ- 
ten to libraries, architects, and planning com- 
mittees, in reply to building planning inquiries. 
Quantities of photographs and plans have been 
sent out on loan. Our service has been care- 
fully correlated with the work of the A.L.A. 
Committee on Library Architecture and 
Building Planning and of the Subcommittee 
on College and University Library Buildings 
and, wherever possible, with the work of the 
state library extension agencies. 

The majority of requests come from public 
and college libraries in this country, but our 
field is not limited. Information has been 
supplied in connection with plans for a new 
medical library to Moscow, a new national 


library in Brussels, small libraries in South 
Africa and Canada, and a university library 
in Australia. One state agency is now en- 
gaged in borrowing, group by group, our 
better library building photographs and plans, 
in order to select the most suitable material 
for reproduction for a state collection. Pic- 
tures of famous libraries were furnished to 
one of the library schools which is developing 
a collection of lantern slides for its History 
of Libraries course. Photographs have been 
furnished for use in publications: a recruit- 
ment folder, a state association brochure to 
promote library service, a brochure on war 
memorials, periodical articles. A selected 
group of photographs of modern small library 
buildings was used by a Massachusetts library 
in an exhibit to create popular interest in a 
new building. 

Second in importance to requests for build- 
ing information have been the numerous in- 
quiries on technical library organization. It 
has not been surprising to find that the most 
frequently recurring requests concern medi- 
cal, hospital, and nursing school library or- 
ganization. 

Reference work for staff and visitors; an- 
swering frequent telephone inquiries; procur- 
ing, examining, processing, and routing of new 
library materials; and preparation of occa- 
sional special reports are essential parts of 
Headquarters Library service. 

A new service to A.L.A. officers was de- 
veloped during the past year, at the sugges- 
tion of the A.L.A. President. Arrangements 
were made to receive two extra copies of 
state agency and state association bulletins 
for collecting and forwarding to the current 
President and President-Elect of the Associa- 
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tion. This will make possible a closer knowl- 
edge of state activities by national officers and 
may provide helpful suggestions for committee 
appointments. 

A special activity of the librarian this year 
was to plan and prepare a map illustrating 
A.L.A. international library interests. The 
display is titled “Cultural Cooperation: The 
A.L.A. and Some of Its Members Abroad.” 
The use of colored map pins to represent 
different categories permits ready revision. 


Organization 


The rapid growth of the library collection 
in recent years has resulted in a serious over- 
crowding of the shelves and files. We hope 
that this condition will be improved by the 
move to the new Headquarters building. An- 
other serious result of rapid growth is the 
need for reorganization of materials to pro- 
vide for more efficient functioning of the 
larger collection. Heavy pressure of current 
work has left less and less time available to 
accomplish needed changes. Lack of more 
efficient organization hampers the librarian in 
her work, but all except minor improvements 
are impossible with the present limited staff. 

Early in the current fiscal year a beginning 
was made on an inventory of the book collec- 
tion. This had to be discontinued because of 
more urgent current demands. 

The file of library building plans has been 
completely reorganized, and material there 
can now be used with greater facility. A be- 
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ginning has been made on a cross index to the 
picture file, to make special features more 
readily accessible. 

Occasional reclassification and recataloging 
of book material has been done in cases where 
the need was specifically noted, but a general 
reorganization is highly desirable to meet 
present and future needs. 


Personnel 


The secretary to the librarian resigned in 
June. We were fortunate in securing her 
successor promptly, and normal operation of 
the library was not interrupted. 


Recommendations 


To permit the development of a fuller and 
more efficient program of service by the Head- 
quarters Library, the immediate addition of a 
professional assistant is earnestly recom- 
mended. Organization can be sacrificed for a 
time to the more immediate demands of serv- 
ice, but such a situation cannot continue in- 
definitely. The addition of a professional 
assistant to the library staff would make pos- 
sible immediate attention to needed technical 
improvements. ‘This would not only prevent 
an impairment of service but would result in 
a more rapid and thorough research service 
of greater practical use to the staff and, di- 
rectly and indirectly, to all members of the 
library profession. 


ELIzABETH FE. Baker, Librarian 


School and Children’s Library Specialist 


The report of this Headquarters activity is included in the section on the Educational 
Role of Libraries on pages 362-64. 


Statistics Office 


The report of this Headquarters activity is included in the section on the Administration 


of Libraries on page 391. 


Chapters 


The committee recommended that the 
Council grant affiliation with the A.L.A. as 
a chapter to each of the following: Arkansas 
Library Association, Ontario Library Asso- 
ciation, South Carolina Library Association, 
Vermont Library Association, California 
School Library Association, Illinois Associa- 


tion of High School Librarians, Nassau 
County (New York) Library Association, 
Western New York Library Association. 

Members of the committee: Francis P. 
Allen and Jessie Edna Boyd. 


Joun Apams Lowe, Chairman 
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Constitution and By-Laws 


The Committee on Constitution and By- 
Laws submitted to Council, on October 13-14, 
four amendments to the By-Laws, dealing 
with chapter representation in Council, votes 
by mail, creation of new divisions, and honor- 
ary memberships. The amendments quoted 
in 4.L.A. Bulletin 39:105, 110-11, March 


1945, were submitted to the membership by 
mail vote and approved as reported in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin 39:154, April 1645. 
Members of the committee: Essae Martha 
Culver, Robert W. Orr, Clarence S. Paine, 
Ethel Peerson, Velma Ruth Shaffer. 
Errett Weir McDiarmip, Chairman 


Council Credentials 


Members of the Committee on Council 
Credentials limited their activities to attend- 
ance at the Council meeting in Chicago, at 
the Drake Hotel, Oct. 12-14, 1944. 


Members of the committee: Margaret Jean 
Clay and Arnold H. Trotier. 


SAMUEL W. MCALLIsTER, Chairman 


Divisional Relations 


The Committee on Divisional Relations re- 
ports that during the year the Division of 
Public Libraries and the Division of Hos- 
pital Libraries were established. Correspond- 
ence is now under way on the possible 
establishment of further divisions. 


Members of the committee: Mrs. Mar- 
garet Kyle Billingsley, Harold F. Brigham, 
(Miss) Lesley Newton, Benjamin Edward 
Powell. 


Wayne SHIRLEY, Chairman 


State Relationships 


(Joint Committee) 


The fact that no annual conference was 
held deprived the presidents of the state li- 
brary associations of the opportunity to choose 
their representatives on this committee. 


Hence it has been inactive. 
Members of the committee: for the A.L.A., 
Francis P. Allen and Jessie Edna Boyd. 
Joun ApAms Lows, Chairman 


Publishing 


Editorial Committee and Publishing Department 


The difficulties of wartime operation 
through voluntary committees and boards con- 
tinue, perhaps somewhat aggravated, yet a 
few accomplishments for the year can be re- 
ported. Some twenty or more new projects 
were started, more than a hundred were 
worked on, ten titles were published, thirty- 
four manuscripts were considered, and the 
publishing deficit of $18,000 was completely 
wiped out, the year closing with a balance 
of $4000. The whole picture is better than 


we thought it would be a year or even six 
months ago. 

With a return to more normal times, ere 
long, it should be possible through group 
meetings and personal contacts to develop a 
more rounded program. Until then, how- 
ever, we must satisfy ourselves with filling 
obvious gaps and with trying to meet some 
immediate needs even though the separate 
projects do not fit neatly into a jigsaw puz- 
zle. The puzzle, at best, never will be com- 
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plete, as new holes will show up as others 
are filled; and that is as it should be if we 
recognize the fact that librarianship is not 
static. 


New Projects 


Among the new projects is a new edition 
of Today's Handbook for Librarians which 
is already under way. It will emphasize re- 
conversion and rehabilitation and the prob- 
lems of peacetime living which will confront 
released war workers and men and women 
recently separated from the armed services. 
Under a new title it will bring together in- 
formation which will enable the library to 
make its contribution to postwar adjustments 
in its community. 

A manual on work with the blind is a long- 
recognized need about to be filled. A new 
committee has taken a fresh start and hopes 
to have a pamphlet in print around the first 
of the year. The increase in blindness due 
to the war makes this a particularly timely 
undertaking. 

To meet the tremendous interest in library 
buildings two new books may materialize. 
The first, Pointers for Public Library Build- 
ing Planners, was scheduled for October 15. 
It grew out of Russell J. Schunk’s experience 
with the Toledo Public Library building and 
out of the noticeable recurrence of questions 
asked him by visitors to Toledo and by cor- 
respondence when he was chairman of the 
A.L.A. Committee on Library Architecture 
and Building Planning. The A.L.A. librarian 
says it answers just the kinds of questions 
which come to her constantly from all over 
the country. The other, only a possibility, is 
a book of sketches and plans for small li- 
braries developed by the architects of the 
T.V.A. for that area. The emphasis is on 
small modern buildings, functional in design, 
with provision made for meetings, socials, 
motion pictures, etc., in even the smallest. 
Flexibility of interior arrangement is an aim 
admirably achieved. While publishing plans 
are not complete, it is hoped that satisfactory 
arrangements can be worked out. 

Buildings are also discussed in “College and 
University Libraries and Librarianship.” 
This is the postwar planning document for 
college libraries prepared by a joint subcom- 
mittee of the A.L.A. and A.C.R.L. It aims 


not to set up standards but to present funda- 
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mental principles and recommendations for 
the guidance of librarians and college admin- 
istrators. In addition to buildings, some of 
the areas covered are expenditures and sup- 
port, books, acquisition, organization, and use 
of library materials, cooperation and coordi- 
nation, philanthropy, professional education, 
and government. This project was initiated 
by the Postwar Planning Committee of the 
A.L.A. about two years ago. 

The need for simple and sound advice on 
how to set up library service aimed particu- 
larly at the business interests of the com- 
munity has long been recognized. Plans were 
made last fall to meet that need, and a 
manuscript, “Business Services from the Pub- 
lic Library,” was submitted in December. It 
is still under revision but it is hoped the 
pamphlet will appear by early winter. A 
similar book for labor is needed. 

At last an author has been found for the 
manual on county and regional libraries which 
was planned at the midwinter meeting, 1942, 
by some twenty specialists representing official 
groups within the A.L.A. Work on the 
manuscript will start this fall. The Library 
Extension Division is providing a small fund 
for travel and clerical expense of the author. 
A manuscript should be ready in from six to 
eight months and a book in about a year from 
now. 

Another find was made by the Committee 
on Insurance for Libraries which for several 
years has been trying to develop a manual in 
this field. Can one imagine such a rare com- 
bination as a librarian, lawyer, and insurance 
broker all in one? Such a person was found 
and a manuscript is under way. 

A series of pamphlets in the field of public 
relations is another new undertaking. It was 
suggested by Marian C. Manley, a member of 
the Editorial Committee. A plan worked out 
by the Public Relations Committee was ap- 
proved and six pamphlets were outlined. Al- 
ready three are under way, “Library News 
and Feature Stories,” “Creating Library Dis- 
plays,” and a treatment of films, film strips, 
slides, etc., in interpreting the library’s serv- 
ices to the community. All three of these 
may appear during the coming year. 

The statement is often made, and justifi- 
ably, that the A:L.A. does not do enough for 
the small libraries. It is said they need in- 
spiration and suggestions about what they 
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might do in their own communities and simple 
directions for doing those things which appeal 
to them. Out of this grew an idea for a 
book on activities and projects for small pub- 
lic libraries—a kind of recipe book like the 
Fargo volumes—which would describe in 
brief paragraphs the little practical devices 
which libraries are using throughout the 
country to fit their services to the needs of 
their communities and to interpret those serv- 
ices to the public and to trustees and appro- 
priating bodies. A statement proposing such 
a book and asking for comment was sent to 
the library extension agencies and to ten offi- 
cial groups within the A.L.A. The responses 
are overwhelmingly in favor of our going 
ahead. Many useful suggestions were re- 
ceived. The next step is to decide how this 
huge undertaking can be managed and to set 
up the necessary machinery. 

Last year’s report called attention to the 
preliminary work which had been done on 
new editions of Periodicals for Small and 
Medium-Sized Libraries and The Library in 
the School. Both of these manuscripts are 
now definitely under way. In the case of the 
first a committee was set up which will be 


assisted by two groups within the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People. 
In the case of the second the report and 


recommendations of the committee which 
studied the third edition was reviewed by the 
Editorial Committee and transmitted to Lu- 
cile F. Fargo. She found it possible to do 
some visiting in various parts of the country 
and during the past eight or ten months has 
been busily engaged in the complete rewriting 
of her book. The manuscript is due in Oc- 
tober, and we hope the book will be published 
by spring. 

4.L.A. Catalog Rules was given the green 
light. Funds were authorized from the pub- 
lishing budget to enable the committee to 
employ the help needed to prepare a final 
manuscript, and intensive work should get 
under way this fall. Publication?—perhaps 
a year and a half to two years from now. 

An important project in the field of public 
documents was also brought to our attention. 
Under way for many years, it supplements 
Bulletin 15 of the U.S. Superintendent of 
Documents Office and brings down to date 
the classification numbers assigned from 1913 
through 1944. It also records the shifts of 
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offices and bureaus occasioned by government 
reorganization over the past thirty years and 
is, hence, a tool for catalogers as well as for 
documents and reference workers. The 
project is now being considered by the Public 
Documents Committee. 

Two manuscripts in the field of library 
history were submitted and are under con- 
sideration. Both are Ph.D. theses: “Arsenals 
of Democratic Culture; A Social History of 
the American Public Library Movement... 
1850-1900” and “Scholarship, Book Produc- 
tion and Libraries in China (618-1644).” 
Both are likely to require some outside financ- 
ing if publication is undertaken. 

For work with teachers and children a new 
Rue index, a supplement to Subject Index to 
Books for Primary Grades, was gotten under 
way and should be published next spring. 
Machinery for compiling a list of children’s 
books in large type was also set up. It will 
be a joint undertaking of the Institution Li- 
braries Committee and the Division of Li- 
braries for Children and Young People. 

The most exciting new venture, however, 
is the distribution by the Publishing Depart- 
ment of five recordings for the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People 
which will get under way this fall. For years 
librarians have wanted to preserve stories as 
told by the best storytellers and this year a 
division project comes to fruition. Five rec- 
ords made by Mrs. Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen 
and produced by R.C.A.-Victor will be dis- 
tributed. The titles are Gudbrand-on-the- 
Hillside, Baldur, Sleeping Beauty, and Tales 
from the Volsunga Saga. Purchasers must be 
reminded that the price of these records 
custom-made for a limited market cannot be 
compared with that set on records reproduced 
in large quantities for mass distribution 
through stores. As a matter of fact, it is 
because R.C.A. did not wish to risk store 
distribution that another distributor was 
sought by the division. 

If we have given considerable space to the 
new projects being developed, it is because 
members have expressed an interest in what 
is ahead. As already indicated, a number of 
the items described will appear during the 
coming year. Others scheduled are a book 
list, “British Civilization and Institutions” 
sponsored by the International Relations 
Board; “Subject Guide to Public Documents,” 
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a companion to Subject Guide to Reference 
Books; and the “Guide to Comparative Lit- 
erature and Intercultural Relations” men- 
tioned in the 1943 report. A hundred or more 
specialists in various fields have contributed 
to this work which will be outstanding in 
scholarship and will offer far-reaching possi- 
bilities toward international understanding. 


Published Last Year 


From the standpoint of general interest the 
second edition of Anniversaries and Holidays 
was the outstanding book on last year’s list. 
It is practically a new work. Today's Hand- 
book for Librarians was useful enough to 
have sold out completely and, as already 
stated, a new edition with new emphasis is 
in preparation. The school librarians com- 
pleted their statement of school library 
standards which was published in the Plan- 
ning for Libraries series under the title School 
Libraries for Today and Tomorrow, Func- 
tions and Standards. A second Activity Book 
by Fargo was published and an addition to 
the series Experimenting Together, The Li- 
brarian and the Teacher of Home Economics. 
The eleventh Cataloger’s and Classifier’s 
Yearbook, a survey of the National Medical 
Library, a second printing of the~ popular 
pamphlet Patrons Are People, a seventh edi- 
tion of Buying List of Books for Small Libra- 
ries, and the list Books Published in the 
United States, 1939-1943 were issued. The 
last-named, prepared at the New York Public 
Library with the assistance of subject spe- 
cialists, includes those books which represent 
a contribution to scholarship or research. It 
was a project of the International Relations 
Board financed by a grant from the Rocke- 
feller Foundation. 


Relations with Divisions 


Publishing was one of the items discussed 
by the Executive Board and officers of the 
various divisions at an informal meeting called 
in connection with the Council meetings held 
in October 1944. The simplification of pub- 
lishing procedures was considered and is being 
given further study. 

Two members of the Committee on Pub- 
lications of the A.C.R.L., including the chair- 
man; the president of A.C.R.L.; and the 
chief of the Publishing Department devoted 
most of one day to a consideration of over-all 
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problems in the college and research field. A 
new plan of attack, outlined by the chairman, 
was approved in principle. After consulting 
his committee he was to draw up a plan for 
action, possibly with a project calling for 
special financing. How far this has gone has 
not been reported. 

A group of publishing proposals which had 
been referred in March 1942 to the Publica- 
tions Committee of the Division of Cataloging 
and Classification for comment was returned 
in March 1945 with indications as to which 
proposals seemed the most important and 
which might well be dropped. As a result, a 
number of projects were “killed” and a few 
earmarked for as early consideration as pos- 
sible. 

The new Division of Public Libraries has 
set up a Publications Committee to which a 
number of proposals have already been re- 
ferred. It was hoped that the chairman might 
come to Headquarters to acquaint himself 
with materials in file and to discuss machinery 
for getting proposals evaluated and some of 
the more important projects under way. That 
has not been possible up to now and is some- 
thing which might be done profitably next 
year. 


Membership Participation 


Each year grateful acknowledgment is made 
to the scores of librarians on committees and 
boards who help in the planning of the pub- 
lishing program and in the critical examina- 
tion of manuscripts and outlines. Members 
at large are also occasionally circularized and 
their responses found extremely helpful. The 
wide response to this year’s query regarding 
a book of activities and projects for small 
public libraries was most heartening. For all 
of this help we are extremely grateful. 

Greater membership participation in A.L.A. 
affairs was one of the objectives of the re- 
organization which was effected a few years 
ago on the recommendation of the Third 
Activities Committee. The Committee on 
Relations with Local Library Groups and on 
Membership Participation is now concerned 
with the same problem. It might be well to 
ask what the response of the membership is 
when it is given an opportunity to partici- 
pate. To an 4.L.A. Bulletin note asking for 
reactions to a specific publishing proposal, 
about ten replies were received. About the 
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same response was received to a plea in Col- 
lege and Research Libraries, June 1943, ask- 
ing for comments on thirty-one publishing 
proposals in the college and university field 
there described. Out of fifteen thousand mem- 
bers less than 250 voted on the list of out- 
standing books of 1944 (A.L.A. Bulletin, 
March 1945) despite the fact that every 
librarian might be expected to have opinions 
and be willing to register opinions about 
books. Out of about two hundred Council 
members, approximately a dozen commented 
on a list of A.L.A. publishing proposals sub- 
mitted in April. Councilors are picked by 
the members as their representatives and a 
special obligation would seem to rest on them 
to express opinions whenever an opportunity 
is afforded. In fairness it should be said 
that after a follow-up in June the total re- 
sponses numbered thirty-seven, but that still 
represents a small percentage of a group of 
two hundred. 

What does all of this signify? Are librar- 
ians really apathetic, or is it that their per- 
formance falls short of their good intentions? 
Whatever the explanation, we must all re- 
mind ourselves that committees cannot pro- 


duce professional tools like rabbits from a hat 
and that satisfactory results in this field 
depend largely on a pooling of experience and 
judgment. We must remember also that ad- 
verse comment is helpful in balancing over- 
enthusiasm and that failure to register any 


opinion whatever retards group action. It is 
hoped that the committee now concerned with 
the problem will discover techniques for stim- 
ulating wider participation on the part of 
the membership; that it will tell us not only 
that interpretation of A.L.A. activities is 
needed but how adequate interpretation can be 
brought about. 


Editorial Office 


The final editing of manuscripts and book 
production are handled by Mrs. Pauline 
Shipp Love. While the number of new books 
issued for sale decreased as compared with 
preceding years, the problems connected with 
seeing a book through the press have increased 
unbelievably. Shortages of both materials and 
manpower create situations that require 
going over the same ground again and again 
to keep jobs moving. Because of paper short- 
ages, needs have had to be estimated weeks 
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and months in advance. Cover stock which 
many firms no longer manufacture presents a 
particular problem for us inasmuch as the 
large proportion of our titles are paper-bound. 

W.P.B.’s inventory and delivery restric- 
tions On paper were so severe in our case 
that an appeal was necessary and was granted. 
An arbitrary paper inventory figure was set, 
based on an estimate of immediate needs. 
The restrictions were eased somewhat for the 
third quarter of the calendar year and were 
revoked as the fiscal year closed. The keep- 
ing of detailed records on paper usage for 
both books and periodicals is an exacting 
task. The record for books was examined 
by W.P.B. in January. 

While fewer new books were produced, 
the volume of departmental publications and 
of reprints brought the total number of items 
handled to fifty-two as compared with fifty- 
four last year. Among the substantial items 
reprinted were 4.L.A. Catalog Rules, 1908 
edition as well as the preliminary American 
second edition, Guide to Reference Books, 
Library in the School, Library Trustee, Sub- 
ject Guide to Reference Books, Subject Index 
to Books for Primary Grades, and Teacher- 
Librarian’s Handbook. Because of the scarc- 
ity of binding cloths some of these had to be 
put into new dress. 


Sales 


Sales éxceeded $110,000, about $24,000 over 
the budget. As a result, the publishing deficit 
was completely wiped out. This can be at- 
tributed to several factors: the appearance of 
titles like Anniversaries and Holidays and 
Activity Book #2, both of which sold well 
(the former produced over $20,000) ; the ac- 
cumulation of a backlog of continuingly use- 
ful items; ability to buy on the part of 
libraries; and consistent advertising and sales 
efforts. A.L.4. Books and Pamphlets was 
released to about 12,000 libraries and School 
Activities and the Library to some 20,000 
prospective customers in the school field. In 
addition about 50 mailings were made totaling 
nearly 100,000 letters, releases, circulars, 
cards, etc. Thirty publications exhibits were 
sent to library and educational association 
meetings. Between 75 and 100 pages of dis- 
play advertising appeared in the library press. 
Review and sample copies of new titles also 
went in numbers ranging from 15 to 250 to 
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library and educational magazines and to Subcommittee Evaluating Free and Inexpen- 
picked individuals in the educational field. sive Materials offered principally to schools 

Carl A. Dahl, who is in charge of sales, was reconstituted under the chairmanship of 
spent two weeks in New York City in the Ruth M. Ersted. Additional vocational ma- 
fall in the interest of Booklist advertising. terials were reviewed in January and April, 
That effort was supplemented by continuous and the October bulletin will be Partially 
contact by mail with prospective advertisers devoted to reviews of maps and map services 
and advertising agencies. The revenue pro- prepared by the subcommittee. Grateful 
duced was $6200, against a budget of acknowledgement is due the several groups 
$4500. and each individual within those groups who 

Booklist subscriptions continue to increase; devote so much of their time to these pe- 
the August issue reached 10,035 subscribers. riodicals which subscribers are so likely to 
The average for the twelve months closing take for granted. 
with August was 9785, an increase of 514 An increase in the postal rates on books is 
over last year’s average. The average for provided for in H.R. 3235. For the hearings, 
the Subscription Books Bulletin was 3687, an at which the A.L.A. was represented, infor- 
increase of 384, and for the Hospital Book mation was assembled from representative li- 
Guide, 568, a drop of 91. braries throughout the country and, as a 

The revenue produced by the department result, modifications were made giving li- 
during the 1944-45 fiscal year is itemized as __ braries preferred treatment as to rates. But 
follows: those rates are still higher for certain zones 

Publication sales $109,637 than the present book post. The bill is sched- 

Publication subsidies 500 uled to come up in the fall for Congressional 

Booklist subscriptions 29,354 action. 

Booklist single copy sales 302 Interest in Spanish translations of A.L.A. 

Booklist sale of review books 2,99° titles continues unabated. Through the In- 

Booklist advertising 6,232 ternational Relations Office, permission to 
translate has been given to several agencies 
and librarians in Latin America during the 

A new trade group, the National Microfilm past year. As the A.L.A.’s interest is pri- 
Association, organized in the spring of 1945, marily in library development, no financial 
contemplates the publication of a new journal return to the A.L.A. will be made and the 
and inquired concerning the possibility of its authors in every case have generously agreed 
taking over the Journal of Documentary Re- to forgo royalties. To date permissions have 
production. After having consulted present been granted concerning the following titles 
and former members of the Committee on and presumably translations are or soon will 
Photographic Reproduction of Library Ma- be under way: Book Selection, Code for 
terials, A.L.A. officers came to the conclusion Classifiers, Introduction to Cataloging and 
that the name of the J.D.R. should be re- the Classification of Books (Portuguese as 
served for the A.L.A. and that the latter well as Spanish), Introduction to Reference 
should be free to revive the Journal at some Work, Simple Library Cataloging, and Work 
future time whenever a need arises. with Children in Public Libraries. 

The editorship of the Hospital Book Guide A brief sketch “25 Years of A.L.A. Pub- 
is still in the hands of Gertrude M. Edwards, lishing” appeared in the 4.L.A4. Bulletin for 
but she finds it necessary to resign after the May 1945, p. 171-74. 

October 1945 issue is prepared. She and Ber- The personnel situation in the department 
tha K. Wilson, president of the Hospital Li- improved over the previous year, there being 
braries Division, are seeking a successor. The only two changes except for billing and ship- 
Subscription Books Bulletin, under the able ping. There, there were four changes out of 
guidance of Katherine E. Anderson, chairman five positions. The most serious was the loss 
of the Subscription Books Committee, and of | by sudden death of a very competent shipping 
Amelia Kearns, of the Publishing staff, con- clerk. The position remained vacant for 
tinues to render an important service to about seven weeks during which time the 
libraries and schools. During the year the billing staff assumed the additional responsi- 


$149,015 
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bility for collecting orders, zoning, stamping 
packages, etc. Men were employed evenings 
to pack and wrap. Because Chicago was 
dassified as a critical labor area the filling of 
the position was difficult. Finally a man was 
found who, because ‘of his age, needs an as- 
sistant on half time. Much of the credit for 


keeping orders moving goes to Isabel Hemp- 
hill, chief biller. 

During the year 103 projects were worked 
on, 24 manuscripts received, and 10 offered. 
Of the manuscripts received 7 were published, 
3 are in press, 8 are being considered or re- 
vised, and 6 were rejected. All of the 10 of- 
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fered were rejected, all but one of them being 
outside the field of A.L.A. publishing. This 
report is supplemented by the charts found on 
pages 427-28. The Booklist and Subscription 
Books Committee reports follow this one. 
The Editorial Committee held no meetings 
during the year; the membership remained 
unchanged. Members of the committee: 
Helen M. Harris, C. Irene Hayner, Marian 
C. Manley, Eleanor Hitt Morgan. 
Wuarton Miter, Chairman 
A.L.A. Editorial Committee 
Everett O. Fontaine, Chief 
Publishing Department 


The Booklist 


An uneventful year in The Booklist office, 
which permitted us to function in the routine 
way that is essential in handling a constant 
flow of books and meeting a rigid schedule 
of printer’s deadlines twice a month, has been 
satisfactory for the staff but was entirely 
lacking in the dramatic elements necessary for 
a colorful report. As in previous war years, 
we have been hampered by the tardiness of 
review copies, for in spite of fine cooperation 
from publishers, the exigencies of the book 
world in printing, binding, and shipping have 
been felt in this office. Although many books 
have not arrived here until after publication 
date, others have come early, and it is grati- 
fying to know that we have frequently re- 
viewed important books on the date of 
publication or as close to it as our twice-a- 
month schedule permitted. ‘This record will, 
we hope, be improved during the coming year, 
as publishers’ review copies are again avail- 
able at an earlier date. 

Smaller publishers’ lists mean a smaller 
Booklist, as fewer books are received during 
each war year. This decline has been par- 
ticularly noticeable in the number of reprints 
and new editions. ‘Three thousand six hun- 
dred and ninety-one books were received in 
1943-44, and 3307 in 1944-45. Of these, 1799 
titles were listed: 1006 adult classified books, 
299 fiction, 252 children’s books, and 242 series 
and editions. 

Since October 1944 The Booklist has had 
the advantage of a complete staff. Mary E. 
Dollard was lent by the Cleveland Public 
Library for temporary work during Septem- 


ber, and in October Mrs. Sara P. Shepherd, 


of the Denver Public Library, came as perma- 
nent assistant. More adequate attention for 
technical books has been possible through the 
innovation of adding the services of a techni- 
cal librarian to supplement the regular staff. 
Andre S. Nielsen, librarian of the Public Li- 
brary, Evanston, IIl., gives some time each 
month to The Booklist and is responsible for 
the selection and annotation of technical books. 

We are, as always, indebted to contributors 
for bibliographical articles and lists, some of 
which have had wide distribution in reprint 
form: “Some Recent Geographical Publica- 
tions’ by Ena L. Yonge, American Geo- 
graphical Society; “What Is the Role of 
Consunier Cooperatives?” by C. J. McLana- 
han, The Cooperative League; “Educating 
for Family Life’ by Gladys Hoagland 
Groves, Marriage and Family Council, Inc.; 
“Some Recent Books for Tired Eyes” by 
Charlotte Matson, Minneapolis Public Li- 
brary; and “Health Books for Public Li- 
braries, 1944” by Mrs. Eva Rudd Hawkins, 
National Health Library. Mrs. Edith Kam- 
merling Covalt, Chicago Public Library, has 
taken over the preparation of the public docu- 
ments list, which appears as frequently as 
possible. 

With the hope of helping librarians to co- 
operate with the U.S. Department of State 
in promoting study and discussion of the peace, 
“Building the Peace,” a list of suggested read- 
ing and film materials, was compiled in this 
office. This was followed, after the San 
Francisco Conference, by a summary of the 
publishing plans of some of the organizations 
represented at the conference. 
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Twelve days in New York City during 
January provided opportunity for the editor 
to meet publishers—more than fifty of them 
—and to visit other cooperating associations. 
Publishers were cordial; they know The 
Booklist and realize the importance of library 
sales, and in several firms we are among the 
half-dozen agencies to whom the first review 
copies are mailed. Some misunderstandings 
about the basis of Booklist recommendations 
were cleared up and relations were established 
with some of the newer firms. It is hoped 
that this visit can be repeated at least every 
second year, with Boston and Philadelphia in- 
cluded in the next one. In June Helen E. 
Kinsey represented Headquarters at the New- 


bery-Caldecott luncheon in New York City 


and spent several days with children’s editors. 
This was of mutual profit; they were inter- 
ested in librarians’ reactions and in Booklist 
procedure, and Miss Kinsey made new con- 
tacts, gained a better understanding of pub- 
lishers’ problems, had a preview of fall books, 
and discussed trends in children’s books and 
the future of juvenile publishing. 

During the past year Books for Young 
People, formerly an annual, appeared three 
times. One list was prepared by a committee 
of school librarians, Marjorie H. Van Deu- 
sen, chairman; and two by a committee of 
the Young People’s Reading Round Table 
under the chairmanship of Margaret Jean 
Ward. 


: OCTOBER, 15, 1945 


Following suggestions from librarians that 
an A.L.A. list of notable books would be ap- 
propriate and useful, the 4.L.4. Bulletin and 
The Booklist, with the cooperation of Magnus 
K. Kristoffersen, chairman of the Lending 
Section of the Division of Public Libraries, 
experimented with “50 Outstanding Books of 
1944.” A preliminary selection, published in 
the Bulletin, was voted on by members of the 
Association and the resulting list was printed 
in both Bulletin and Booklist. This, however, 
has brought little comment from librarians, 
In spite of requests for opinions about its 
desirability as an annual feature, very few 
subscribers have responded, and we doubt that 
the list justifies the time and effort given to 
it by the chairman and The Booklist staff. 

A new feature begun in Volume 41 is the 
addition of book titles to the author and sub- 
ject index in each issue. This has meant a 
slight increase in the cost of paper and print- 
ing, but it also increases the convenience in 
using individual issues. This additional serv- 
ice had been frequently requested by sub- 
scribers. 

If subscriptions are an indication, The 
Booklist is serving its purpose with fair satis- 
faction to librarians, for recent years have 
seen a small but steady increase. The 
monthly average in 1942-43 was 8780, in 
1943-44, 9271, and in 1944-45, 9785. 

EILEEN DucGAN 
Editor of The Booklist 


Subscription Books 


In spite of the -crowded schedules and 
limited time for outside activities, the mem- 
bers of the Subscription Books Committee 
have given generously of their time and energy 
to review current reference books for the 
Subscription Books Bulletin. The committee 
continued its efforts to evaluate primarily 
reference books and sets about which in- 
quiries were most frequently received. The 
number of such inquiries has shown a marked 
increase during the year. Many of them 
were received from individuals considering 
books for home purchase as well as from 
librarians. The revival of old sets without 
revision and the need for careful checking of 
the salesmen’s claims were called to the atten- 
tion of subscribers in an editorial in the July 
issue. 

Correspondence with the Federal Trade 


Commission and Better Business Bureaus re- 
garding the committee’s estimates of given sets 
continues to be a regular and increasingly 
larger part of the committee work. Through 
the bulletin, the committee has continued to 
call the attention of subscribers to Federal 
Trade Commission stipulations and Better 
Business Bureau reports concerning subscrip- 
tion and reference book publishing and sales 
methods. 

Efforts have been made to evaluate books 
in subject fields in which inquiries have indi- 
cated subscriber interest. The July 1945 
issue, for example, included reviews of five 
one-volume aviation dictionaries and the Oc- 
tober 1944 issue included reviews of two 
titles concerned with the war, supplementing 
those reviewed in earlier issues. 

The Subcommittee Evaluating Free and 





PUBLISHING 


Inexpensive Materials was responsible for the 
evaluation of vocational materials which ap- 
peared in the January and April issues. It 
has also been at work on the evaluation of 
maps and map services of particular interest 
to schools, for review in the October issue. 
In selecting materials for review, suggestions 
were sought from city and state school li- 
brary supervisors and information gathered 
from the large commercial map publishers. 
This survey of available material, preliminary 
to the actual work of assigning reviews, should 
result in evaluation of the types of materials 
in which school libraries are most interested. 
Because of the number and variety of map 
materials reported to the subcommittee, mem- 
bership in the group was enlarged from six to 
nine. 
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Membership on the committee was in- 
creased from fourteen to fifteen and is now 
representative of a wider range of geographic 
areas as well as of library interests. 

Again the committee wants to’ acknowledge 
its indebtedness to the Publishing Department 
at Headquarters, especially to Amelia Kearns, 
who has taken care of such a large part of 
the editorial work formerly left to the chair- 
man. Members of the committee: Helen 
Anderson, Mildred Clyde Armstrong, Jose- 
phine Baumgartner, Robert A. Canny, Jack 
Dalton, Milton A. Drescher, Helen M. Focke, 
Ruth W. Gregory, C. Irene Hayner, Rose 
Bernice Phelps, Donalda Putnam, Vera Wini- 
fred Schott, Evelyn Ray Sickels, Rose L. 
Vormelker. 

KATHERINE E. ANDERSON, Chairman 


Union List of Serials Supplement 


(Special Advisory Committee) 


The compiling of information for the sup- 
plement to the Union List of Serials has 
been completed, and the volume is being 
printed. It is expected to be ready for dis- 
tribution by the end of October. It will be 


approximately one quarter the size of the 
main volume and will be printed in a some- 
what smaller format. 

In June a questionnaire was issued request- 


ing advice on periodic supplements to the 
Union List of Serials. The replies to this 
questionnaire indicate a preponderant ap- 
proval for five-year supplements. No action 
has as yet been taken on the replies to this 
questionnaire. 
Members of the committee: Florence Brad- 
ley and Helmer L. Webb. 
Wy tus E. Wricut, Chairman 





APPENDIX A 


eAccredited Library Schools 


The Board of Education for Librarianship has classified and accredited the following 
library schools under Minimum Requirements for Library Schools adopted by the A.L.A. 
Council in October 1933.1 Classification of the schools neither includes nor implies a 
comparative rating or grading. The schools are listed alphabetically by the italicized name 
in common usage, with date of establishment and present classification. 


New York State College for Teachers, Department of Librarianship, Albany. 1926. Type 


III.?3 
Atlanta University, School of Library Service (for Negroes). 1941. Type II. 
University of California, School of Librarianship. 1919. Type I. 
Catholic University of America, Department of Library Science. 1938. Type II.3 4 
University of Chicago, Graduate Library School. 1926; opened 1928. ‘Type I.* 5 
Columbia University, School of Library Service. 1887. Type I. ® 
Texas State College for Women, Department of Library Science, Denton. 1929. Type 
ITI.24 
University of Denver, School of Librarianship. 1931. Type III.* 
Drexel Institute of Technology, School of Library Science. 1891. Type II. 
Emory University, Library School. 1905. Type II.* 
Kansas State Teachers College of Emporia, Library School. 1928. Type III.? 
University of Illinois, Library School. 1893. Type I.* 
University of Kentucky, Department of Library Science. 1933. Type III.” 
Louisiana State University, Library School. 1931. Type II.° 
McGill University, Library School. 1927. Type II. 
University of Michigan, Department of Library Science. 1926. Type I.° 
University of Minnesota, Division of Library Instruction. 1928. Type III. 
New Jersey College for Women, Library School. 1927. Type III. 
University of North Carolina, School of Library Science. 1931. Type II.? 
University of Oklahoma, School of Library Science. 1929. Type III. 
Our Lady of the Lake College, Department of Library Science. 1931. Type II.**4 
George Peabody College for Teachers, Library School. 1928. Type II.?*7 


Carnegie Institute of Technology, Carnegie Library School, Pittsburgh. 1901. Type II. 


Pratt Institute, Library School. 1890. Type II. 

Rosary College, Department of Library Science. 1930. Type III.*4 

College of St. Catherine, Library School. 1929. Type III. 

Simmons College, School of Library Science. 1902. Types II and III.® 

University of Southern California, Graduate School of Library Science. 1936. Type II.? 
Syracuse University, School of Library Science. 1908. Type II.® 

University of Toronto, Library School. 1928. Type II.® 

University of Washington, School of Librarianship. 1911. Type II.§ 

Western Reserve University, School of Library Science. 1904. Type II.? 

College of William and Mary, Department of Library Science. 1931. Type III. 
University of Wisconsin, Library School. 1906. Type II. 


1 Proceedings of the Fifty-Fifth Annual Conference, p. 610-13. 
2? Emphasizes service in schools and colleges, 

* Accredited curriculum also offered in summer sessions, 

* Emphasizes service in Catholic schools and colleges. 

5 Advanced curriculum only, accredited. 

® Degree curricula only, accredited. 

7 Curriculum leading to B.S. in L.S. only, accredited. 

8 Curriculum leading to B.A. in Librarianship only, accredited. 
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APPENDIX B 


Library ‘Reven ues 


A Reading List of References 
August 1944—July 1945 


The following list of references, prepared 
mainly by Grinton I. Will, director of the 
Public Library, Yonkers, N.Y., is selective 
rather than comprehensive. Mr. Will notes 
that there is such a decided trend toward 
building that references on building and its 
postwar financing have been included liberally. 


American Library Association. Annual Re- 
ports. A.L.A. Bulletin, Oct. 1, 1944. 
See,‘ ‘The Extension of arene a 

40); “Library Revenues” 33° -37); and 

Revenues, A Reading List (P, eferences, September 

1943-August 1944” (p. 403). 

American Library Association. 
and Planning for Public Libraries. 
cago, 1944. 12p. 

A summary of Post-War Standards for Public Li- 

braries, published in 1943 by the A.L.A. 


Standards 
Chi- 


American Municipal Association. ‘“Miscel- 
laneous Sources of Municipal Revenues.” 
Chicago, May 10, 1945. 4p. (Mimeo.) 

Beal, H. Marjorie. “The State and the 
Rural Library.” Wilson Library Bulletin 
19:321-24, 326, January 1945. 

Brunet, J. A. “School Libraries in Canada.” 
Wilson Library Bulletin 19:188-90, No- 
vember 1944. 


College Investments 
under War Conditions. Washington, D.C., 
1944. (American Council on Education 
Studies, ser. 3—Financial Advisory Service 
—vol. 8, no. 21, September 1944.) 


Cain, Joseph Harvey. 


Carnegie Corporation of New York. Re- 
port of the President, the Secretary, and 
the Treasurer, for the Year Ended Sep- 
tember 30, 1944. New York City, 1944. 
g6p. 

See “Canadian Library Council’ (p. 23-24). 

“The Clearing House.” 4.L.4. Bulletin 39: 
187-88, May 1945, “Library Extension 
News;” 39:216-17, June 1945, “Library 
Extension Notes.” 


Dean, Mrs. Lucille. “And Now a Wholesale 
County Library; A Colorado Unit Solves 
Its Own Problems.” Library Journal 70: 
254-56, Mar. 15, 1945. 


Flexner, Jennie M. “How to Start a Public 


Pin gs> 


Library.” Good Housekeeping 
153-54, September 1944. 


Gill, Norman N. Municipal Research Bu- 
reaus. Washington, D.C., American Coun- 
cil on Public Affairs, 1944. 


Groves, Harold M. “New Revenues for 
Municipalities.” Municipality (League of 
Wisconsin Municipalities, 30 E. Johnson 
St., Madison 3), May 1945, p. 89-90. 


Hinesley, Pearl R., and Rivinus, F. M., 
“Roanoke to Have New Library Build- 
ing.” Library Journal 70:253-54, Mar. 15, 
1945. 

“How They Did It; A Symposium on Secur- 
ing an Increase in the Rate of Tax for 
Public Libraries.” Illinois Libraries 27: 
137-46, March 1945. 


Ireland, Norma Olin, and Garrison, 
Gretchen J. “None So Blind... .” Wil- 
son Library Bulletin 19:464-67, 469, March 
1945. 

See especially section on “Money” (p. 467, 469). 

Leland, Simeon E. “Problems of Postwar 
Taxation.” May 2, 1945. 26p. (Mimeo.) 
Apply to author, University of Chicago, 
Chicago 37. 


119:25, 


Library 
“Confer- 


“Libraries and the War Program.” 
Journal 70:258, Mar. 15, 1945. 
ence on Devastated Libraries.” 


“Library Books Reviewed.” Library Journal 
70:485, 496, May 15, 1945. 


See.“The Maryland Survey” by John C. French, 
member of the survey committee (p. 485, 496). 


A.L.A. Bulletin 39: 


“Library Revenues.” 
221-22, June 1945. 


“Library World News.” 
69:891, Oct. 15, 1944, “Progress Report;” 
70:75, Jan. 15, 1945, “More County Li- 
braries in Washington,” “Large Gifts,” 
“Specific ;” 70:122-23, Feb. 1, 1945, “Prog- 
ress at Worcester,” “Early Benefactor;” 
70:417-21, May 1, 1945, “Winn Parish 
Leads,” “High School Libraries,” “Memo- 
rial Idea Good,” “N.D. Law Amended;” 
70:484, May 15, 1945, “Memorial Gift;” 


Library Journal 
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70:527, June 1, 1945, “Gift of Psychiatric 
Books;” 70:578-79, June 15, 1945, “Seeks 
State Aid,” “New County Libraries;” 70: 
646, July 1945, “Salary Increases at Erie,” 
“More Increases” by Ralph A. Ulveling. 


Madison, Wis. Special Citizens Committee 
on New Sources of Revenue. Report. Jan. 
19, 1945. 

Martin, James W. “Economical Postwar 
Libraries for Kentucky.” Library Journal 
70:58-60, Jan. 15, 1945. 

Maryland State Planning Commission. The 
Free Public Library in Maryland. (Pub- 
lication no. 42 of the commission.) Johns 
Hopkins University, 1944. 


Merrill, Julia Wright. “State Leaders Seek 
Legislation for Complete Public Library 
Service.” Library Journal 70:150-52, Feb. 
15, 1945. 

“The Month at Random.” Wilson Library 
Bulletin 19:348, January 1945, see items 
re Minneapolis Public Library; 19:356, 
January 1945, see item re Technology Li- 
brary Fund; 19:513, March 1945, see item 
re gift to Newark Public Library. 


Morison, C. K. “Regional Libraries in Can- 
ada.” Wilson Library Bulletin 19:181-84, 
November 1944. 


“New Buildings and Equipment.” Library 
Journal 69:663, August 1944, “New 
Branch Building for Providence” by Clar- 
ence E. Sherman; 69:1112-16, Dec. 15, 
1944, “Michigan State College Plans Addi- 
tion,” “To Complete Book Stacks,” “Colby 
Plans New Building,” “Queens College 
Announces Plans,” “San Diego to Have 
New Main Library Building,’ “Living 
Memorials,” “Mount Union’s Plans,” 
“After a Building—Books,” “Seattle Pub- 
lic Library—Proposed Five-Year Postwar 
Library Program,” “Plans Campaign;” 70: 
39, Jan. 1, 1945, “San Francisco P.L. Has 
Postwar Program” by Robert Rea; 70:80, 
Jan. 15, 1945, “Plans to Rebuild” by 
Willa Matheson Boysworth, “Houston’s 
Plans,” “Will Build,” “New Home;” 70: 
125-26, Feb. 1, 1945, “Chicago’s Postwar 
Plan,” “Maritimes Have Building Plans,” 
“Addition Needed ;” 70:184, Feb. 15, 1945, 
“Library Included,” “Wells, Vt., Has New 
Library ;” 70:271, Mar. 15, 1945, “Prince- 
ton to Build;” 70:422, May 1, 1945, “Paine 
College to Build;” 70:647, July 1945, 


“Urges Memorial Buildings,” “Establishes 
Memorial,” “Symbol?” 


“New Sources of Municipal Revenue.” 
Municipal Finance. Chicago, May 1945. 
Entire issue devoted to this subject. 

“Notes and Quotes.” Wilson Library Bulle- 
tin 19:240, December 1944, “Ritter Be- 
quests to Libraries;” 19:586, May 1945, 
“Millionaire Historian.” 


Nourse, Louis M. “A Constitutional Vic- 
tory.” A.L.A. Bulletin 39:201-04, June 
1945. , 

Public Management, April 1945, p. 119, “New 
Sources of Municipal Revenue;” p. 123, 
“Finance News from Here and There.” 


Ranlett, L. Felix. “Contender.” Library 
Journal 69:1066, Dec. 15, 1944. 

The Bangor, Me., Stodder bequest. 

“Readers’ Open Forum.” Library Journal 
69:827, Oct. 15, 1944, “From the Enoch 
Pratt Library” by Joseph L. Wheeler; 70:2, 
Jan. 1, 1945, “Going Up!” “Minneapolis 
Benefits;” 70:412, May 1, 1945, “Rare 
Books to San ‘Antonio;” 70:428, May 15, 
1945, “Planning Addition;”’ 70:500, June 
1, 1945, “Increased Budget,” “Practical Ad- 
vice,” “Bequest.” 


Spaulding, Forrest B. “ “The Equal Chance’ 
via Federal Grants.” Wilson Library Bul- 
letin 19:391-93, 409, February 1945. 

Stedman, Dorothy J. “Varied Efforts.” 
Wilson Library Bulletin 19:493, March 
1945. 

In “Public Relations Roundup.” 

Warren, Althea H. “Library Building Is 
in the Air.” Library Journal 69:1076-77, 
Dec. 15, 1944. 

Woodworth, Leo Day. “Shared Taxes 
(State-Municipal); Amounts and Distri- 
bution.” American Municipal Association, 
1313 E.- 60th St., Chicago 37. Report No. 
155. November 1944. $1. 


Among the most useful current bibliogra- 
phies to include items on public revenues and 
finance are the weekly list “Recent Publica- 
tion on Governmental Relations” issued by the 
Joint Reference Library at 1313 E. 60th St., 
Chicago 37; lists in Public Management, Na- 
tional Municipal Review, and Municipal Fi- 


nance. 
JoHN Boynton Kaiser, Chairman 





APPENDIX C 


eA Plan for Proposed Unified Indexing 
and Abstracting Service 


It is proposed to establish a unified index- 
ing and abstracting service to consolidate or 
supersede all those currently appearing, and 
to provide uniform and complete coverage in 
all subject fields. 

All literature appearing in the English lan- 
guage in all subjects, and such foreign litera- 
ture as committees would request, shall be 
indexed or abstracted according to the follow- 
ing plan: 


I. Indexes. 


a. Appearing: weekly, cumulating monthly, 
with annual bound volumes. 

1. Cumulative book index replacing C.B.I. 
and list in Publisher’s Weekly. 

b. Appearing biweekly, cumulating quar- 
terly, with annual bound volumes. 

2. Index to general periodicals (all gen- 
eral interest magazines). 

3. Index to selected periodicals (a list of 
titles in all fields chosen by and for small and 
medium-sized libraries). 

4. Book review (author and title index 
to all book reviews appearing in English lang- 
uage periodicals and selected foreign period- 
icals). 

c. Appearing monthly, cumulating quarterly, 
with annual bound volumes. 

5. Index to administrative publications of 
uNiversities, societies, foundations, institutions, 
etc. 

d. Appearing monthly, with annual bound 
cumulations. 

6. Document indexes (listing publications 
of governmental or semiofficial leaders, except 
those with subject content and those appearit 4 
in periodical form; with “see” reference in the 
list, referring from those omitted to the index 
in which they are covered). 

(a) U.S. documents (listing United 
States Government Printing Office publications 
and all mimeographed and printed publications 
appearing with federal agency as author, ex- 
cept when the agency is coauthor with a state, 
county, or municipality). 

(b) State documents (listing all official 
publications of states and those with states as 
coauthor). 

(c) County and municipal documents 
(listing all official publications of counties and 
municipalities and publications with them as 
coauthors). 

e. Miscellaneous (published at regular but 
infrequent intervals). 


7. Special aids (A.L.A. Booklist, poetry 
and play indexes, standard catalogs). 

II. Abstracting services (abstracting all peri- 
odicals, serials, documents with subject scope 
or appearing in periodical form, books, and 
pamphlets, and appearing monthly, cumulating 
semiannually, and with annual bound volumes, 
It is understood that all fields which can be 
conveniently broken into sections for individual 
sale should be thus divided; it is also under- 
stood that publications should furnish abstracts 
of papers printed for the service at the time 
the paper appears). 

a. Biological sciences and technologies. 
1. Biology (including biochemistry and 
biophysics) 
2. Agriculture 
3. Medicine 
b. Physical sciences and technologies. 
4. Physics and chemistry (including bio- 
chemistry and biophysics) 
5. Mathematics 
6. Astronomy 
7. Engineering 
8. Technologies (including geology, min- 
eralogy, etc.) 
c. Social science and technologies. 
9. Economics 
10. Political science and public affairs 
11. Sociology 
12. Business 
. Humanities. 
13. Geography, anthropology, history 
14. Literature 
15. Philosophy, religion, psychology 


Personnel 


I. General committee, comprising a steering 
committee of one member from each of the 
following associations: 

American Association for the Advancement 
of Science, American Council of Learned So- 
cieties, American Library Association, Associa- 
tion of Research Libraries, Medical Library 
Association, National Research Council, Social 
Science Research Council, and Special Libraries 
Association, together with an executive secre- 
tary, and subcommittees chosen from any learned 
or scientific societies, depending on subject scope 
of problems to be solved. 

II. Executive secretary chosen by the general 
committee. 

Duties: To interpret the policies laid down 
by the general committee; to supervise the 
organization; to make contacts with publishers; 
to recommend personnel to the general commit- 
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tee; to coordinate the work of the editors; to 
make all public contacts. 
[ll. Editors. 
Eight: One for each of the following classes: 
1. Cumulative book index. 
2. Index to general literature; index to 
glected periodicals; book review index. 
3. Administrative publications 
documents index. 
4. Special aids. 
s. Biological sciences. 
6. Physical sciences. 
7. Social sciences. 
g. Humanities. 
Duties: To supervise the collection entries in 
their files, under the policies determined by the 


index; 
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general committee; to supervise the organization 
of entries into manuscript form; and to super- 
vise the work of the indexer and clerical staff 
compiling the services. 

IV. Indexers. 

V. File clerks, stenographers, typists, etc., as 
necessary. 


Financing 


I. By subsidy from societies, the government, 
grants-in-aid, etc., for five years until subscrip- 
tion costs and service are established. 

II. By subscription at flat rates for 

a. Total work 
b. Sections 
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ALA. Publishing Projects and Proposals 
ecAugust 1945 


Activity Book—Public Library 

Agricultural Libraries—Manual 

Archives—Administration Manual 

Bibliography 

Bibliotherapy 

Binding—Manual | 

Biography—American Library Pioneers 

R. R. Bowker 

Charles C. Jewett 

Mary Wright Plummer 

William F. Poole 

Caroline Burnite Walker 

Justin Winsor 

Omnibus Volume : 
College and University Li- 


brarians 


— — Public Librarians 
—— School and Children’s Libra- 


rians 
Special Librarians 
Biseraphy—Mary Hall (School Libraries) 
Blind—Manual on Work with 
Book Annotation—Children’s Books 
Book List—Buying—Aeronautics (Periodic) 
Basic Reference Books, 3d ed. 
—— —— Books for Adult Beginners 
—— —— British Civilization and Institutions | 
—— Buying List of Books for Small Li- 
braries, 7th ed. 
—— ——— Children’s Books (Social Themes) 
———— Children’s Books in Large 7 
upple- 


— College Libraries—Annual 
Catholic Supplement to Shaw 


ment to Shaw List 


List 


Foreign Languages 
Guide to Reference Books, 7th ed. 
Inexpensive Books for Boys and 
Girls, 3d “ed, 
Libraries 
— — Music 
—— ——— Romances 
— Russian 
—_— vanes Titles 
—— Reading—By Way of Introduction, 


Latin American Books for American 


2d ed. 
- Fiction (Southern) 
Novels Arranged According to Locale 
Book Selection 
—— Children 
Young People 


Booklist 
College Libraries—Undergraduate Level 
Buildings—College Library 
Public Library 
— (Small)—T.V.A, 
Business Services—Public Library 
Cataloging—Aids for Cataloging 
Foreign Languages 
.L.A. Catalog Rules 
Handbook of Church Organization 
Name List (Authority File) 
(Short)—Rules . for 
Special Collections 
cal History 
Music 
— —— Pamphlets 
Phenograph Records 
Photographs and Slides 
Public Documents (State) 
Rare Books (16th & 17th Centuries) 
Vatican Code Translation 
Vatican Manuscript Code Translation 
Catholic Library Practice 
Children—Library Work with—Popular Interpretation 
Children’s Books—History 
Children’s Department—Budgets 
Children’s Reading 
Children’s Rooms—Administration 
Circulation Work 
Civil Service 
Classification—Classification (Herdman), 2d. ed. 
Library of Congress Manual 
Club Programs 
College Libraries—Administration 
Adult Education Services 
Instruction and Book Use 
Postwar Service 
Studies 
Survey Manual 
County and Regional Libraries—Manual 
Educational Methods—Influence on Reading and Li- 
braries 
Equipment_ Studies 
Equipment 
Rooms 
Equipment and Planning of School Libraries 
Homemade Furniture 
Library Lighting 
Methods of Reproducing Cards 
— Shelving 
Extension—City 


in Less Common 


and Planning of Children’s 
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Fiction (Foreign)—In Translation 
Historical Collection—Organization and Preservation 
of Material 
History 
American (to 1876) 
American (1876 to date) 
American (1850-1900) 
China (618-1644) 
Great —, - North America 
——_ World War I z 
inten—Siggreriine, (ay. Period) 
Comparative Literature 
Dances, Calls, and Figures 
Fiction—Biographical ovel 
haracters in 
(Junior and Senior High Schaal) 
From the Curriculum Point of 
View 
Games, Stunts, and Parties 
Guide to Bibliographies of Theses—Foreign 
History—Literature of American History 
Human (Race) Relations 
Monologs 
Music—Bibliography 
Music—Critical and Analytical Comment 
Music Magazines 
Necrology 
Painting and Sculpture 
Periodicals Indexed 
Picture Study 
Pictures 
Plays ene Subject 
Poetry—Subject Index to Poetry, 2d. ed. 
Poetry and Drama (Historical) 
Portrait (A.L.A.) 
Rare Books (Articles Dealing with) 
Reading Materials—Catholic Schools 
Elementary Grades, Supplement 
Intermediate Grades, 2d. Supplement 
or New 
Junior High Schools 
Recitations 
Regionalism in Literature 
Sequels and Series 
Short Stories (Children) 
Social Customs 
Social Life and Customs (U.S.) 
Societies and Organizations—Sources of In- 
formation about 
Vocations (General 
(Pamphlet 


EEL 


I 


aterials) 
Insurance 
Labor—Library Service to Labor Groups 
Law Libraries 
Laws—Canadian 
Legislation 
Librarianship—Dictionary of 
Handbook of 
Interpretation for Practicing Librarians 
Philosophy of 
Readings in 
Library Associations (State and Regional) Handbook 
Library Economy—Encyclopedia 
Library Reports 
Municipal Reference—Small Libraries 
Museum Libraries 


Music in Libraries 
Order Work for Libraries 
Periodicals 
Periodicals—Reference Tools for Work with 
Periodicals for Small and Medium-Sized Libraries 
Personnel—Administration 
Picture Collection 
Public Documents—Canada 
History of U.S. Depository System 
Subject Approach 
Superintendent of Documents Classification 
Public Library—Administration 
Business Aspects 
Legal Aspects 
Medium-Sized 
Metropolitan Area 
— Plans for Postwar Service 
Publicity—Case Book in Public Relations 
ommunity Relations 
Community Surveys and Library Service 
Graphs 
Libraries and Leisure 
Poster-Making 
Series of Pamphlets 
Community Relations 
Displays 
—— Films 
— — Library News and Feature Writing 
theory Publications 


Bo 


Readers, (Types Eta 
nder rs 
Reading—Rem 
Reading Courses 
Reading in Colleges 
Recordings and Transcriptions and Libraries 
Reference—Methods and Materials in Special Subjects 
Methods and Research for Graduate Students 
Reference Work—Study of Evaluation and Costs 
Resources—Pacific Southwest 
Southern Libraries, Supplement 
Special Collections 
School Libraries—Administration, Types of 
Budgets 
Demonstration School 
Fusion of Social Studies with the Curriculum 
Interpretation of Library Service 
Library Assistant 
Library in the School, 4th ed. 
Measurement 
Publicity Calendar 
School Guidance Program and the Library 
Shelf Work 
Statistics—Manual 
Subject Headings—Principles 
Subject Headings List—Children 
Music 
Schools 
Technical Subjects 
Theology, 2d. ed. 
Teachers’ Professional Library 
Terminology—Bibliographical Terms, Dictionary of 
——-— German- English Glossary of Library Terms 


Training—Integration of Library Instruction in Teach- 


ers College Curriculum 
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APPENDIX F 
(ommittees and Boards Not ‘Reporting 


American Association for Applied Psychology Educational Relationships in Local Com. 
and A.L.A. munities 

Annuities, Pensions, and Life Insurance Hospital Library Service, Special Joint Com- 

Bibliography mittee 

Boards and Committees Importations 

Book Acquisitions Library Literature in Translation 

Books for Devastated Libraries, Joint Com- Relations with H. W. Wilson Company 
mittee 


‘Divisions and ‘Round Tables Not ‘Re porting 


Acquisition Department Heads of Research Library Extension Division 
Libraries Library Unions 

Art Reference Professional Training 

Junior Members Religious Books 

Library Buildings 








A.L.A. Membership Committee 
1944.45 


Chairman: Ella V. Aldrich 
Louisiana State University Library, Baton Rouge 


Alabama: Mrs. Lois Rainer Green 
Arizona: Patricia P. Paylore 
Arkansas: Frances Barnett 
California: Howard M. Rowe 
San Francisco Bay District: Anne M. Ava- 
kian 
Los Angeles and Southern District: Mrs. 
Katherine Root Morrison 
Colorado: A. Beatrice Young 
Connecticut: Louise E. Maltby 
Delaware: Marjorie Louise Booker 
District of Columbia: Vivian Totten 
Library of Congress: Mrs. Anne V. Gard 
Departmental Libraries: Edith M. Dud- 
geon 
Florida: Clara Elizabeth Wendel 
Georgia: Wayne Stewart Yenawine 
Hawaii: Mrs. Juliet L. Davis 
Idaho: Eunice Ankeney von Ende 
Illinois: Mrs. Beatrice Graham Kay 
Chicago: Dorothy Schumacher 
Indiana: Marian Dunlap 
Iowa: Opal Florence Tanner 
Kansas: Martha R. Cullipher 
Kentucky: Emily Huston Dawson 
Louisiana: Alice Hebert 
Maine: Grace Trappan 
Maryland: Josephine P. Etchison 
Baltimore: Dorothy Sinclair 
Massachusetts: Dorothy M. Gleason 
Boston: Bradford M. Hill 
Michigan: Helen Sedate Cooper 
Detroit: Margaret Stewart 
Mrs. Marie R. Webster 
Minnesota: Margaret Marie Mull 
Minneapolis: Mrs. Frances Redman Ship- 
man 
St. Paul: Elsa H. Ihm 
Mississippi: Anna M. Roberts 
Missouri: Dorothea F. Hyle 
St. Louis: Elizabeth B. Platt 
Montana: Kathleen R. Campbell 
Nebraska: Jessie Robertson 
Nevada: E. Charles D. Marriage 
New Hampshire: Mrs. Mildred Peterson 
McKay 


New Jersey: Hannah Severns 
Newark: Florence Wilson Newsome 
New Mexico: Mrs. Ivy Kate L. Henry 
New York: Mrs. Eulin Klyver Hobbie 
Buffalo: Eleanor Walters 
New York City: Edith Hall ~ Crowell 
Brooklyn: Clarissa L. Goold 
Queens Borough: Elizabeth A. Sloan 
Long Island: ‘Lucy M. Kinloch 
Rochester: Marion L.. Simmons 
North Carolina: Hoyt R. Galvin 
North Dakota: Mrs. Hazel Webster Byrnes 
Ohio: Catharine E. Suber 
Cincinnati: Dorothy A. Babbs 
Cleveland: Jean Ritchie 
Oklahoma: Anna M. Anderson 
Oregon: Neva E. LeBlond 
Portland: Mary E. Phillips 
Pennsylvania: Susan Himmelwright 
Philadelphia: Martha A. Connor 
Pittsburgh: Mrs. Marion Munroe Baker 
Rhode Island: Sallie E. Coy 
South Carolina: Emily Sanders 
South Dakota: Ruth Elizabeth Bergman 
Tennessee: Lucile Nix 
Texas: Emilie C. Netter 
Utah: Edith Rich 
Vermont: Christine Sanders 
Virginia: Mae Graham 
Washington: Ruth M. Babcock 
Seattle: Ruth E. Hale 
West Virginia: William Porter Kellam 
Wisconsin: Ferne L.. Congdon 
Milwaukee: Ruth H. Shapiro 
Wyoming: Mary E. Marks 


Canada 


Alberta: Sada F. Kiteley 

British Columbia: Mrs. Edna M. E. Napier 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan: Mary E. Don- 
aldson 

New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Ed-, 
ward Island: Marion Gilroy 

Ontario: Winifred G. Barnstead 

Quebec: Helen M. Falconer 





NOV. II-I7 IS BOOK WEEK 


Let A.L.A. Books and Records Help 
in Developing Special Activities 


ANNIVERSARIES AND HOLIDAYS (Hazeltine). Revised, enlarged 2d edition. 


A Calendar of Days and How to Observe Them. Helpful in planning programs, enter- 
tainments, plays, and other activities for Book Week and other special occasions. Lists im- 
portant holidays, holy days, historical events, birthdays of important personages, special 
days and weeks, giving information about them, and lists of material for their observance. 
December, 1944. Cloth, $6. 


ACTIVITY BOOK No. 2, 1945, and ACTIVITY BOOK FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
1938 (Fargo). 


Ideas for Book Week programs, exhibits, games, stunts, plays, and other enterprises. Cloth, 
$2.50 each. 


BUYING LIST OF BOOKS FOR SMALL LIBRARIES, 7th edition (Horton). 


New annotated list. Includes picture books, easy books, stories, biography, travel, geog- 
raphy, and other nonfiction for children and young people. Ready in November. $2.25, 10 
or more copies, $2 each. 


BASIC BOOK COLLECTION FOR ELEMENTARY GRADES (NEA-ALA-NCTE). 


Among the 1400 titles are many stories set in all parts of the globe—Australia, Argentina, 
Denmark, Greece, etc. 1943. $2. 


BASIC BOOK COLLECTION FOR HIGH SCHOOLS (NEA-ALA-NCTE). 


Includes many of the “universal” books which should be known to young people of all 


countries. 1942. $2 


SUBJECT INDEX TO BOOKS FOR PRIMARY GRADES, 1943, and SUBJECT 
INDEX TO | BOOKS FOR INTERMEDIATE GRADES, ist Supp. 1943 (Rue). 


Much material on foreign lands and peoples. Cloth, $2.50 each. 


THORNE-THOMSEN RECORDS. 


Classic children’s stories told by a master storyteller. Five twelve-inch, double-faced 
records have just been released, and are distributed only by A.L.A. They are: Gudbrand- 
on-the-Hillside, Sleeping Beauty, Baldur, Tales from the Volsunga Saga (on two records). 
For story hour, classroom, and home. Sold only in sets of five records, $10 per set, prepaid. 


American Library Association 
520 N. Michigan Ave. Chicago 11, Illinoi 





